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INTRODUCTION 


After  finishing  his  first  volume  and,  as  he  thought, 
his  complete  recollections,  Mr.  Bowman  turned  to  the  early 
numbers  of  the  Miners  Journal.  He  stopped  his  researches 
there  with  the  Civil  War  preferring  to  carry  on  from  there 
with  what  he  had  heard  and  remembered. 

The  first  two  pages  of  thle  volume,  THE  SCHUYLKILL  RANGERS 
and  TERRORISM  ON  THE  CANAL,  were  drawn  largely  from  the  Miners 
J  ournal. 

In  the  Midwinter  Club  History  he  drew  upon  both  the 
minutes  of  the  Club  and  the  recollections  of  the  oldest 
members.  Including  Judge  H.  0.  Bechtel,  the  only  living  chanter 
member. 

As  for  the  remainder  of  the  volume  he  again  fell  back  on 
his  memory  and  that  of  others.  In  his  and  George  W.  Butz's 
history  of  the  Ola  White  (Jerusalem)  church,  he  was  aided 
by  his  aged  Aunt  Mrs.  Emma  Butz  Kern  (Mrs.  Lucian  Kern)  of 
Orwigsburg.  At  ninety-two  she  described  the  inside  of  the  church 
perfectly  when  all  record  of  it  was  lost. 

The  Pottsvllle  Library  congratulates  itself  upon  the 
possession  of  these  two  volumes.  The  only  duplicate  is  the 
author's  own  which  he  later  designates  for  the  Schuylkill 
County  Historical  Society. 

The  Library  has  been  much  aggrieved  that  despite  Mr. 
Bowman's  warning  at  the  beginning  of  Volume  I,  and  hJ s 
understandl  ng  with  the  local  members  of  the  W.P.A.  Writers' 
Project  no  credit  was  given  him  for  material  taken  from 
this  book  for  either  the  Pennsylvania  Guide  in 

nor  for  that  used  in  the  Pennsylvania  Cavalcade  in  its  chapter 
on  the  Schuylkill  Canal. 


Librarian. 
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AUTHOR’S  INTRODUCTION 

I  have  had  difficulty  in  procuring  material  on  the 
Schuylkill  Rangers’  depredations  below  Schuylkill  Haven. 

The  Pott sville  Library  has  been  unable  to  secure  any 
account s  for  me  from  the  Philadelphia  Public,  the  State,  Reading, 
or  Hamburg  libraries,  or  even  the  Pennsylvania  and  Berks  County 
Historical  Societies.  Therefore,  any  information  had  to  be 
gathered  from  traditional  accounts  among  descendants  of  local 
people  and  from  contemporary  accounts  in  newspapers. 

The  author  is  indebted  to  Miss  Edith  Patterson, 
librarian  of  the  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  Free  Public  Library, 
for  her  ceaseless  efforts  to  keep  me  writing,  her  help  and 
encouragement. 

Also  to  Attorney  Maynard  Stapelton  for  mechanical 
help  and  encouragement  and  to  William  Mengel  for  pictures  and 
negat  ives. 


October  16,  1944. 
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THE  SCHUYiiKlJjL  HANGERS' 

By  John  B.  Bowman 

It  is  an  interesting  side  line  to  trace  how  early  the 
word  Rangers  made  its  way  into  Pennsylvania  nistory.  Long  before 
our  19th  Century  canal-gangsters  carried  it  down  to  the  Texas 
Rangers  and  to  those  of  the  present  World  war  the  term  was  in  use 
in  colonial  America. 

The  Dictionary  of  American  History  has  this  to  say  about 
the  term:  ’’Colonial  Hangers,  (1742-83),  were  irregular  provincial 
forces  used  in  frontier  defense,  in  scouting  ana  in  service  against 
the  Indians.  ’It  is  imoossible  for  an  army  to  act  in  this  country 
without  Rangers’,  wrote  Loudoun  in  1756.  Braddock,  in  1755,  asked 
for  a  troop  of  Horse  Hangers  and  four  companies  of  Foot  Hangers, 

’or  six,  if  I  can  get  them’.  Abercromby  appointed  Robert  Rodgers 
major  of  a  battalion  of  Rangers.  Four  companies  raised  by  him 
were  taken  to  Louisburg  by  Amherst  in  1758.  Wolf  devised  an  ex¬ 
tended  order  formation  for  his  light  infantry,  to  work  either  with 
line  troops,  or  writh  Rangers.  The  colonies,  notably  Pennsylvania, 
used  rangers  for  frontier  defense  in  the  Revolution. 

’’Butler’s  Rangers,  (1777-84),  was  a  regiment  of  Loyalists, 


recruited  by  Col.  John  Butler  with  the  consent  of  Sir  Guy  Carlton 
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to  serve  with  the  Indians  against  the  colonists.  From  tiieir  head 
quarters  at  Fort  Niagara,  the  rangers  embarked  on  forays  which 
soread  terror  throughout  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  They  perpe- 
trated  the  Wyoming  massacre  in  July,  1778." 

Our  Schuylkill  Rangers  were  horses  of  a  totally  different 
color,  as  the  following  incidents  of  how  they  ranged  and  terrorized 
the  Schuylkill  Canal  will  show. 

We  take  the  following  from  a  statement  of  Michael  McDermit 
in  our  Historical  Society  publications: 

"As  boating  was  a  new  enterprise,  the  persons  engaged  in 
it  were  gathered  from  all  kinds  of  men.  As  a  rule  they  were  honest 
and  well  behaved  citizens,  but  there  were  others  who  engaged  in  the 
business  in  order  to  commit  depredations. 

"Among  the  latter  was  a  gang  of  boatmen  known  as  the 
Schuylkill  Rangers,  who  had  banded  themselves  together  to  perpetrate 
robberies,  murder,  and  all  kinds  of  crime.  They  were  considered  to 
be  the  Pirates  of  the  Canal,  and  came  from  Philadelphia,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Schuylkill  River,  between  Market  and  Shippen  Streets. 
The  leaders  of  the  band  were  William  Katon  (Keating)  and  a  man  called 
Red  Larry  Carrol.  The  former  was  an  intelligent  and  fine  looking 
man  and  had  been  educated  for  the  priesthood. 

"The  Schuylkill  Rangers  were  in  existence  and  committed 
crimes  on  the  canal  from  1840  to  the  early  *50* s." 

Michael  McDermit  further  states  that  it  was  useless  to 
resist  them,  that  he  always  let  them  have  their  way.  He  tells  of  a 
boatman  called  Peter  Berger,  who  had  a  boat  called  "The  Rattlesnake", 
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and  who,  when  the  Hangers  came  to  his  boat  in  Philadelphia  to  rob 
it,  shot  two  of  them  dead,  for  which  he  was  afterward  presented  by 
the  mayor  of  Philadelphia  with  a  line  revolvei . 

After  perusing  the  accounts  oi  Peter  Berger’s  experiences 
with  the  Hangers,  memories  of  my  chiidnood  come  back  in  regard  to 
Berger.  He  was  at  that  time  a  very  active  old  man  with  a  reputation 
of  being  a  knife  fighter  and  always  ready  for  a  scrap,  in  this 
case  the  ’'Hangers" ,  unaware,  struck  a  Tartar  1 

Will  Keif snyder,  a  neighbor  of  Peter's,  in  Cressona, 
related  to  me  the  following  account  of  one  of  Peter's  fights.  He 
had  a  controversy  with  a  man  by  the  name  ol  Mike  Mogel,  and 
immediately  drew  his  knife.  Mogel’s  son  then  intervened  and  father  and 
son  downed  Peter  and  took  the  knife  from  nim.  The  son  neld  him  down 
while  the  father  drew  the  knife  across  Peter’s  throat,  fortunately 
missing  the  jugular  vein.  While  convalescing  from  his  wound,  Peter 
would  sit  at  an  open  window,  with  his  neck  bandaged,  and  to  who¬ 
ever  passed,  he  would  cry  out,  "Mike  Mogel  cut  my  shroat"  (throat) • 

When  1  was  a  youngster,  during  my  first  year  at  school, 
another  little  tyke  told  me  that  one  of  the  Mellons  had  snot  a  hole 
clear  through  a  man  who  had  come  on  his  boat  to  rob  him.  When,  in 
recent  years,  I  became  interested  in  "Early  Schuylkill  Boatmen  and 
their  Ways",  then — far  back — out  of  the  dust  of  early  childhood, 
came  the  above  recollection,  and  I  put  the  story  to  a  very  old  man, 
who  I  thought  should  know  if  there  were  any  truth  to  it.  He  said, 
"Yes",  but  the  story  was  not  right,  that  I  had  it  confused  with  the 
Mullin  affair,  in  which  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Smith  had  shot  off  the 
head  of  Mullin,  so  I  submit  the  following  from  The  Miners  Journal  of 
September  23,  1865: 


1 


. 
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"Four  Irishmen  boarded  a  boat  passing  through  the  locks 
at  Landingville.  Two  seated  themselves  at  the  bow  aria  two  at  the 
stern.  As  the  boat  passed  up  the  dam  the  men  gathered  around  the 
captain  and  demanded  his  money.  He  replied  he  had  but  seven  dollars 
and  they  could  have  that.  One  of  them,  Gwen  Mullin,  struck  the 
captain  with  a  billy. 

"The  captain's  son,  a  small  boy,  who  had  by  his  father's 
direction  gone  down  and  loaded  a  gun,  came  up  the  cabin  steps,  and, 
placing  the  gun  near  Mullin' s  head,  fired  its  contents  through 
the  head  of  the  robber,  killing  him  instantly.  Mullin  lived  on  the 
flats  at  Schuylkill  Haven  and  was  known  to  be  a  desperate  character. 
After  Mullin  was  shot,  the  rest  of  the  men  attempted  to  seize 
Captain  Smith,  but  he  sprang  overboard  and  swam  ashore.  The  ruffians 
threw  the  tiller  at  the  captain  but  missed  him.  The  son  followed 
him  by  jumping  through  the  cabin  window.  The  robbers  pulled  the 
boat  to  the  shore  and  escaped. 

"Every  good  citizen  will  feel  a  sense  of  relief  that  such 
a  scoundrel  as  Mullin  has  been  disposed  of,  and  earnestly  hope  that 
other  wretches  in  this  country,  when  caught  in  crime,  may  be  sent 
the  same  road  as  quickly." 

The  same  paper  of  September  30,  1865,  stated  that  this 
gang  robbed  John  Kohler.  I  interviewed  Mr.  Kohler,  who  is  now 
ninety-seven  years  old  and  lives  on  Sixth  Street  near  West  Norwegian, 
in  Pottsville,  with  the  Dechant  family.  He  said  "Yes,  that's  so.  I 
Cctme  driving  along  in  a  buggy,  dangling  a  billy — everyone  went  armed 
in  those  days,  they  had  to.  I  was  thinking  how  I  would  sock  anyone 
that  tackled  me,  when  all  at  once  the  horse  stopped.  I  looked 
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forward  to  see  what  stopped  him,  wnen  a  powerful  brute  praboed  me 
from  the  side  of  the  buggy  and  slung  me  out.  They  beat  me  up  and 
robbed  me  of  $3.50.  They  were  the  Schuylkill  hangers  and  also 
beat  up  John  Drill  and  Tom  Trimble".  (Mr.  Kohler  has  died  since, 
the  last  of  this  County’s  Civil  War  Veterans.; 

Tom  Trimble,  I  learned,  was  a  pioneer  merchant  of 
Pottsville,  and  did  business  on  West  Market  Street. 

The  Journal  stated  that  four  Irishmen  climbed  upon  Smitn’s 
boat.  I  was  curious  to  find  out  who  else  was  with  Mullin;  and 
learned  it  from  an  old  timer,  who  said  with  a  "hush"  in  his  voice, 

"One  of  the  Hendricks  was  with  him".  Hendricks  was  not  an  Irishman. 

He  was  a  brother  to  the  sameHendricks  who  built  a  tower  on  the 
roof  of  his  house  on  East  Main  Street,  Schuylkill  Haven,  procured 
a  large  telescope  and  studied  astronomy.  Dr.  H.  J.  Herbein  of 
Market  Street  and  I  visited  him  in  his  tower  during  our  young  days. 

The  Hendricks  were  a  trickey  lot.  Many  stories  have  been 
related  to  the  generations  now  passing  about  them.  They  nad  whipped 
the  schoolteacher  because  he  had  whipped  Zacney  (Zacharian)  Hendricks. 

The  same  Zachey  once  went  about  with  a  mournful  countenance 
telling  his  companions  that  he  was  going  to  commit  suicide.  He  had 
procured  an  ox  bladder,  filled  it  with  blood,  then  stabbed  himself. 
When  the  blood  squirted,  he  rolled  over  in  the  gutter  and  feigned 
death.  When  his  mother  was  notified,  she  seized  a  broom  and  beat 
him  all  the  way  home  with  it. 
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These  Hendricks  boys  held  a  ”Humsch  match”  *  in  their 


mother's  kitchen,  for  two  chickens.  When  the  game  was  over  they 
oushed  the  crowd  out  the  back  door  telling  them  that  the  chickens 
were  right  there  on  the  tree,  and  that  they  could  easily  catch  them, 
successful  players  found  two  dead  chickens  tied  on  a  limb. 

When  Lew  Diebert  stuck  fast  in  a  cellar  window  and  could 
neither  go  front  or  back,  Zachey  said,  ”1*11  get  him  out”.  He  held 
a  glass  of  whiskey  beyond  Lew’s  reach,  and  Lew  shot  through  the 
window  like  an  arrow  from  a  bow,  tearing  his  clothes  entirely  off 
from  his  neck  to  his  shoes. 

Dr.  Edward  Heiser  and  Mr.  Henry  Byerle  gave  the  following 
account  of  the  Hangers: 

”The  band  of  outlaws  originated  in  Philadelphia.  They 
assumed  the  style  of  the  colonial  revolutionary  wars.  Tney  were 
murderers  and  robbers,  and  not  only  plundered  the  boatmen,  but  also 
the  farms  and  houses  near  the  canal.  The  Hangers  went  in  parties 
making  their  attacks  at  night,  ana  were  generally  armed  with  flintlock 
muskets  or  some  other  weapons.  The  Hangers  were  not  ail  boatmen. 

"Note: — A  Humsch  match  is  a  game  of  cards  usually  played 
among  the  Pennsylvania  Dutcn  in  lower  Schuylkill  and  adjoining 
Counties.  However,  one  informant  said  that  ne  nad  played  it  here 
more  than  once,  in  Pottsville. 

A  full  deck  of  cards  is  used,  ace  high  and  so  on  down. 

There  can  be  any  number  of  olayers.  Five  carus  are  dealt  to  each 
one.  The  dealer  then  turns  up  the  trump  card,  with  the  privilege 
of  adding  it  to  his  hand,  but  must  discard  another,  retaining  only 
five.  The  one  to  the  left  plays  first. 

The  number  of  tricks  to  constitute  a  game  can  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  players.  Also,  if  the  players  are  too  f ew  for  the  use 
of  a  full  deck,  they  can  agree  upon  how  many  low  cards  snail  be  taken 
out.  Say  that  twenty  points  are  agreed  for  a  game.  Four  x’s  shall 
be  chalked  upon  the  table  for  each  player.  Then  the  tally  is  kept  for 
each  one.  The  first  one  reaching  twenty  takes  the  turkey.  Should  any 
one  engaged  fail  to  take  a  trick  in  any  hana,  he  is  ”rumpshed",  and  a 
whole  x  is  added  to  his  score. 
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"They  made  an  attack  on  the  house  of  Philip  ivioyer  at  the 
first  lock,  south  of  Schuylkill  Haven.  The  house  was  stoned  and 
battered. 

"The  Rangers,  one  night,  attempted  to  take  nossession  of 
Schuylkill  Haven,  and  the  citizens  in  consequence  resolved  to  crush 
them.  They  were  armed  and  numbered  about  twelve  men.  The  Rangers 
were  driven  into  the  'Covered  Bridge1,  and  the  town  men,  dividing 
into  two  parties  and  taking  positions  at  each  side  of  the  bridge, 
at  the  entrance,  poured  a  crossfire  into  it,  killing  one  of  the 
Rangers,  and  driving  the  rest  out  of  their  stronghold.  This  ended 
the  fight. 

"The  next  day  the  town  people  and  William  Stitzel,  an  officer, 
arrested  three  of  the  outlaws  on  a  scow  below  the  Schuylkill  Haven 
Bridge.  Four  more  were  taken  at  the  canal  dock.  They  were  taken 
before  a  squire;  and,  handcuffs  being  then  unknown,  their  hands 
and  ~ eet  were  secured  with  ropes.  In  tnis  condition  they  were  taken 
to  Crwigsburg. 

"On  another  occasion  a  boat  belonging  to  Henry  Boyer,  of 
Reading,  was  passing  tnrough  Fairmount  bam  at  night,  as  Boyer  ex¬ 
pected  an  attack,  he  told  nis  driver  to  signal  him,  and  he  lay  aown 
on  tne  decK  armed  with  a  sharp  ax.  He  heard  the  driver’s  signal 
and  several  Rangers  sprang  on  board,  but  Boyer  rushed  in  among  them, 
striking  right  and  left  with  his  ax,  and  routed  them  all. 

"At  another  time  a  boat  belonging  to  John  Hesser,  with  crew 
consisting  of  Hesser,  Heiser  and  a  driver,  were  below  Dauberville, 
and  passed  several  boats  belonging  to  Rangers.  One  of  them  hailed 

Heiser  and  asked  him  hew  he  was  going  to  vote,  and,  receiving  no 
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.  answer,  sprang  ashore  making  threats,  when  iieiser  knocked  him  down 
and  thrashed  him.  The  Rangers,  hearing,  pursued  Hesser’s  boat, 
mounted  on  mules  and  horses,  and  armed  with  flintlock  muskets,  to 
the  number  of  twenty.  They  reached  Dauberville  before  the  boat. 
Having  no  gun  caps,  they  tried  to  get  a  supply  in  the  town,  but  did 
not  succeed.  When  riesser  arrived  and  saw  the  condition  of  affairs, 
he  drew  his  boat  to  tne  opposite  side  of  tne  canal  ana  abandoned  it, 
himself  and  crew  taking  refuge  in  a  farm  house.  The  ruffians  were 
going  to  scuttle  the  boat,  but  the  next  day,  with  the  helo  of  the 
neo >le  of  Dauberville,  it  was  restored  to  its  owner." 

Mr.  Hesser  also  gives  information  regarding  Peter  Berger: 

"Tne  boat  of  Peter  Berger  and  Edward  Heiser  was  attacked 
by  the  nangers  one  night  at  Vine  Street,  Philadelphia.  In  the  fight, 
Berger  killed  a  Ranger.  Heiser  and  Berger  were  then  arrested  by  the 
police.  When  brought  before  a  magistrate,  they  were  acquitted.  The 
magistrate  said,  ’Your  pistols  did  not  work  well  this  time.  You 
on|y  killed  one  man.  Next  time  kill  all  you  can'." 

Captain  Bosbyshell  wrote: 

"I  remember  an  ambitious  First  Schuylkill  County  Troop 
that  was  viewed  in  the  fifties.  The  company,  commanded  by'  Captain 
George  C.  Wynkoop,  furnished  an  attraction  on  a  Fourth  of  July. 

’NicH’  Wynkoop,  the  captain’s  son,  a  trooper,  was  particularly 
spectacular  one  certain  Fourth  when  a  lot  of  Schuylkill  Rangers 
became  uproarious  and  createa  a  disturbance  on  Centre  Street.  The 
police  under  Chief  Burgess  Jennings,  succeeded  in  quieting  matters, 
but  failed  to  capture  the  ringleaders.  Their  fighting  bully  slipped 
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off  down  Union  Street,  crossed  the  railroad  to  Coal  Street  and  then, 
rapidly  running  around  tne  'Rocks’,  sought  to  gain  his  boat  near 
Shelly's  boatyard. 

"*NicH»,  learning  of  the  flight  of  this  tough,  put  spurs 
to  his  horse  ana  raced  to  overtake  him.  With  pistol  drawn,  he 
overtook  the  fleeing  man.  He  returned  with  his  prisoner,  and  there 
was  no  greater  or  more  imposing  personage  than  'Nicil'." 

The  Miners  Journal  had  mentioned  a  riot  at  Mt.  Carbon 
on  June,  1849. 

About  fifty  boatmen,  headed  by  Dutch  Levy,  attacked 
J.  McGuire  because  they  thought  he  was  carrying  coal  for  $1.60, 
instead  of  $1.70.  They  beat  the  men  of  the  crew  and  sank  the  boat. 
They  sought  Mr.  McGuire,  but  did  not  find  aim.  The  article  states 
that  some  of  them  belonged  to  the  class  of  Bouncers  and  Killers 
that  infest  the  suburbs  of  Philadelphia. 

I  believe  that  the  Bouncers  and  Killers  mentioned  above 
may  have  been  members  of  the  Schuylkill  Rangers,  as  they  were  in 
existence  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Baber  said,  "A  few  years  ago,  no  one  in  this 
town  (Pottsville)  would  have  gone  as  far  as  your  house  after  dark 
without  pistols."  The  place  referred  to  above  was  the  tower  and 
Walker  home  situated  on  "Crow  Hill"  on  Mt.  Carbon,  just  opposite 
to  the  nov/  defunct  Mansion  House. 

William  H.  Newell  referred  to  them  as  "those  genial  out¬ 
laws,  the  Schuylkill  Rangers,  who  had  the  taste  for  smashing  heads. 
Tnere  were  wild  characters  in  those  days  in  Schuylkill  County  ana 
life  was  strenuous. 
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The  introduction  of  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first, 
Christmas  tree  in  the  United  States  by  two  German  immigrant  friends, 
ties  in  with  our  tragedies  of  the  Schuylkill. 

We  take  this  account  of  the  end  of  one  of  the  yule  tide 
innovators,  Frederick  Knorr,  from  Dr.  Rualoph  Hommel,  writing  in 
the  American-German  Review,  June,  1944: 

"Frederick  Knorr,  who  oecame  a  teacher  of  German  in 
Philadelohia,  shared  the  pleasure  and  credit  of  the  first  Christmas 
tree  introduction. 

"Later,  in  1870,  wnen  December  again  arrived,  he  may  nave 
looked  forward  to  the  apnroaching  Christinas  celebration,  but  first 
his  thoughts  were  to  neat  his  humole  home  at  314  South  16th  Street. 

"On  Friday,  December  2nd,  he  left  his  house  at  dusk,  to 
olace  an  order  for  coal  at  a  yard  near  the  river,  before  tne  office 
closed.  Susnicious  characters,  called  the  Schuylkill  Rangers,  were 
known  to  prowl  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Knorr  was  never  seen  again, 
nor  was  the  mystery  of  his  disappearance  ever  solved." 

Mr.  George  Bensinger,  a  past  president  of  the  Mid-Winter 
Educational  Club  of  Pottsville,  when  asked  whether  he  had  ever  heard 
of  the  Schuylkill  Rangers,  replied  "Well,  I  guess  I  have.  They  were 
desoeradoes  of  the  canal.  My  grandfather,  among  other  stories, 
often  told  how  they  came  into  the  Bensinger  store  at  Palo  Alto  and 
lunched  uoon  bologna,  cheese  and  crackers.  Then,  when  finished 
eating,  they  drew  their  daggers  and  picked  their  teeth  with  them". 

Just  recently  I  met  an  old  man  whom  I  knew  as  a  boy, 

George  Shaefer.  I  inquired  of  him  whether  he  knew  anything  about 
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the  Schuylkill  Rangers  and  he  replied  "Plenty!"  Among  other  things, 
he  stated  that  he  knew  them  to  have  been  a  regular  organized  institu¬ 
tion  with  proper  officers,  that  Hendricks  formerly  alluded  to,  was 
at  one  time  their  treasurer  and  nad  missused  their  funds. 

In  Schuylkill  County  we  have  always  regarded  the 
Schuylkill  Rangers  as  connected  only  with  the  Canal  or  canalers. 

Since  the  recent  publication  of  Harry  Emerson  vVilde^js' 
DELAWARE,  we  find  that  the  Schuylkill  Rangers  had  their  headquarters 
in  Philadelphia  and  were  but  one  of  a  number  of  gangs  just  outside 
of  that  citys limits. 

The  rise  of  this  singular  state  of  affairs,  says  Wilde^k 
came  about  thus, - and  we  quote  him  in  full: 

"The  city  government  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  worst 
manifestations  of  mob  spirit  were  arising,  was  much  too  weak  to 
put  effective  brakes  on  the  growing  violence.  The  city  had  far 
outgrown  the  ancient  boundaries  laid  down  by  William  Penn.  Ugly 
slums  sprawled  far  beyond  the  mile-wide  area  which  Penn  had  set. 

The  administrative  frontier,  beyond  which  Philadelphia  police  could 
exercise  no  jurisdiction,  ran  down  the  center  of  a  crowded  street  in 
the  built-up  northern  section  of  the  city.  The  adjoining  'suburb*  of 
Northern  Liberties  was  wholly  indistinguishable  from  the  city  proper. 
Cn  the  south  side,  Moyamensing  'suourb*,  itself  a  populous  community, 
pressed  just  as  close  to  Philadelphia.  Other  independent  towns  were 
separated  from  each  other  and  from  the  metropolis  by  nothing  more 
than  an  imaginary  line. 
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"police  were  heipless.  a  fugitive  from  Philadelphia, 
escaping  to  the  north  side  oJ  Callowhill  Street,  could  thumb  nis 
nose  with  impunity  at  the  fuming  officer:  a  Moyamensing  culprit, 
dashing  over  South  Street,  found  refuge  in  Philadelphia.  Twenty- 
nine  wholly  independent  cities,  districts,  boroughs  and  townships 
governed  the  cne  region  now  included  in  the  city  oi  Philadelphia. 

None  of  the  twenty-nine  was  rich  enough,  or  strong  enough,  to 
guarantee  itself  a  reign  of  law  and  order . 

’’Gangsterism  wins  where  legal  methods  fail,  where 
legitimate  authority  is  split  too  many  ways,  where  official  red 
tape  tangles  law  enforcement,  the  racketeer  may  profit.  In  pre- 
Civil  War  Philadelphia,  when  authorized  policemen  could  not  keep 
the  peace,  lawless  gangsters  blustered  arrogantly.  For  more  than  a 
generation  the  calm  city  of  brotherly  love  was  a  turbulent  hellhole 
where  arson,  riot  and  murder  were  unchecked. 

"The  gangs  were  petty  chiselers  whose  pickings  were 
meager,  but  they  insisted  on  their  orivileges.  modern  racketeering 
methods  of  ’protection’  or  of  muscling  in  on  business  were  unknown, 
but  gangsters  looked  to  private  citizens  to  make  small  contributions 
to  nicnic  funds,  for  ’socials,’  and  at  stated  intervals  for  promotion 
of  good  will.  Each  gang  possessed  its  territory  and  at  the  frontiers 
of  the  nrovince  chalked  its  name  defiantly  on  the  red-brick  walls. 

The  sign  of  Schuylkill  Ranger,  or  Kensingston  Blood-tub,  or  nats, 
or  Killers,  or  Swampoodle  Terriers,  warned  rivals  against  encroachment . 

"But  mere  frontier  signs  were  not  enough  to  keep  off  bold 
invaders.  A  growing  gang,  made  confident  by  numbers  of  past  nrovess. 
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seeking  to  acquire  nevv  lands  or  to  annex  a  district  for  some  ambi¬ 
tious  young  lieutenant,  might  move  into  another  gang's  preserves. 

Some  restless  spirits,  fired  by  the  fighting  fever,  might  stir  up 
troubles,  after  some  particularly  joyous  round  of  free  lunches  at 
the  bars,  for  nure  love  of  battle.  In  such  event  bricks,  stones 
and  loaded  clubs  wrought  heavy  havoc.  Brass-knuckled  warriors 
jumped  with  soiked  boots  upon  their  fallen  foes.  Gun  fighting  was 
not  common.  The  code  of  gangsterism  much  preferred  the  hana-tc- 
hand  encounter. 

"Gangsters  held  a  healthy  hatred  for  eacn  other,  but  they 
were  at  one  in  their  contemot  for  cops.  The  poor  policemen  armed 

only  with  long  billies  of  hardwood - officials  we re  yet  loath  to 

arm  their  men  with  pistols — faced  a  hopeless  task  in  trying  to  Dut 
down  the  riots.  When  wars  were  raging,  a  Bouncer  or  a  Ranger  stood 
sentry  to  give  warning.  If  officers  were  numberous,  gangsters  hid 
their  weapons  quickly;  only  an  unusual  throng  of  peaceful  corner 
loungers  slouched  idly  by  the  cigar-store  corner.  But  if  a  lone 
patrolman  strolled  by  on  his  rounds,  warring  gangsters  called  a  truce 
to  pile  on  the  common  enemy.  A  bluecoat  would  be  lucky  to  escape 
with  any  ~ortion  of  his  uniform,  for  the  mob  delighted  in  wrenching 
away  his  shield  or  stealing  his  helmet.  One  famous  gangster— girl, 
sweetheart  oi  the  Schuylkill  Rangers,  wore  witn  proper  oride  a  neck¬ 
lace  of  oolicemen's  teeth,  knocked  out  by  her  adoring  swains." 

Recently,  in  a  letter  to  the  Pottsville  Librarian,  Mr. 
vYilde  says  he  .knows  this  lady  of  the  necklace,  who  is  still  a±ive  and 
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a  "friend  of  his".  Thus  the  Canal  itself  seems  to  have  oerisned, 
while  the  gang  of  roughs  it  fostered  carried  on  its  name,  in  the 
city  from  which  its  terrorism  sprang. 

So  closes  all  I  have  been  able  to  find  out  about  the 
Scnuylkill  Rangers  as  sucn.  There  were,  nowever,  other  acts  of 
terrorism  along  the  canal,  which  may  or  may  not  have  originated 
with  them. 


•The  i’etiel",  my  boyhood  uelight  as  I  sa 
her  t;oing  to  rr  fro,  to  ing  th<  boat?  to  their  respective  places. 
Kr«  oiojor  of  Cress  na  (  a  vsxy  oo  likeness)  ,  til  ays  at  his  ja- 
gino,  fir  'Jiliiaia  Mellon,  the  pilot,  at  the  dot. 


John  B.  Bovraan 


This  picture  was  probably  taken  around  1875*  It  ir.  the 
company  blacksmith  shop  vhich  lay  across  the  canal  nearly  opposite 
the  Doherty  House.  Henry  Byerly,  the  hoa  blacksmith  (in  Lite  cap), 
holds  the  middle  mule.  His  assistants  shoeing  the  other  t  o  are  Gil¬ 
lian  Bensinger  (loft)  an  Jimon  Moyer  (right).  The  little  boy  ir 
Charles  Butler,  bettor  kno.n  as  "fat". 

Picture  and  information  by  William  Mangel. 


*  v':  “n  'c  funeral  procession  reached  John  Bader's 
saloon  on  Dock  Street  the  Jayhawker  e topped,  and  said  to  his 
cronies,  "Let's  have  a  drink  before  we  go",  then  turning  a- 
round  upon  the  steus,  facing  the  cornse  in  the  box,  he  said, 

"It  s  too  bad,  kitty,  that  you  can't  cone  along  in  with  us 
and  have  one". 
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Largely  fron  tho  bound  ooplos  of  tttt>  InoA  Journal, 
kept  In  the  ^olJU'lklll  County  Historical  Jocioty,  and  l'ron  my  otm 
knowledge,  I  have  puthorod  furthor  cola  of  lf»  loaunoa  i  me.  torror 
elonr  the  aohuyli  111  Canal. 

Tho  fomor  I  relate  in  tlw>  order  of  their  occurrence,  t!« 

lr. tier  co  they  cono  to  nind. 

Ky  first  entry  Is  Part  Carbon  cod  Xswtontcmm# 

”la  tiio  Jprlnf;  of  1B31  many  balldlnga  woro  act  afire  and 
destroyed*  The  fire  department  of  fottavillo  waa  called  on,  rSbm 

r'r^.,1  . .C  Li-0  ’  m  In  0  Ml  I  I  Aft  I  I  I  u  '-rv  |  iMtfftMB 

t.  o  ?  c'-anicavlllo  ..ill*  One  v..’  van  :  11I<  .  .1.  0  .  ;nuoll,  in 

o  Tubllcationa  of  Schuylkill  0«mty  Hiaterlcel  ‘^ooiety,  Vol*  4, 
p.  15C,  Takes  thia  ate  to.  .oat,  which  -tc  folio  up  with  thoae  or.corpto 
fren  tho  -lner*a  Journal! 

rJn  tho  nuno  and  by  tiio  out  orlty  of  the  Corr:oer  wealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  Oovemar  Oeorgo  ’Volf  offored  •  reword  of  450. OC,  and 
later  added  C200.00  no  ,  or  lnfornofcion  leading  to  tis  arreat  and 
conviction  of  tho  ralaorconta  who  porpetratod  thia  nofnrioun  atteripi 

to  da  troy  b  fire  the  town  of  Port  Carbon,  ita  3©hu;llcill  county.** 

T?  ia  no  ocrly  in  'ay,  10J1. 
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On  Ltay  Oth  of  tlio  ouno  yocuc*  tho  oitisono  of  Port  Oar bon 
ofr-erod  a  reward  of  tlOO.OO  aignod  by  "  111 Ian  Lawton,  Car  nol  F. 
Igtharillf  Lewis  ia^er,  ill  Ian  Boabyshcll,  E«  S*  tome,  >Jdv/tird 
iU;"'O0,  .  ;•  ,  V-  -  '  »  11  lit—  Milton,  tl'.iis:  . 

Pull,  matron,  loll  end  henry  or  tor* 

A  C10C.00  reward  v;aa  of  foro  J  by  the  oitlsono  of  Pottavillc* 
Hioao  of  fora  of  rovurd  atoorl  advertised  for  ovor  one  ;/©ar  $  vSjon,  on 
JUnc  4  th,  tho  following  r^vorfcioaooifc  appeared t 

"0100.00 

"Sho  au'  oo ribor  will  pay  t lie  above  reward  for  uuoh  infonao- 
tion  aa  nay  load  to  knowledge  of  the  perpotretore  of  the  la  to  daring 
attempt  to  fire  tlio  town  of  ort  Carbon*  4io  av/fUl  uncertainty  of 

tbo  In  cations  of  tlio  wretehee  end  oonoeqncnt  oiinloty  of  tie  in- 

\ 

habitants!,  and  Injury  to  taio  growth  and  prooporlty  of  tlio  piece,  in 
C  -r.  ;  er  :  f  ’O  1 1  lii  M  I  Ml  fltfMP 

tho  above  reward,  for  a  knowledge  of  tho  inoo  idlarioo  alone*  If  facta 
arc  eon  unloatod  they  will  ’’X)  oiujninod  Into,  and,  should  they  lend  to 
a  oenviotion  of  the  parties,  t’10  xjrson  unking  tJso  oommioat:  on  cCiall 
hnvo.  In  addition,  the  benefit  of  all  Uio  reward*  which  In  vo  boon 
offered  without  incur ing  tlio  expanse  or  roepmolbility  of  the  prooo- 
oution*  3uoh  evldenoo  ao  nay  '»  of  To  rod  on  £}»  strou  th  of  tills 
advertisement  nay  bo  con  unioatod  to  •  C«  aroo,  ort  Carbon,  onry 
or  tor,  ,cq*,  Lowia  'ayor  or  d /aid  .’ughoa. 

11  illiAii  Lawton,  Juno  4t  ,  10.  j£* 

The  abovo  advertise  ont  appeared  up  until  Co  to  i  cl*  10th, 
1032.  iioro  tho  matter  not  have  ended,  aa  t  o  wrltor  xa  aou  t 

diligently  for  were  information#  Whether  thie  affair  oan  be  laid  at 

tb.o  door  of  the  -c.'tu  •  ■  's  ■  . 
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Hqr  31at*  1836*  a  atriko  oocurred  on  the  3oh  .1  nal 
that  extended  to  the  Union  Canal  at  Piuo(y»ovo*  vf  oro  noting  tool: 
pluoo*  olubo  wore  U30d  and  atonoa  v/oro  tiirown  and  i\v  oato  \roro  ni  d  • 
71*  r,in©r,o  Journal*  Juno  S7th*  186C*  rjontlono  a  atrll  o  of  forty  or 
fifty  boats  out  of  five  thouaand*  At  anot  or  tl.  10 ,  it  ate  tad  tint 
an  ITiahnan  threw  a  atono*  s  laohing  a  window  of  a  a  tore  on  Centro 
street*  rot  svlllo*  July  4th,  103Gf  entlooa  the  t  rront  of  aovo  toon 
rinp  loaders.  Tho  or  three  hundred  oo  *ry  ipuniod  'r  a  bt  rid  invaded 
Pofctavillo*  Jovoral  leaders  were  arrested,  o  ,  ’■olng 

hotly  pursued  by  tho  3herif  f#  'Mlitory  companion  wore  lie  Id  in 
rcadlrjos3  to  nareh*  Afcoit*  e  dozen  Pottov5.il©  nee  trio-  po<  ooubly 
to  pass  up  a  bo*  t  throu£i  future  and  ware  as  ailed*  They  than  or-dc 
i  rmata* 

i«*ron  Vol*  4,  historical  publication  of  tlio  i*oo8or  Pa  para* 
ws  fcelro  tho  following  aooouati 

"The  fioitnenv8  Association  oatabllahad  tholr  headquarters 
at  IMxrburc*  and  all  octa  woro  a  to  pod  at  that  pi;  oo  a  -d  forcod  to 
reuin  there*  a  iloaj  furnla : ad  with  a  pomifc  fron  tho  business 
eorinttoc*  thus  causing  an  ontiro  ston  an©  of  tho  businoaa  on  tho 
canal* 

"The  hisinogj  oon  ilttoo  isjued  positive  ordnro  to  all 
raanbara  of  tho  'Cocloty”  to  abstain  from  all  violonco  and  disorder; 
and,  if  theao  instructions  bed  boon  obeyed*  nil  difforonooo  Ifiit 
hi  ve  boon  ndj  iufco  .  Tut  tho  canal  on  t  Oa.  n ttr.e'x  tho  brv  fc. 

non  that  refused  to  atop*  and  atoned  then*  drc.Ted  than  with  ropes 
ever  the  ground*  and  also  lajp  Leaned  see*  tf  thon* 

‘’Finally,  on  July  6th *  a  rorul:  r  riot  took  plnco  at 
liar  burg  and  a  number  of  boat  earners  wore  ;o‘tf'Od« 
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"This  brought  on t  ora  to  a  oriala  and  seven  tarn  nan  ora 
of  the  t  saoo  atlon  were  crresto  by  tho  authorities  of  orlro  Count  • 
3oat  of  tlioao  xte ro  diuoharrod,  but  Dr*  Joooph  UArruh  i  wl  nino  ot:  ore 
tTOro  indie te  for  conspiracy,  t  o  pro  ooutoro  being:  .  .1  ito, 

0*  Cm  -mJcoop,  Em  0m  Pur  iy,  J.  D*  rootty,  otc. 

"The  ease  was  rlod  In  flooding,  uroat,  103£ .  *his  ondrd 
the  bo&tnsn'a  unlo  .,  though  tho  question  of  freight  end  tri  layorUt- 
tion  re  tea  ro  inod  a  one  of  oon  ontion  for  3010  tlno  to  cm©. 

In  1030  the  only  >aeane  of  t  tmaportlng  oor.l  and  freight 
into  and  out  of  this  oaunty  wo*  by  the  Jchuyl-  lll  Cana 1  • 
above  oonlrovora  v.v.  0  occasioned  -  t  (liar^.ro-  nont  an  fTeirht  rn too, 
by  tho  pertloo  concorne  * 

i^uat  2  th,  1041:  odneadey  ni($&t  last,  3«no  evil 

disposed  nor  non  lot  t!»  we  tor  out  of  tho  ^nrylklll  lewcm  dr:-,  In 
conso  ‘io •■or  of  w  ioh  v/oro  cblirod  ibovo  t  id  Ida'  ti»  den  about 

n  doy*n 

October  let,  1542 1  "Outrage,  To1  borioa,  0:0.*  Our 
neighborhood  hi  a  br*n  tho  aoono  of  scvor&l  tots  of  violence  for 
tho  rx  at  vook,  tho  <J  tails  of  wtloh  no  give  Imre*  A  Vx*  t-yn  fron 
Tol  p©’  ©obon,  »arks  wounty,  mined  Deohtel,  arrived  ot  this  ol/  oo 
In  t/  early  pert  of  tho  week  with  a  boot  lood  of  wheat,  end  0 
oon8'd'roblo  r.nount  of  noncy  upon  bJLo  person,  tlm  pr°c©frda  of  aer  o 
soles  of  flo  r  ho  had  node  durlny  10  trip* 

"On  Tuesday  momlnn,  while  lying  In  his  cabin  alon/*  with 
one  of  hla  hands,  tvro  non  entered,  one  with  n  ot  .die  end  r;  club, 

"r  •  Upon  Inquiring  the  on  use  of 

truaion,  tho  ono  fv  vinr  tho  imlfo  ooired  i  n  by  Ei©  tfirort  civ8  struck 
bln  with  it,  Which  provlfb  ntly  nosed  botwoon  13  <  m  cud  ody. 
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noroly  grceinr  hi#  «1  In.  Throning  hla  off  ho  «r»ranc  t&r  t  o  dorr 
of  the  cabin  and  vmc  about  to  mke  hla  oproaa  Whoa  ho  rooolwod  a 
vlo’ont  blow  free  tbo  club,  upon  hla  faroliocid,  vdOeh  .  rabod  It 
horrl’  ly.  The  rob  ers  t  ©n,  alawed  by  HI#  orles,  -i 
fa,t  their  lora  wild  eerry  than  without  obtaining  any  booty,  he 
having  taken  nroonution,  m  soon  as  they  entered,  to  throw  hla  P00h«t 

bo-  k  In  a  corner  of  tho  cabin  behind  the  . 

The  c  o count  onmoratea  n*my  other  rob'»orioa  at  Jchuyllrlll 

Iiivon  tho  following  night,  and  at  Pottav  Ho,  oa  ro.  Joseph  ito 
®nd  bona,  *mr»n  and  alll^n^a,  and  I71111aw  ilnera  and  Company 
nil  wore  forcibly  entered,  terror  tor,  rbbborioa  and  t?>o  tronrng 
of  -Uellea  wca  oo  brd  at  Sabir  11:111  haven  that  tlio  noro  unto  uoro 
•enpollod  to  provide'  folding  3  ufc  or#  to  oncaoo  tb-elr  a’  or;  rr.lnd<%;8 

at  night. 

HT.  UAHPON  IUOT 

!Joverx)r  11th,  1047i  "On  uoiday  laat  r.  her  nor  *o  tor-n, 
which  was  ongayod  to  h* ul  aorno  of  tho  votoro  to  t?i©  polls,  drove 
te  Eft.  Carbon  were  several  Irisluaem  attempted  to  take  the  flag* 

r  :o#.  HilfTMl  roalatod  b:;  person#  wJto  hod  oharg#  of  thd 
t##a.  The  party  than  oenvaeneed  bantering  out  to  f  i$it,  which  they 
d  dined .  Thoy  then  fpllowod  Jr.  Dor  jer  Into  tho  hotel  r  .ore  ono 
truck  bin.  r.  »r  wont  Irrodtatoly  Into  the  bncl  port  of  the 
hotel.  The  lriahaan  then  began  to  ’eat  and  aal treat  the  uleo. 

‘hen  Donor  end  hla  party  wont  out  to  .rot© at  tho  anintla,  a  tenoral 
fight  e  sued  in  which  Dornor  a  id  govern 1  others  on  both  aides  r.*oro 
badly  boo  ton. 
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Ao  the  fl£ht  p:’o^i ou.ioii  a  t!r#  Joinaon,  on  u;lnocr  of  Cio 

railroad  arrive*!  In  tho  itoh  frag  -oiuylklll  htven,  (who  It  v,rj 
sold  tio  persuaded  to  ccno  up  ognlhat  his  oonaont).  lie  <  Laly 
onrnfod  In  tho  riot  rloo.  brink  bcjta,  atonoo  t.  id  ralaallou  of  ovory 
kind  flow  In  all  d irootiena.  One  hurl od  by  an  Iria'!OTs  n  lit  a  no  or 
irishman  on  the  hook  of  tho  head  outti^ig  it  verv  badly.  lie  liou 

insensible,  sad  ids  rooovory  la  considered  voy  deubUml*  Shertly 

\. 

if  to:  ,r*  J*h:.isO:i  o  In  il ;  .1  S',  ruelr  an  v;:*..  v/W  :  c 

mo  of  his  party  (In  a  ilatoko)  whloh  prkafcratea  him  to  t :•»■  earth 
Dr.  Kohler  who  wj  a  present  took  Jiln  ih  oar.rgo.  *ie  woo  ao.nt  ho  o, 
tot  died  next  evening,  leaving  s  wife  on  the  eve  of  nonflnii— nt  end 

sevo  ol  3“x  11  children*  jovore.1  others  viroro  aovorely  in„1  rt*!.'1 

/ 

Ut.  Carbon  riot  d  ao  tone  up  Docentf  or  lb,  lfKDs  The 
rioters  v/ore  arrest c  d  and  tho  w  lg  pi  rt;y  uoro  Generate  ,  the  Irish* 
man  (who  belonged  to  the  Locoiooo  party;  loot  out,  the  oou?  y  i»d  to 
aaauae  coots  of  1,000*00*  The  evtd  no©  elicited  at  the  trial  proved 
that  ”r.  Joimaon,  who  wr.a  killed  in  tJio  sff  ay,  struck  on  to 
he&d  b  an  Irishman  of  Ills  own  party  with  a  olub ,  ’ilio  aairtlent 

fl©d  tho  CXt  ’07. 

There  rust  have  eon  orovious  or?' oate  for  rlotinr,  fnr, 
en  Jsnuor  Mrd,  104 v  JUd  'O  Kidder  deelf  rod,  ir  aontQno'nx  the  -  1  otero 
at  tho  1  3 1  court,  that  If  any  poraono  wore  oonvletocl  nrpln  boforo 
Mi  for  riot  inn  boating  and  f-^oatonlnr  peraono  anywhere,  t!u  t 

he  wool  ao  id  tho  :  to  tho  neat  antlary* 

fr 

Jtmo  4th,  1053,  on  unknown  nan  about  forty  yoara  of  i  ,*e 
v7&o  drowned  in  thooanal  at  oohuylklll  iiavon.  This  win  at  a  tine 
whon  tho  behuylklll  ^annora  wore  busy  in  thin  rorion* 

The  atory  rur\a  t’uia  i  A  stranger  appeared  in  Pofci  svtllo 
with  a  horse  end  rn.gon  and  aold  tljo  iorao  to  i  tr.  iolm  To-ole  of 
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this  place.  hi  t?*m  had  tho  wagon  tU:on  to  ^!ir;l!  ill  llavon.  ^tci‘ 
ho  trns  ooon  {  by  tvro  non  )  hitching  a  horoo  to  It  at  tho  coding 
de  -ot*  Ono  citizen  inquired  where  he  wee  (seine  end  he  replied 
a*rrlaburg%  °no  of  then  oaid  "This  is  a  strong  l  eu-  to  ah.'t  for 
Zfcrriaburg,  i»ll  hot  that  horse  ia  stall  ,  whereupon  the  non  ren 
and  ,'iinpou  into  tao  Canal* 

Ono  of  the  rn©;i  ron  coroao  t:*o  oridg©  thinking  to  l^ad  liin 
*’»  other  mb  eel  led  to  hla  to  ooao  took  end  eaid  "Hi  ia  drowning*  • 
A  boat  vea  out  loooo  anti  the  non  taken  out  dot.d,  lie  had  aovoral  ;  old 
dollura  in  his  packet  oik!  a  two  end  ouo-lua  f  gold  pit  ce.  Jo  wt:o 
supposed  to  bo  .  ndrow  Dcuoa,  o  notorious  ohia’aotor  of  r’hilad  1  rxhio. 
ytio  iotoo  proved  to  beloa  to  Ocpfc^ln  Ctov/urt  L7I0  a  Ixx  tnotw  r*ha 
horao  wca  taken  {road?  homoaood)  fron  the  atabloa  of  XitK»o  1 1  von. 

llorso  a  tooling  woe  oomon  in  thooo  dn;*a  and  prove  Lied  to 
a  gront  extent  in  la  tor  years  during  ay  boyhood,  and  stt»  Conors 
hod  their  horeos  inaurod  again  at  ho  oo  soall^g*  Tliorc  vjoro  letters 
bumod  into  tho  1  oovea  of  ay  inolo*a  horaoa,  find  w  on  I  ashed  : '.In 
*■  ■hytff  ho  ropl  od,  "They  roprooont  tho  insurance  oonpeny  in  vTldoh  Ux*y 
aro  inaurod”, 

Ono  Jundny  ©ftomoon  a  horee  thiof  vma  caught  at  that 
aa»  Lutz*  Tavern  (then  l:opt  by  ion  *ootor)*  .jo  vnia  soiling  a  Mree 
too  cheap  to  ring  truo,  to  a  shoe  agent  by  tho  nen  of  noylor* 

VI 10  widow  ooott,  who,  even  t  io  top  lining  of  tho  present, 
kept  a  tuve  rn,  tl»o  first  ouoo  >olo<7  tho  ^>von  Ctars,  a  loo  ran  a 
large  Ihm  end  attended  market  in  Pottovlllo.  ■ft*  favorite  horee 
(  arry)  waa  atolc.i  fron  tho  bam  that  adjoins  the  x»a©.  This 
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harac  hod  c  pseullnr  pndfllo  with  Is  faro  Toot  whon  trotting.  *3. 

oott«s  daughter  ary  (It. to  Kra.  Xaasr  of  hol  ding)  and  tor  rottor 
rreitor  act  out  with  another  lioroo  to  find  tho  thief#  Tlioy  got  aa 

for  as  tho  a*iin  otroot  of  borwie!:,  when  'lory  oxolul  led,  "  ore  to 
po'ics,  aoo  Iiin  pad  lo  find  look  at  the  dll  to  otr,otL  do*/n  is  If  c  • 
They  hollod  tho  non  in  the  baggy,  «  doctor  who  Ijad  tn  oco  itly  paid 
o  fair  nrioo  for  tho  horoo  a  .id  had  to  louo  It*  ’-ho  t  -.of  got  ©vv&y 
hut  was  finally  caught  In  ottor  horao  atonllnr  trcnaecr.lono,  ?*b 
coofct  v.'nn  tho  grc  diothor  of  that  offlclont  Chief  rVirgoaa  coott  of 
Schuylkill  He  von# 

On  July  2nd,  1GG3,  n  ”r#  B.  I  owon  tho  looktonder  ct  ’Vive. 
Loc7'n”  we 3  ah?  ofully  beaten,  by  aovoral  Irish  o?  tnem#  Vsoy  *-ore 
errea ted  end  taken  oforo  a  Squire,  end  finally  given  ’’log  till*  by 

tho  oltlrono. 

SrT,ictiao  liitor,  on  Juno  30th,  e  party  of  JLrloi-ion  rofuocd 

1 

to  pay  ttolr  faro  on  d  and"  in  tho  Lino  1.111  oars#  “.ion  tho  con¬ 
ductor  told  thCKi  that  they  had  not  and  to  "tferk  ovor  tho  dines  or 
1»11  have  the  whole  party  llokod  on  arriving  at  Schuylkill  Uivorv', 
they  still  refused  and  uoro  ao  vod  with  a  oorr  loto  drubbing  at  tho 
flits  of  tto  Schuylkill  Haven  gutrcla# 

Hot  all  the  torrorlan  of  tto  canals  was  confined  to  that 
of  tho  SohuylLlll  Canal,  os  a  Sciiuylklll  Haven  family  found  cat,  to 
thsir  sorrow,  on  April  34th,  1000: 

"/•dan  F#  rrm  a  boctnnn  woo  nurdorod  at  'orga  ,  !<or  Jeroo;  # 
Ho  hod  loft  hla  boat  ttore  In  tto  fall  of  the  year,  vbon  navigation 
baa  sod  and  h/d  gone  to  rin  it  book  to  3chu~  11:111  County  !n  tto 
s prior#  It  appears  that  he  hod  been  killed  upon  board  tbs  beet  sad 
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hlo  body  thrown  overbo*  rd  of  tor  hia  xxjloto  wo,*o  rifled  of  t-aolr 
ccnto.ita— idl  but  four  dollars,  tiiroo  of  which  woro  token  by  the 
ooronor  wiio  I -sold  no  inquoa  t,  and  who  loft  tiio  body  lyinc  on  to 
towp*  ,h  for  two  days ,  until  lJwm’a  Ibtlior  ax* 'ivod  and  to  k  It  la 

eiior  o* 

urs.  ddward  nor  tot,  of  tho  ’aovon  otaro"  V  oac  not  or 
woo  tho  v7lfo  of  tlK>  -urdorod  non,  and  now  ded  about  forty  yoors, 
said  that  she  oan  recall  liar  mother  telling  °f  affair. 

lior  ixiobood  had  gen o  to  i'Ot  tlio  t.-naft  an  roloto  above. 

"  'n  arriving  at  or^-on  o  hid  first  gmo  to  t*jO  loc:s  to  got  rro- 
vlslons,  5  of oro  £Olng  to  hlo  boot,  t^io  loci;  tend  r  said,  "Tliero 
are  two  nl&  oro  on  our  l  oot*'.  bon  ho  {  Ot  there  they  v/ore  (one, 
but  that  niwht  ho  \/«  o  Hid  rod  and  tlirown  ovorboa.  d.  t':c  nor.t  dr.y 
tlx>  coot  t  o  token  fron  off  two  body,  with  vMoh  to  oovor  ltc  face, 
but  tho  oo  poo  m:a  loft  lying  in  tlio  au  for  two  day a,  upon  tiio 
towpath  until  hlo  fatlior  oould  pot  there % 

both  tho  ItilJLod  lphia  and  Pottevlllo  papers  conaurod  the 
authorities  of  ISorgori  Count;/,  liovv  Jersey  for  tliolr  neglectful  and 
hoartloaa  conduct  regarding  tlio  victim,  who  loft  o  wider  and  tl^roo 
very  snail  boys,  two  ono  a  new  bom  :cby#  'fhoro  rjoro  11 linn,  J^lin 
an  la*’  .,  J-r.,  kho  -eon  o  roo"»oota>  hualnoas  jon  i  y  jroninont 
citl  ^na  of  be  uy  11:111  Haven. 

They  ore  all  tiiroo  active  in  Democratic  politico,  and 
Willi—  was  the  father  of  tL  .  ^  \f-\o  tiled  ocrly  In  the 


year  1J44,  and.  who  eld  various  poa  tloao  uiv.3  r  Ik  i.  Tocrotio  party 

and  woo  fo  many  years  clcr]  at  t'x>  Jell. 
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The  strdred  rum*  a  widow  married  Amiol  Aiehert,  tdio  voa 
et  one  time  "IUrcotor  of  tho  hoor"  of  Johuylklll  County#  Jo  m-do  a 
good  father  to  tho  throo  littlo  'To wn  boys  and  ho  o  k1  hta  wife  ]*d 
throe  ohlldren  of  tbolr  own,  of  trhlah  Ira.  Tlnarlek  to  tho  lcnao 

survivor, 

January  Ord,  1001  i  *A  nun  or  of  i^ro  one  fron  -<ohu;  IkiU 
Haven  tre  again  eon.  c  dug  for  tl>c  bod  of  »  Hr#  Ifcuau,  el  o  dio- 
apponrod  cm  t  o  night  of  tho  1<  at  eloction#  :*>  io  aup  eaod  to 
have  been  :urd  rod# 

Juno  27  th,  1001 1  "Tim  dwelling  of  r,  deary  Ft sher  of 
/ifxiro  we  a  ontorod  on  t  e  night  of  t.c  12  th  It  at,  end  700*00  a  to!  on. 
Tho  r-iOnoy  cao  talron  fron  o  desk  In  the  room  adjoining  Mr,  lplehor,s 
a  looping  ehfinber,  tlio  do  r  of  which  w&a  open  when  ho  retired*  TJio 
thiovos  cloaod  tho  door,  looked  it  and  fill©  t!»  key  hole  with 
paper,  wit  o  it  dleturbt  7  7  mewfeer  of  the  tally*  I  bend  for 

•$120C ,0C  and  othor  pc  owi  woro  af;er/ard  foun  In  tho  bum,  T* 
ft3her  offered  n  roword  of  200*00  for  the  onoy  (  r *1  conviction  of 
tho  t-  leve a.'’ 

Miao  dolt  no  Bevor  of  fiohravillo,  Dortca  County,  via  found 
uurd>  red  noor  fell©  canal  on  Jan.jary  18,  1902. 

On  Taroh  17th,  1000,  Martin  tin  ol,  an  agent  of  t ho  tichuyl- 
kill  navigation  Oaipa  7,  was  r  ebbed  whilo  taloop  In  hi  a  room  at  tho 
aa  in  ton  Hall,  Johuylkill  haven*  31ac  thouaand  dollars  In  canh 
aa  to  on,  $3,0C0#  C  in  ohooka  ma  recovered  1  nd  hia  ioo,  oU >00;  , 

The  nonoy  .ma  to  pay  the  workmen  at  dohaylklll  haven  and  Port  J*rl  on. 
The  Oft  ah  iv. ^eon  aev?od  in  hia  elothoe  a.  id  was  cut  out  by  tho  thief* 
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Oocrgo  tiylcr^a  father  i  d  tho  oliip  >or  at  Ho.  12  It  nc'lnr 

nnd  he  'roouroi  far  his  son  tlio  Job  of  or  and  bey  about  the  dock. 

Ctoorge  gave  rao  a  vclucblo  piooo  of  Inf  or  mti  on,  lio  auld 
that  "Tj  oro  wore  ^'*00  tout*  waagd  by  tljc  Canal  Jon pa:iy,  v/  on  orrlors 
oat)  that  tho  canal  would  be  tdx  ndoned  In  10  6, 

That  woe  not  tho  only  lto  of  Interest  that  ho  gave  i  k  • 
iio  told  of  t  bloody  fight  that  tool:  pi/  oo  nt  tlio  guard  loo’m  now? 
the  railroad  bridge,  otwoon  tv/o  an  waouu  nlekncuflea  xrovo  CJlmal;  tutd 
Pauper*  Ho  tlDflori'xjd  t  o  fight  as  t  .e  oat  iiotrid  ono  ?x>  hud  over 
witnessed.  Tl®  roul  ncuaea  of  t  o  tv/o  non  or-  tho  ntuioa  of  ti®  beets 
tliey  ocno  froo  ho  did  not  knot?* 

Tho  boutj  oa no  together  at  the  lo oka  ui id  upon  aoela,  ono 
another,  both  cn  iamedlutely  atripjxj  naked  to  tho  truant,  tho  crows 
of  ceeh  boat  to*  in*  sides,  with  a  few  color' kero*  Tho  fight  or  u  trove 
desperate  a  id  vicious,  and  a  ere  d  gathered*  ho  railroad  bridge 
became  crowded,  and  before  t!*>  fight  end  d  George  said,  "half  of 
the  town  was  there-’*  "They  feu  tit  for  h*  If  of  tie  d p.  until  night 
mm"»  Their  fnooa  wore  mangled  and  gory  and  bleed  severed  their 
bodies.  They  become  oo  exhausted  t •  at  their  frienda  would  all 
the*  opart  to  ta  o  v  breathing  spoil,  than  lot  then  fight  again. 

This  conti.:  od  during  the  whole  afternoon  and  evening  rnfi  \/lx>n  night 
eano  t  hoy  both  lay  but  to  od  anti  bruised,  tor  exhausted  t.o  novo. 

Another  ’Tgpng*  that  has  Juat  cono  to  ay  nincl,  *as, 
when  I  wo  a  a  avail  boy  fishing  off  t Jw  towpafch  in  front  of  like 
onohan'a  (  hnnigen,  -xslmylkiii  Liuvoa  than  rronouncot’  it)  ■  loon, 
two  mn  (a  arontly  good  friends)  bud  l/Qai  on  Joying  a  bottle  of  w!  lai  oy. 
’ith  no  provocation  Whofcovor,  the  larger  of  tlu>  two  rroac  r  id  began 
.  :.okin  -  t  ic  sorted  one  in  tho  oto  o  <_>x  oldo  lnoo"  ing  hirv  over  t  jC 
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still  kioklnf  hlra  ^bout*  Then  ho  would  pour  'f  ijl®  Co.  \  ;  i  vioti  *o 

t’.iroct  tnd  eynln  would  tn’  c  n  drink  hlcsoolf*  Zlilti  u  rx  no  never*  1 
tinea  #  fcbo  *lm:  >-dunb  7  vlot'n  aover  n  la  -  <  v/ocixl  no:’  tul luting. 
Finally  ho  It  7  u  cwwolau.  )o  one  f  2  on  the  at  loon  a*  t.  ywhoro  olse 
ca  jo  to  t  .0  nan#a  rooouo,  tjnd  fsarlnj  } jq  wae  d  ad ,  1  xmarxi  oocc'od 
an  ran  x>  &• 

It  rniot  not  bo  emitted  tiiat  tho  JahuylldLll  Ganal  we 3  alone 
in  its  violent  latory .  Prom  V  o  days  when  the  flnt*bcntKxin  returned 
frora  %»  Orloane,  only  to  bo  preyod  upon  by  the  outlaws  of  the 
Wnohoa  rooo,  violo  j30  lies  folic -od  Ute  wntora,  von  tho  wheeled 
traff  c  of  our  own  doy  is  not  without  tho  iijoo!:oro* 


'JU-.  /?  f*?  /  7  VC>, 
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HACK-LOADS 


My  recollection  of  the  boats  on  the  Schuylkill  Canal 
that  cane  back  from  their  trip  Is,  that  they  came  in  light  with¬ 
out  cargoes,  with  very  few  exceptions. 

On  one  occassion  Mr.  Harner  brought  back  a  load  of  water 
melons  to  Canal  Street  and  was  disposing  of  them  very  cheaply. 

We  were  a  family  of  nine  kids  and  Mother,  and  to  cut  a  big  melon 
into  ten  equal  marts,  meant  only  a  small  portion  to  each  one  of 
us.  So  when  I  told  mother  about  Mr.  Harner1 s  sale,  she  said, 

"That  I  could  take  the  wheelbarrow  and  bring  back  as  many  as 
I  could  rush".  The  barrow  held  six  medium  size  melons,  I  be¬ 
lieve  he  only  charged  me  fifty  cents  for  the  load,  and  I  felt 
that  for  once  I  was  going  to  have  enough  watermelon. 

Like  good  children  we  all  went  to  church  and  Sunday  school, 
but  mother  had  to  stay  at  home  to  cook  the  dinner  and  look  after 
oui  Tittle  sister  who  came  to  us  ten  years  subsequent  to  my  hav¬ 
ing  oeen  the  baby.  When  we  arrived  hone,  dinner  was  ready  and 
mother  told  Lin  and  me  to  bring  up  from  the  cellar  the  two  nicest 
melons,  to  be  cut  after  the  meal.  What  a  disappointment  it  was 
to  all  of  us,  when  we  found  all  of  those  six  melons  hollowed  out 
by  rats.  With  chagrin  and  dtspalr  we  carried  those  six  melons 
up  the  lot  to  the  chicken  run,  an  old  fashioned  stone  drain  led 
from  our  cellar,  out  across  the  street  and  then  through  lots 
down  to  the  Canal,  through  which  an  invasion  of  rats  came  to 
thumb  their  noses  at  our  dogs  and  cats.  I  have  often  wondered 
whether  they  were  musk  rats.  We  had  a  rug  made  of  musk  rat  skins 
Some  of  these  musk  rats  had  been  tramped  in  our  own  cellar. 
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On  an  other  Instance  some  of  the  boys  In  our  school  were 
handing  out  free  licorice  root,  and  said,  "That  a  certain  boat 
must  have  had  a  back  cargo  if  it,  as  the  caotain  had  thrown  lots 
of  it  out  to  the  side  of  the  towpath".  I  went  to  this  place  after 
school  and  found  traces  left  of  it  in  a  large  pile  of  finse^coal 
and  dirt,  that  had  all  been  worked  over  by  the  boys.  Evidently 
this  boat  must  have  carried  loose  licorice  root  to  some  destination 
on  its  way  back,  and  the  man  after  cleaning  its  hold,  threw  the 
remnants  and  dirt  across  the  towpath. 

However,  I  knew  Isaac  Moyer,  he  was  very  old  in  my  time 
and  I  do  not  recall  any  of  his  back  loads,  but  I  was  told  that  he 
had  made  an  extensive  business  of  it.  He  had  a  large  family  of 
girls  and  boys.  He  always  took  one  of  his  daughters  alorg  on  the 
trips  to  do  the  cooking  and  help  with  the  sale  of  the  produce  on 
the  way  bacv. 

I  was  told  that  he  procured  produce  of  vegetables  of  all 
kinds  available  and  sold  them  at  the  locks  on  the  way  back  as 
well  as  well  as  at  home.  His  daughter  traded  with  the  lock  tender's 
wives,  (while  the  men  were  busy  with  the  gates)  for  cash  or  what¬ 
ever  they  h"d  to  exchange. 

Mr.  Moyer's  daughter,  in  f rutl-canning  time  was  always 
busy,  on  the  back  trup,  canning  such  New  Jersey  tomatoes  and 
peaches  as  would  otherwise  have  spoiled. 

This  thrifty  practice  stored  the  Moyers  home  shelves,  but 
the  daughters  declared  they  "had  canned  all  the  way  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Schuylkill  Haven". 

T  was  told  that  Dutch  John  Strauser  of  Shoemaker sville  was 
bringing  back  a  load  of  watermelons  to  Hamburg  when  his  boat  passed 
the  boat  of  an  Irishman  by  the  name  of  Lynaugh  from  Mt, Carbon, 
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Lynau  h  called  out  "Hay,  Dutchle!  Throw  us  a  Cuple  over".  The  Dutch¬ 
man  rep]  led  "Get  out  yfirn  Irish  nations.'  You  haf  licence  uf  your  Knf> 
so  big  as  a  natza  can".  Translated,  "You  have  lice  on  your  head  as 
big  as  a  tomato  can. " 

halt  was  brought  back  in  boat  loads  to  the  brewery  in  the 
Orchard,  (Lauers  Brewery)  and  iron  ore  to  the  Atkins  furnace  on  the 
island  south  of  town. 

Some  things  were  brought  back  that  were  not  in  boat  loads. 

These  partial  loads  were  picked  up  unpaid  for.  I  was  told  that 

you  could  leave  an  order  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Burton,  for  a 

after¬ 
particular  kind  or  breed  of  dog  and  that  often^a  trip  or  two  he  would 

have  that  very  kind  of  dog  for  you. 

Noah  Cross  visited  a  smoke  house,  somewhere  along:  the  Canal. 
Ellen  Feau\v  was  with  him  on  that  trio,  and  afterward  when  Ellen  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  street,  the  boys  would  yell,  "Who  stole  the  hamV Ellen 
would  jump  and  yell*,  v'l  didn't  steal  it!  I  only  helped  to  eat  it". 

On  the  down-trip  the  Key  boys  got  their  eyes  on  a  lock- 
tenders  fine  litter  of  pigs.  On  the  home  trip  while  the  father  and 

the  boy  (Boxer  hey)  were  helping  the  locktender,  the  other  brother  went 

around  to  the  rear  and  purloined  one  of  the  pigs  and  went  up  the  tow- 

path  with  it,  “the  pig  squealing  all  the  while.  Having  finished  his  work 

at  the  locks,  Boxer  hurried  up  the  path  with  the  team.  The  locktender 
hearing  the  squeal  of  the  pig,  went  back,  counted  his  pigs,  found 
one  missing,  and  then  hurried  after  the  boys,  3oxer  catching  up  with 
Lis  brother,  quickly  forsook  the  team  and  ran  on  ahead,  whereupon  his 
brother,  seeing  the  locktender  coming  dropped  the  pig,  and  paid  all 
attention  to  the  team.  It  being  after  dark  he  thought  he  could  fool 
the  man,  but  the  locktender  booted  him  and  belted  him  across  the  ears. 

The  boy  denied  that  he  had  stolen  the  pig  and  said,  "So  sure  it  vas 
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not  me-  Ttf  was  Boxer," 

The  man  got  hie  pig  back.  -Nevertheless,  he  was  not  satisfied* 
as  he  told  his  story  to  all  who  came  to  his  locks,  how  the  boy  Key 
stole  his  pig  and  then  said,  "Bo  sure  It  vas  not  me.  It  vas  Boxer." 
Piggle  Ney  became  hls  name.  I  never  knew  him  by  any  other  and  the 
boys  on  the  stree thViuld  yell  at  him,  "So  sure  it  vas  not  me  It 
vas  Boxer. 

It  was  general  belief  that  certain  boatmen  whom  I  knew, 
would  not  hesitate  to  capture  ducks  and  geese  swimning  or  sleep¬ 
ing  on  the  water  at  night,  and  sometimes  had  little  pigs  for 
sale,  when  they  never  had  a  mother  pig  of  their  own. 

One  man  from  the  Jefferson  valley  always  came  to  town  with 
more  chickens  than  he  raised  himself,  and  was  supposed  to  be 
an  exoert  chicken  thief  along  the  canal. 

The  canal  was  in  operation  from  Philadelphia  un  through 
the  Schuylkill  valley  to  Pottsville  and  other  points,  before  the 
Heading  Railroad  was  built.  Its  purpose  was  to  shim  coal  down 
and  bring  back  loads  of  merchandise  to  this  region  as  early  as 
1830  and  perhaps  several  years  earlier. 

Its  port  In  Pottsville , or  dock,  was  in  the  neighborhood 
of  East  Norwegian  and  Railroad  Streets,  where  coal  was  dumped 
into  the  boats  and  the  backloads  of  merchandise  were  unloaded. 

Packet  or  passenger-carrying  boats  ran  as  far  north  as 

Reading.  Carl  Wilson  in  the  book  "17^' Anniversary  of  Schuylkill 
.  v 

haven,  states,  that  "In  1830  packet  boats  ran  from  Philadelphia 
to  Reading  and  the  fare  was  two  dollar  s  and  fifty  cents,  meals 
could  be  served  on  the  boats,  but  sleeping  quarters  were  not 
available.  However,  the  trip  one  way  was  made  in  a  day.  He 
-■Iso  state sJTrora  1832  to  1835  a  steam  boat  ran  from  Philadephia 
to  Reading  and  the  passengers  fare  was  bne  dollar." 

Whether  regular  oassenger  -carrying  boats  ran  as  far  as 

Pottsville,  I  cannot  be  certain  about,  yet^  a  man  from  Mt.Laffee 

in  1832  went  on  a  boat  to  meet  his  wife,  who  had  landed  from 
England. 

At  the  Pottsville  post-office,  store,  his  wife's 
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letter  from  Englan  had  been  lost  between  bolts  of  cloth,  and 
just  discovered.  From  it  he  had  learned  that  she  and  her  eight 
children  must  already  have  landed.  In  the  meanwhile  the  wife 
had  decided  to  come  ut>  to  Pottsville  in  search  of  her  missing 
husband.  As  their  boats  passed  each  other  somewhere  between 
Pottsville  and  Philadelphia,  one  of  his  little  daughters  caught 
sight  of  her  father,  the  two  boats  were  stopped  and  the  united 
family  came  back  up  to  Pottsville  — the  husband  probably  the 
haprlest  "b  ck-load"  the  Canal  ever  carried. 

"McCools  History"  states,  that  in  1830 'one  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  emegrants  arrived  in  St.Clair  who  had  come  uo  the  Canal  on 
boats.  They  were  miners  from  Durham  in  England." 

In  later  years  stations  were  established  at  intervals  along 
the  Canal  for  the  accomodation  of  its  employees,  especially  the 
drivers,  who  were  called  "Station  Drivers*",  ileal-checks 
were  given  each  driver,  sufficient  for  the  return  trip.  However, 
any  one  possessing  one  of  these  checks  could  go  to  the  station 
and  get  a  meal.  Some  drivers  liked  whiskey  or  beer  better  than 
eating,  and  would  pay  their  bills  at  the  saloons  with  them.  They 
were  a  commodity  along  the  Canal  and  other  emoloyees  were  anxious 
to  get  possession  of  thetn- 

h.e  Pottsville  Free^Publlc  Library*  possesses  one  of  these 
Canal  meal-checks. 

The  i lrst  boats  on  the  Canal  were  small  and  contained  only 
eighteen  to  twenty  tons.  These  boats  were  drfewn  by  men  who  sold 
their  load  in  small  quantities  all  along  the  line  on  the  way  to 
Philadelphia. 
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A  river  boatr.an,  who,  with  four  eons  ran  a  fleet  of 
boats,  about  New  York  City  and  the  Erie  Canal,  came  back  to 
Schuylkill  Haven,  to  get  himself  another  wife,  after  his  first 
wife  had  died. 

He  was  successful  in  his  love  making,  and  decided  to  remain 
in  the  town  and  let  the  sons  carry  on  the  business. 

To  provide  a  home  for  his  new  wife  he  purchased  a  property 
on  Main  Street  and  built  a  home  for  his  new  family  on  the  rear 
of  the  lot  enclosing  the  outhouse  or  privy,  leaving  the  main 
property  without  any  toilet  facilities,  either  inside  or  out. 

He  then  sold  the  Main  Street  property,  promising  verbally  to 
at  once  build  a  privy. 

When  the  purchaser  moved  in,  there  was  no  outhouse  as' 
promised.  When  asked  about  it,  the  former  owner  sarcastically 
replied,  "Build  your  own  privy, there  is  nothing  in  the  deed 
about  it." 

A  window  and  the  kitchen  door  of  his  new  home  opened  out 
ri^ht  on  the  line  of  the  property.  A  son  of  the  purchaser  said, 

'I'll  fix  him".'  And  he  began  to  dig  a  hole  right  at  the  kitchen 
door  of  the  new  home. 

The  boatman  came  out  in  a  huffy  and  asked  "What  are  you 

uolng  there?"  "Why, digging  a  hole  for  our  privy",  was  the  reply. 

Oh  no ,y cure  not .  Put  it  back  there,  away  from  my  door",  ar&'ued 

the  man.  "Yes,  I  will"!  said  the  boy".  "It  isn't  in  the  deed 

where  we  are  to  build  our  privy.  I  have  the  lumber  ordered  and 

two  men  hired  to  build  it  before  night  and  here  is  where  she  goes' 

The  man  than  said,  "If  you  agree  to  let  me  build  it  back  there  in 

the  corner,  I'll  have  it  up  before  night;  the  hole  as  deep  as  you 
eay  and  the  style  within  reason". 
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He  paid  the  laraber  bill,  hired  the  same  two  carpenters, 
and  got  a  man  at  once  to  dig  the  hole. 

Some  boatmen  stole  pigs,  hams,  chickens,  ducks  and  geese, 
but  this  one  was  the  only  one  that  I  have  knwon  who  tried  to 
steal  a  privy. 

Hopper  Richards,  the  Canal's  scalawag  and  mean  nan,  married 
an  innocent  Country  girl,  at  one  of  the  towns  along  the  Canal, 
and  then  sent  her  home  to  get  her  belongings.  She  came  back  with 
her  parents,  to  introduce  them  to  her  husband,  before  leaving 
with  him  on  the  boat,  but  the  bird  had  flown.  They  went  about 
the  town  inouiring  for  her  husband,  but  there  was  no  backload 
in  this  case. 


r  aneJn  '  0  ow?  .  a  erf  bzil  tIIld  nac fmUI  ad?  Bl.>q  9h 

.elod  ed?  ■gifi  o?  eono  Jp,  n.ati  b  J03  E>n.e 
<!  -r x*  'ZiAouu  ,a ns  o'iirlo  ,  -  v- '  rl  ' ,  s  ;  .1  -  elo?:  no:-?  ,ocf  eoofi 

o?  £>elT[t  oriw  nownd  9v*ri  I  ?.  ;rf?  9no  \;Ino  erf?  e.w  9no  aid?  ?ud 

.T* X*J  B  IB6JB 

fielnnan  ,nj8m  Iteoin  fine  -oWBlBoe  a’lsnsO  ed?  ,3£>iBrfolH  nsqqoH 

t^snsO  srf?  snol-  anwoJ  erf?  to  sno  ?b  tInls  vtfnnoD  ?nsoonnl  n£ 
d?iw  ioBd  an.o  eric  . a*  ni^nolecf  narf  ?s^  o?  anod  ned  ?a9b  nsd?  bne 
.UvbsI  s'lolscf  t£>nadaurf  t9d  0?  mad?  9ouf>0'r?nl  o?  ,a?n9nBq  n9d 
3uo?.s  ?new  ^erf’I  .nvojLl  £>'rf  b'lld  ad?  ?ud  ,?ijod  arf?  no  mid  rfjiw 
OBOI^oaci  on  e ew  a*i9d?  ?jyc  JjnBdand  nsd  not  ^nlniupnl  nwo?  ad? 

,98bo  aid?  nl 


13 

1  as  a  boj  ,  John  Wuinn  ;ol<  tho  >.rul  ;s  to  the 
boa  ing  Company.  He  a:  a  t;J.l,  stately  ole'  man  i'h  a  long 
flovdng  b  .arc.  usually  rove  on  3  of  the  fin  t  coa  lio  \ses  of 
tho  -  Oion.  It  ...  -s  a  common  eight  to  see  him  in  a  bugjy  be'  inci  a  car¬ 
load  of  loose  nr  lies,  anc  hi  r:  son  Vilf  im  upon  a  smell  handsome 
grey  mare  lea  ing  them.  His  mule  .'.tobies  kps  just  across  the  bridge 
that  connects  fottsvillc  .  ith  Polo  Alto  south  of  the  canal;  and 
from  where  so  ver  these  mules  ere  unloaded,  t  ey  .ere  i*iv.n  loo-e 
to  that  destination. 

It  i3  a  fact  th-t  loos?  mules  ill  foliov.  anc  behave 
hen  l,i  by  a  horse,  er.cially  a  giey  n.  re.  I  cue  tionec.  Thomas 
‘.vui-ui,  i-.gr-.nd. on  of  tl). ..  .  ,  r  he  knew  that  hie  grand¬ 

father  sold  mules  to  the  Schuylkill  l’  aal  Company  as  ell  as  to  the 
mines,  an  he  replied  "absolutely  so*,  that  tho  hearing  Com  easy  had 
a  mule  buyer  ho  select  x'.  th  number  required,  then- tele " i gna ted  those 
that  ere  suitable  for  the  to.vpath  and  1  ~v.i  them  to  the  ecnal.  A-r 
far  bad:  a:  ne  could  remember,  they  •  ere  -  is sour i  bred,  only  '"Alter 
broke,  and.  First  taken  to  Lancaster  County,  *  eunsylvania,  to  be¬ 
come  acclimated  before  being  .old  into  service.  Now  they  were  trained 
‘for.  ii  n't  know.  In  ay  book  FOLKLOTE  OF  THE  SCHUYLKILL  CANAL  ou 
ill  find  a  chapter,  THE  LULL  AT  Till  MINIS,  iaich  describes  ho  ho 
as  trainee,  there,  ,,ivm  by  Nicholas  %edsr  01  Lincoln  Colliery. 
vJne  of  my  boyhood  enjoyments  as  to  atch  tho  in  ividual  boatman 
train  his  mule.  une  boy  ouL  hi  tie  to  another  on  yell,  "They're 
going  to  br  eak  a  green  Kentucky  mule  uo  n  in  Kaerchersehlsyer*  s 
Alley" »H*hi tehee  him  to  a  "kelson",  aver:,  heavy  piece  of  old  timber 
round  in  the  cone  mined  boats  anu  in  some  of  the  alleys  of  tho  neigh- 
oorhood.  These  kelsons  ere  originally  part  of  th  .  c*aial  boat  x- 
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t  ii  'ing  :roo  bo  to  t  :xti  .h  rough  th  ai<  lie  ifch  u  ilQo  oi  about 
■A Jit  on  inches  froa  bo  loor.  Tho  aule  ould  Wo  a  in  uany 
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.i‘ t  to  ’re  i.  .ini  till,  loor  of  -i-uavy  tiabor  bvou^ ..  the  alley*3  of 
1  Jhzy  —  1  n..vin.  1  ould  os  uao  that  th  ro  oro  other  a yr.  of 
ix-aining  tin,  Jurt  aj  at  the  miner,  by  lacing  th*:  ole  beti  •:*» 
oi  tiaoro  in  the  toon. 
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jingling  cctiy. 
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The  death  of  John  Quinn  was  a  tragedy  lamented  by  many 
friends  and  relatives.  Thomas  Doyle  (the  Pottsville  Song  Bird) 
a  grandson  of  Mr.  Quinn, has  this  to  tell  of  his  grandfather's 
death. 

Tom,  then  a  small  boy,  had  broken  his  leg  while  playing 
at  Saint  Patrick's  school.  Dr.  O'Hara  had  put  it  in  a  plaster 
cast,  so  he  walked  with  crutches,  and  Mr.  Quinn  had  taken  him 
for  a  buggy  ride.  In  crossing  the  Palo  Alto  bridge  on  the  way 
home,  an  engineer  blew  the  whistle  of  his  locomotive  directly 
under  them.  The  horse  went  up  in  the  air  with  fright  and  started 
to  run  away.  The  wheel  of  the  buggy  caught  in  the  frog  at  the 
southern  end  of  the  bridge,  where  the  Tumbling  Run  and  Palo  Alto 
trolley  car  tracks  Joined,  and  threw  them  both  out.  Mr.  Quinn, 
though  badly  hurt,  imraedlatley  gave  his  first  attention  to  Tom 
who  landed  safely  but  without  his  crutches. 

Dr.  O'Hara  (the  boy's  doctor)  happened  to  be  on  the  bridge 
when  the  accident  happened,  gave  them  immediate  attention,  and 
took  them  home  to  the  Haywood  Cottage  in  Palo  Alto,  where  the 
Doyles  made  their  home  with  the  Quinns. 

Mr.  Quinn  died  a  few  days  later  from  his  injuries,  in  the 
seventy- seventh  year  of  his  age. 


f-'  <" 

A  typical  canal  company  mul equipped  ith  every  gadget. 
Sorry  that  I  cannot  name  the  driver,  although  he  looks 

familiar. 


John  B.  Borman. 


In  the  late  1870' 8  Ja coo  Anderson  was  a  youn*,  uor’erht 

and  industrious  boatmen  on  th-a  nchuylklll  Canal.  'fr  *ell 

in  love  'ith  v»ry  T-.*r1o h,  <*  rr^tty  ->n  ho?  elovl  n<r  food 

housekeeper  livint?  ith  bar  re  rents  on  Cock  Street  n-^r 

the  docks  in  '’chuylkill  'To^^n.  Th'sy  worried  and 

w»nt  to  hour  eke  "pin?  on  Jacob's  boat.  Durin.f  six  years  of 

hapine  o  to  "t  two  oil  r An  .  re  born. 

One  morninf  hile  ’  nry  wee  h«nir!ncr  her  wash  on  a 

line  extending  the  leipth  of  the  jo°t,  she  tripped,  fell 

ov  roosrd,  an'  w’8  drowned.  Her  ol  er  orother  had  iro  n*d 

earlier  in  the  canal  while  skating.  ^or  which  re-son  the 

^0— 

r*ther  had  foroidden  his  other  i  ree  cbildren^frequent  the 

canal. 

Anderson,  sickened  oy  the  calamity  thet  vd  ;« rooked 
hie  f nni  y  circle,  never  >  nr  ied  oar-  in.  *e  stuck  to  the 
boat  and  kept  t vo  dhlldYVB  Pith  him.  The  Ander-on  family 

A 

remained  bo®tmen  upon  the  hchuylkill  Cennl  up  until  the 
lost  lr»n  inm  .ps  abandoned  at  Tort  Clinton. 
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The  River,  Schuylkill. 

When  the  river  was  first  discovered  by  the  Dutch 
in  1628  they  called  it  the  Versche  Rivierte,  that  is  the 
little  fresfo  water  river,  as  its  waters  were  purer  and 
cooler  than  those  of  the  Delaware. 

Up  until  the  pollution  of  its  waters,  the  shad 
caught  in  the  Schuylkill  were  considered  far  superior  to 
those  of  the  Delaware. 

The  first  explorers  passed  its  mouth  without  seeing 
it  which  caused  them  to  give  it  the  Dutch  name  meaning 
"hidden  stream".  Another  version  of  its  name  is,  that  the 
Swedes  and  Dutch  sailed  up  the  Delaware  in  1644  and  liid 
themselves  in  a  creek,  hence,  Schuylkill  in  English  is 
Hidden  Creek.  Since  the  word  kill  means  creek  or  river 
the  writer  will  henceforth  drop  the  word  river,  when 
speaking  of  the  stream,  as  it  seems  to  be  superfluous. 

At  Passyunk,  now  part  of  Philadelphia,  which  was 
a  much  frequented  place  for  Indians,  the  Dutch  erected  a 
Fort  Beverseiede.  It  was  the  first  settlement  of  white  men 
within  the  limits  of  Philadelphia.  The  river  enters  into 
the  Delaware  at  League  Island  Navy  Yard  below  Philadelphia. 

The  source  of  the  Schuylkill  lies  mainly  in  the 
springs  of  the  Broad  fifcuntain  of  Schuylkill  County.  I  have 
often  heard  it  said  that  the  "water  table"  of  these  springs 
carries  water  from  Great  Lakes.  However,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  verify  tills  saying.  Nevertheless,  says  Mr.  Ennis 
of  the  Pottsville  Water  Co.,  a  mile  from  the  springs  of  the 
Pottsville  Water  Company  are  the  wells  of  the  Frackvllle 
Water  Co. ,  that^receds,  always  overflowing,  regardless  of 
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the  severity  of  any  draught.  When  the  Pottsvllle  Water 
Company's  springs  are  merely  tricklings  these  still  over¬ 
flow.  This  would  indicate  that  the  table  stream  under¬ 
ground  would  reach  a  large  body  of  water,  at  a  very  great 
distance,  that  had  never  receded  to  the  level  of  these  wells 
at  Frackville.  Also  since  the  chemical  analysis  of  these 
wells  is  the  same  as  those  of  the  Oreat  Lakes,  the  experts 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  their  underground  stream 
is  from  those  Lakes. 

The  Schuylkill's  highest  source  is  the  overflow  of 
"Mud  Run  Dan"  1,550  feet  above  sea  level.  This  unites  with 
the  overflow  of  Tar  Run,  Kaufmans  and  iiorea  dams  and  then 
tumbles  down  the  valley  to  unite  with  the  Wolf  Creek 
stream,  to  form  the  creekv  that  flows  through  St.  Clair 
and  Port  Carbon  and  enters  into  the  east  branch  of  the 
Schuylkill.  The  west  branch  of  Norwegian  creek  takes  its 
source  in  the  neighbornood  of  Beechwood.  The  east  branch 
rises  near  Waaesville.  These  two  streams  flow  south 
coming  together  at  the  gas  house  in  Fottsville  to  form 
Norwegian  creek  proper. 

The  streams  flowing  (now  underground)  through  Pottsvill 

are  without  names  with  exception  of  the  small  stream  that 
£ai\  Svde 

starts  at  the  iPark  and  flows  south  along  Anderson  St.  and 
enters  into  the  east  branch  of  the  Schuylkill  at  Mauch 
Chunk  and  Anderson  Streets.  The  city  map  of  1870  calls  it 
Salem  Creek. 

I  have  searched  through  maps  as  far  back  as  the  Fisher 
nap  of  1830  and  could  not  find  any  names  for  the  other  streams 
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f lowing  through  the  city  of  Pottsvllle.  Another  stream  of 

some  size  flows  down  under  East  Norwegian  St.  and  enters 

into  the^creek  at  Railroad  St. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  city  a  small  stream  comes 

down  Harrison  St.  and  enters  the  ersek  at  Buechly's  Lumber 

Yard.  A  stream  coming  down  Mlnersville  St.  is  joined  by 

another  at  the  Humane  Fire  House  coming  down  from  Fairview 

St.  This  flows  under  the  Ulmer  property  and  the  Capitol 

Worw«? 

theater  entering  theAcreek  at  Railroad  St.  Of  the  Baber 
cemetary  stream,  an  old  resident  says  that  its  source  is 
at  York  Farm.  It  flows  east  from  12th  &  Russel  Sts,,  and 
crosses  Arch  at  the  Methodist  Church  and  runs  under  Trinity 

Reformed  Church,  and  then  under  the  Public  Library,  the 

tYe<  wtvtc 

Wiess  Store  and  enters  the  er@=ek  at  the  Pottsvllle  Suoply 
Co. 

A  small  creek  runs  down  Mahantongo  St.  and  enters 
the  Norwegian  Creek  there.  It  now  runs  not  only  below 
street  level  but  far  below  that  of  the  underground  Comfort 
Station.  Norwegian  Creek  then  flows  south  to  join  the 
East  Branch  at  Mauch  Chunk  St.,  just  east  of  Centre, to 
form  the  Schuylkill  proper. 

Its  Tributaries 

To  Wolf  Creek,  while  it  is  e  tributary  to  a  tributary, 
we  cannot  help  giving  special  attention,  on  account  of  its 
picturesque  beauty. 

This  stream  between  the  catch  basin  and  the  falls, 
goes  racing  and  chasing  over  rocks,  and  gurgling  between 
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boulders,  until  it  reaches  the  falls.  To  climb  up  the  nigh 
rocks  at  the  side  of  the  falls,  to  reach  their  top,  is  a 
feat  indeed,  and  only  excelled  by  a  climb  directly  up  the 
back  bone  of  Sharp  Mountain  from  Second  St.  Stepping  out 
upon  the  ledge  of  rock  above  the  first  fall,  one  experiences 
delight,  the  water  of  the  upper  falls  leaping  down  upon  the 
ledge  and  then  racing  across  ils  £dge  to  go  dashing  and 
splashing  down  with  its  rush  anu  roar  to  form  the  creek 
below. 

S  cl  \  jri\  i 

TheAEast  Branch  cones  down  the  Schuylkill  Valley  and 
joins  Norwegian  Creek  at  Mauch  Chunk  St.  to  form  the 
Schuylkill.  Its  extreme  source  is  the  famous  Kerrigan  soring 
at  Tamaqua.  Kerrigan  brought  food  and  drink  to  the  three 
murders  that  s.  ot  Superintendent  Jones,  at  Lqndsford,  to 
this  spring,  hence  its  name.  Kerrigan  turned  states  evidence, 
had  his  three  comrades  hung,  and  was  pardoned. 

Tumbling  Run  enters  the  river  at  Mt.  Carbon  and  drains 
the  beautiful  valley  by  that  name, and  its  dams,  once  a  famous 
summer  resort,  now  are  a  "Ghost  Town". 

The  Nest  Branch  of  the  Schuylkill  takes  its  rise  from 
the  springs  of  the  Broad  Mountain,  flows  through  the  hechkersville 
Valley  and  the  town  of  Minersville,  to  enter  the  river  at 
Schuylkill  Haven.  One  of  its  tributaries  is  the  famous 
historical  Indian  Run,  that  drains  the  Red  Hole  where  the 
Indians  made  their  headquarters,  and  from  which  they  sallied 
on  raids  of  murder  and  destruction  in  Colonial  days. 

*  The  Little  Schuylkill  enters  the  river  at  Port  Clinton. 

It  tumbles  down  from  the  mountain  above  Tamacua  and  flows 
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The  Pine  Creek  (formerly  known  by  its  Indian  name  of 
Bohundy  Creek)  empties  into  the  Schuylkill  from  the  east  of 
Auburn.  Its  sources  are  the  sorings  of  the  Second  Mountain, 
whose  stream  flows  into  Kun&els  Dam  and  then  crosses  the  fertile 
and  lovely  "Red  Dale"  or  Red  Valley.  Later  it  passes  only  a 
few  hundred  yards  east  of  the  historic  Red  Church.  Along  its 
banks  are  many  bungalows,  cabins  and  picnic  olaces.  It  forms 
Deer  Lake  at  Pinedale. 

George  B.  Stichter  wrote  of  Pinedale  "that  it  was  the  first 
district  to  establish  the  primitive  schools,  but  also  one  of  the 
last  to  accept  the  common  school  system  of  the  State,  which  be¬ 
came  a  law  in  1834." 

The  Pinedale  Hotel  was  a  wayside  station  on  the  pike,  that 
is  still  referred  to  as  the  Sunbury  Pike.  The  stages  operated 
between  Philadelphia  and  Sunbury.  Here  horses  were  changed, 
passengers  taken  ofi  and  meals  served  by  a  very  accomodating  host. 


Just  west  of  Pinedale, on  the  first  farm  on  the  way  to  Auburn  ? 
lived  the  Faust  family.  Mr.  Faust  had  a  grand  grove  of  trees  on 
both  sides  of  the  creek,  running  through  his  farm.  From  this 
ne  sold  trees  that  were  used  as  masts  for  ships  at  Philadelphia, 
ris  boys  discovered  a  bee  nest  away  at  the  top  of  one  of  these  fine 
trees,  and  they  cut  it  down  for  the  money,  taking  home  several 
buckets  full.  The  father  ate  this  honey  with  a  relish  day  after 
day.  Not  susrecting  his  own  boys,  he  scoured  the  township  to  find 
out  w.  o  had  cut  down  his  valuable  tree. 

TheACreek  flows  past  the  site  of  Fort  Lebanon,  later  known 
as  Fort  William,  one  of  the  strong-holds  against  the  Indians.  This 
is  now  narked  by  a  nomunent  erected  by  the  Mahantongo  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  Pottsville, Pa. ,  about 


the  year  1912. 
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It  tumbles  down  from  the  mountain  above  Tamaqua  and  flows 
through  the  valley  at  the  base  of  Hawk  Mountain.  One  of  its 
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tributaries  runs  through  the  famous  Devils  Hole. 

At  Reading  we  have  the  Maiden  Creek  on  the  east  and 
the  Tulpehocken  on  the  west  entering  the  Schuylkill.  Maiden 
Creek,  ,,Onteloftftun  Little  daughter  of  the  mother  stream. 
Tulpehocken  means  “Turtle  Land",  and  here  the  legendary  first 
thirty  German  families  settled. 

The  Konatauny,  "where  we  drank  liquor",  comes  into 
the  Schuylkill  at  Pottstown. 

The  Perkiomen,  “where  there  are  cranberries"  is  a 
beautiful  stream  and  enters  the  river  at  Perkiomen. 

Manyunk,  “where  we  go  to  drink"  is  now  the  name  of  a 
town,  but  the  Swedes  said  that  that  was  the  Indian  name  for 
the  whole  Schuylkill. 

The  Wissachickon,  flowing  into  the  Schuylkill  at 
Philadelp  ia,  has  been  made  famous  by  that  city.  It  retains 
much  of  the  virginal  beauty  of  its  wooded  slopes  and  rock- 
studded  waterways  as  when  the  Lenni  Lanape  Indians  were  its 
only  human  inhabitants.  Six  miles  long,  it  rises  in  two 
springs  in  Montgomery  County.  Its  greatest  loveliness  lies 
between  Chestnut  Hill  and  Its  junction  with  the  Schuylkill. 

Christopher  Morley,  the  MnQr\  Ca\rt  .ioet,  wrote  of  the 
oeauties  of  the  Wissa'^hicken.  It  is  famous  for  the  battle 
of  Germantown,  and  the  activities  of  the  "Green  Boys"  against 
the  British  and  Hessians. 

The  writings  of  Fanny  Kemble,  Edgar  Allan  Poe,  Whittier 
and  many  others  helped  to  make  it  famous. 
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D.  C.  Henning  says,  "that  the  fort  was  built  in  1755 
by  Captain  Jacob  Morgan,  and  in  Feb.  1756  Gov.  Morris  wrote 
to  Colonel  George  Washington  that  the  fort  was  built  in  forks 
of  the  Schuylkill,  near  Fine  Creek." 

Fort  Lebanon  was  the  center  of  warlike  operations  and 
was  located  about  halfway  between  Plnedale  and  Auburn.  It  was 
one  of  the  chain  of  frontier  forts  along  the  Blue  Mountain. 

The  Duke  of  Saxe-Weimer  made  a  trip  through  this  region 
during  the  year  1825  and  he  reported  tnat  up  until  that  time 
this  section  was  wild  and  unsettled. 

Mrs.  Ella  Zerbe  Elliot  wrote,  "The  swamp  in  West 
Brunswick  township  was  an  underground  railway  station  for 
runaway  slaves  who  felt  secure  in  this  marsh".  These  negroes 
intermarried  with  tne  whites  and  half  breed  Indians,  many 
became  good  farm  hands  and  a  colony  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
neg«Ces  resulted,  who  sroke  the  dialect,  and  at  the  coming  of 
the  Canal  and  Railroad  drifted  to  Port  Clinton  anti  Auburn 
becoming  good  boatmen  on  the  canal. 

My  -godfather,  Nathan  Butz  of  Schuylkill  Haven,  had  in 
his  employ  a  Negro  from  the  swamp  section  named  Sam  Johnson. 

He  was  an  excellent  farm  hand,  later  ran  a  boat  on  the  canal 
and; during  the  slack  period,  sold  produce  from  door  to  door. 

Other  descendants,  both  men  and  women,  came  to  ny  store  in 
Orwigsburg,  tne  latter  could  speak  no  language  save  Pennsylvania 
Dutch.  This  was  about  1869.  In  one  of  my  other  articles  I  speak 
of  seeing  "Red  Nance",  although  until  I  read  Mrs.  Elliots  book 
I  nad  not  known  she  had  Indian  blood,  nor  did  I  know  her  by  any 
name  except  Nancy  ? _ . 

The  Little  Schuylkill  enters  the  river  at  Port  Clinton  „ 
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In  our  region,  and  in  my  own  boyhood,  the  charms  of 
the  Schuylkill  were  Indeed  many.  It  wound  with  graceful 
curves  through  rolling  banks  on  either  side  where  splendid 
trees  and  wild  flowers  grew.  The  wildest  natural  grandure, 
with  charming  spots  and  lovely  vistas,  with  delightful  walks 
through  shady  groves  and  beautiful  stretches  of  wild  flowers 
existed7not  to  be  excelled  anywhere. 

Benjamin  Franklin's  favorite  walks  were  along  the  banks 
of  the  Schuylkill  at  Philadelphia. 

Thomas  Moore  when  he  visited  America  in  1824  wrote: 

"Along  by  the  Schuylkill  a  wanderer  rov'd 
And  bright  were  its  flowery  banks  to  the  eye. 

The  stranger  is  gone  but  he  will  never  forget 
When  at  home  he  shall  talk  of  the  toils  he  has 
known , 

To  tell  with  a  sigh  what  endearments  he  met 

As  he  strayed  by  the  waves  of  the  Schuylkill  alone". 

There  are  spots  along  its  banks  where  History  has 
been  made,  among  them  the  battle  of  Germantown.  Also 
General  Washington's  winter  quarters  at  Val -ey  Forge,  during 
the  severe  winter  of  187?  and  1878,  were  located  on  the 
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west  bank  of  the  river.  The 'story  of  the  Schuylkill  in  its 
Colonial  period  speaks  for  itself. 

Up  until  about  the  year  of  1890  all  along  the  river 
from  Port  Carbon  to  Philadelphia  there  were  dams  in  the 
Schuylkill  and  spill-ways  into  it  from  the  overflow  of  the 
canal.  These  added  very  much  to  the  beauty  and  life  of  the 
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river.  They  afforded  excellent  boating  stretches  on  the 
dams,  and  the  fills  were  excellent  bathing  places.  The 
cascades  falling  down  upon  the  rocks  were  picturesque  in 
many  spots.  The  canal  beds  are  now  dry,  eliminating  their 
overflow,  and  the  dams  have  been  torn  away,  with  but 
perhaps  one  exception  at  Philadelphia. 

Before  the  Revolutionary  war, lumber  was  cut  in  the 
dense  forests  of  what  is  now  Schuylkill  County  and  rafted 
down  the  Schuylkill  to  Philadelphia.  This  ended  with  the 
damning  of  the  river  for  the  Canal. 

When  I  was  a  boy  at  Schuylkill  Haven,  James  K.  Helm6 
was  then  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  there.  He  had  lost  his 
hearing,  but  was  clever  just  the  sar e ,  and  here  is  what 
he  wrote  about  it: 

"In  the  early  Colonial  days  up  until  beginning  of  the 
canal  period,  a  constantly-increasing  traffic  was  being 
developed  on  the  Schuylkill  River  by  the  old-fashioned 
means  of  flat  boats,  rafts,  arks,  and  many  other  ancient 
forms  of  water  craft.  These  were  floated  when  the  water 
rose  above  the  usual  height.  The  products  of  the  upper 
regions  of  the  Schuylkill  River  were  brought  to  the  city 
in  the  crafts  mentioned  above,  the  principal  of  which  was 
the  timber  from  the  dense  forests  of  what  Is  now  Schuylkill 
County.  These  crudely  home  made  crafts,  or  boats,  rafts 
etc.,  were  usually  broken  uo  when  they  arrived  at  tiie  cityss 
destination  and  the  lumber  in  them  sold,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  take  them  back  uo  the  stream" . 
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C.  W.  Unger,  president  of  our  Historical  Society- 
says:  "that  the  region  was  dotted  with  saw  mills,  the  coal 
trade  created  a  demand  for  sawed  lumber,  that  quite  a 
few  men  were  out  on  the  hills  on  Sharp  Mountain  and  Second 
Mountain  buring  charcoal.  When  not  lumbering,  or  rafting 
many  of  these  men  with  their  families  attended  the  Pine 
Si-amp  Church  that  existed  from  1811  to  1828  adjacent  to 
the  Joyce  Hot  House, located  just  north  east  of  the  city 
of  Pottsville . " 

During  my  boyhood  at  Schuylkill  Haven,  we  riddled 
(seived)  coal  in  the  Schuylkill.  Th;  t  was  when  the  water 
ran  clear  as  clary stal,  and  silt  and  culm  were  unknown. 

We  waded  out  into  the  clear  running  water,  and  looking- 
down  we  could  see  great  quantities  of  coal  along  the  sand 
bars  in  the  water.  To  fill  a  sieve  with  these  coals  and 
shake  them  well  under  water  to  remove  the  sand,  it  would 
not  be  long  before  our  barrow  was  filled  with  as  much  as 
we  cared  to  push  home.  It  was  certainly  more  like  a 
picnic  than  anything  else,  we  played  and  swam  at  the  same 
time.  Often  we  brought  our  lunch  along,  with  a  jar  of 
strong  black  coffee  seasoned  with  sugar  and  plenty  of  rich 
cream.  On  such  occasions  our  coal  was  put  on  a  pile  during 
the  day,  and  an  older  brother  would  come,  late  in  the 
afternoon  with  horse  and  wagon,  load  it,  and  take  us  along 

home.  There  were  many  coal  gathers  during  those  early  days 

•> 

of  the  16705*  Men,  boys,  and  in  one  case  a  woman.  The  men 
usually  went  about  it  on  a  larger  scale.  They  used  a  le.rge 
oblong  box  with  an  upright  screen  at  its  end,  the  coal 
rolled  down  into  the  box  while  the  sandfell  through. 
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However,  their  coal  was  not  as  clean  and  large  as  our  hand 
sieved  product.  Charlie  Bowen,  who  lived  on  a  farm  below 
the  town  near  the  Schuylkill,  would  cake  a  screen  and  a 
two  horse  wagon,  and  with  his  four  sons,  would  fill  the 
wagon  during  the  day,  before  going  hone. 

There  nay  nave  been  other  women  than  Mrs.  Amandas 
Burke t  wi.o  came  to  the  River  to  sieve  coal.  Still,  she 
is  the  only  one  in  my  memory  as  I  write  today. 

She  cane  with  two  babies  in  a  wheelbarrow.  She  was 
tall,  blonde,  and  from  a  snail  boy's  appraisal  I  remember 
good-looking. 

She  would  place  the  babies  (one  a  toddler)  on  the 
grass  by  the  side  of  the  w  .  ter  and  then  wade  out  into  the 
stream  to  sieve  her  coal,  which  she  placed,  with  the  small 
baby,  in  the  barrow  while  the  other  little  one  had  to  toddle 
along  home.  We  did  not  understand  then,  but  we  know  now, 
what  a  struggle  she  must  have  had,  to  provide  for  a  blind 
husband  and  a  family  of  small  children. 

One  of  our  favorite  swimming  places  was  at  the  falls, 
the  water  came  over  from  the  height  of  five  or  six  feet  and 

we  Co-,  Id  play  11  tag"  diving  in  and  out  as  the  water  came  over 
us. 

Just  south  of  the  falls,  upon  a  high  bank  was  located 
the  repair  shops  of  the  P.&  R.  C.  &  I.  Co.  The  cars  were  all 
wooden  : our-wheelers  in  those  days  and  needed  lot6  of 
repairing.  The  workmen  came  to  the  edge  of  the  bank,  and 
dumpted  barrow  loads  of  sweepings,  most  of  which  reached 
theater,  The  saw  duat  and  wood  floated  away  while  the  more 


.6n.  »i  'wo  b  e.^isl  bn 3  aaelo  a-  Jon  aaw  Jdoo  i^adJ  ,19V9woK 
W'.  I3c  it  I  8  no  bavll  onw  <..ewvd  allinnO  .Jonlciq  dsv  la 
a  Jw  nas-toe  £  oifi  Mjjow  ,II.htXxudo3  ©dJ  lean  nvoJ  sdJ 
(  :iJ  LLl'i  blu<  v  ,snoa  mol  Bid  dJiw  :  ab  tnogBV  seic  owJ 

.  sciori  vnl  /  side.,  xi&b  ariJ  %a±iub  nogaw 
30.*  *.  ::;iv  ■  d  as.  J  namow  ia:iJo  ns  cf  sVb.’  9ieri'T 

©ne  ,  I.:J5  .1  oo  ©v©l8  oJ  isviH  9  oj  i  o  o  w  Jealmfi 

.  ^iiocJ  sJIiv  I  e.(-.  ^'loaem  \;xa  nl  ano  y;Ino  sxlj  a  I 

9bw  Silt'  . WO'  iBcfl99dw  8  nl  eeidacf  owJ  dJjtw  9sbo  ad£ 

mcfrstawx  I  IjMiB^qqa  3  1  ^od  XX  «a  b  .  oil  dn  ,  ibnold  t  IbJ 

.gnl:rtooI-&ocg 

9x1  J  no  (ieIijf>oxi  a  ano)  esldad  sdJ  soalq  dlnow  9dfi 
9dJ  oJni  Ji/c  908W  aa_ij  dna  *iaJ  w  sdJ  lo  9dia  9dJ  yd  b&bi  i 
II-  !■?  arid  riJlw  tbeo&lc  9ua  doidw  ,Iboo  i©i  ©vsJta  oJ  cib©Us 
sI6i*oj  oJ  I>‘3d  9X10  sJdJil  iadJo  sdJ  alidw  wo  iad  adJ  nl 

twcn  vontf  sw  Jug"  ,nedtf  bncJeisdnu  Jon  SIX  sW  .©mod  gnola 

finilc  ’  io l  adlvoia  oJ  ,  6.-d  svad  Janra  9-ia  9X331/1  Ja  b  J  :,dw 

.nsibllrto  IX B.1T e  'io  £  on.3  na^dm.i 

, all  tkl  3dJ  Js  asv7  Bsoalr  gnXmaiwa  ©Jliotsl  mo  to  onO 
Jbxu-  Jaal  xXa  10  evil  lo  Jd ";;X®d  9dJ  noil  avo  emeo  iqJbw  adJ 
19VO  9X180  19J3W  adJ  p  Joo  Jbn  b  nl  3n‘v.;.f>  "3bJ  :'  tjbIct  M  oo  9W 

.au 

,39:  .io;  f  i  f  ddBcf  rigid  b  no*,  u  ,aXXBl  a.  J  lo  riJuo  Jnnl» 

.r3  w  airo  ariT  .oO  .x  A  .0  .  f  A.*?  ed?  1c  aqorie  il.v  ©i  sdJ 
lo  ©Jol  f)9X>a©n  -ona  a i&b1>  saodJ  xiX  aial ^ariw-inol  nsfioow 
Xixb  ,Xnncf  9dJ  lo  935©  sdJ  oj  etnao  nam^iow  adT  .ynliiaqai 

9ioo  ».:J  »  i.lw  leva  BsJhoXI  6oow*f>o»  Jauti  vse  ertT  ,19 


sank 

solid  matter  rolled  into  the  stream.  One  day,  while  in  the 
water,  at  that  end,  we  discovered  that  the  above  procedure 
caused  a  solid  mass  of  scrap  iron  to  form  under  the  water. 
Broken  bolts,  spikes,  nuts,  broken  iron  plates,  etc.  There 
were  four  youngsters  in  the  bunch  and  we  immediately  formed 
a  syndicate  to  raise  Fourth  of  July  money,  coming  back  early 
the  next  morning,  each  one  carrying  a  bag.  We  went  in,  in 
our  birthday  clothes^and  began  to  fill  our  ba._s.  With  the 
first  barrow  that  was  dumped,  the  man  saw  what  we  were  doing, 
and  reported  to  the  boss,  Isaac  Barrier  (Berger)  who  came 
out  and  chased  us.  We  were  gathering  the  iron  from  under 
the  water,  not  on  company  property.  As  the  water  of  the 
Schuylkill  belonged  to  the  State,  we  should  have  continued 
and  given  him  the  "Ha  Ha",  but  we  were  too  young  to  know  the 
law  at  that  time.  Our  bags  were  not  emptied.  We  put  together 
what  we  had  in  one  bag  end  sold  it  to  "Bill  Loy"  the  junk 
man,  on  the  way  home.  That  netted  us  twenty  four  cents, 
just  six  each — a  five  cent  piste  of  ice  cream  and  a  cent's 
worth  of  peanuts. 

This  repair  shop  was  built  when  the  canal  was,  and 
must  have  existed  over  one  hundred  years,  up  until  the 
shops  were  removed  to  St.  Clair,  dumping  continually. 

There  must  oe  hidden  there  in  the  river  under  muck  many  tons 
of  small  scrap  iron  to  this  day.  I  have  a  picture  of  the 
location  InW  book.  (Folk  lore  of  the  Schuylkill  Canal)  v, 
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birches.  The  more  boys  there  were  and  the  higher  we 
splashed  the  water,  the  larger  the  rainbow.  V.'e  built 
dans  moving  Immense  stones  under  water. 

Though  years  h..ve  passed  since  that  happy  tine, 
the  river  keeps  flowing  on,  and  the  Indian  face  upon  the 
side  of  the  mountain, frowns  down  with  a  look  of  disgust 
at  the  black  inkey  silt  flowing  by. 

Were  Tom  Moore  to  visit  the  Schuylkill  now  he  would 

write : 

"Alone  by  the  river  a  wanderer  rov'd 
And  rank  were  its  sewery  banks  to  the  nose 
The  stranger  is  gone  but  he  will  not  forget, 

When  at  home  he  shall  talk  of  the  toils  he  has  known, 

To  tell  with  a  retch  what  stenches  he  met 

As  he  strayed  by  the  waves  of  the  Schuylkill  alone'1. 

About  the  close  of  the  last  century,  the  coal  companies 
began  to  wash  their  coal  banks  to  reclaim  the  coal,  that  had 
been  placed  there  among  the  rock  and  dirt. 

-iany  individuals  also  purchased  dirt  banks  and  proceded 
to  wash  them. 

This  caused  silt  and  culm  to  flow  into  and  down  the  river 
in  great  quantities,  destroying  its  natural  beauty  even  as 
far  as  Philadelphia.  It  blocked  the  channel  at  many  places, 
destroying  lots  of  property.  At  Schuylkill  Haven  a  dyke  had 
tdjee  built  along  West  Main  St.  from  the  railroad  to  Columbia 
Bridge  to  keep  out  the  mucky  water,  that  had  already  flooded  th 
"Dutch  Flat"  several  times. 
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At  Reading,  the  Schuylkill  still  runs  over  its  banks, 
and  just  recently  overflowed  into  the  city  as  far  as  Third  St. 
and  far  on  its  way  to  Fourth,  One  commission  firm  lost  four 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  damage-  tn  peanuts  alone. 

What  was  scarcely  noticed  before  the  silt  nuisance,  and 
adds  very  much  to  it  now,  are  the  sewerage,  garbage  dumps, 
refuse,  and  chemicals  from  the  factories  all  along  the  river, 
including  Philadelphia  itself.  Much  of  the  land  upon  which 
Philadelphia  now  stands  was  brought  down  by  the  Schuylkill, 
and  she  should  be  more  generous  in  her  criticism  of  the  culm 
the  River  is  bringing  down  now. 

Much  discussion  has  oaken  place  in  recent  years  regarding 
the  cleaning  of  the  Schuylkill.  About  the  year  1935  a  committee 
of  U.  S.  Army  Engineers  met  in  the  City  Hall  at  Reading  to 
hear  from  representatives  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  along 
the  river,  as  to  prevailing  conditions.  The  writer  represented 
the  city  of  Pottsville  at  this  meeting.  The  army  officers  made 
their  report  to  the  State  Sanitary  Water  Board  in  1939.  On  Aug. 
24,  1943  the  chairman  asserted  that  the  purification  work 
would  have  to  be  a  post  war  job. 

The  enormous  silt  deposits  in  the  Schuylkill  have  been 
attributed  to  the  many  large  breakers  located  on  the  drainage 
area  of  the  river.  "1th  this  statement  I  do  not  agree.  From 
my  own  observation,  I  know  that  we  had  a  greater  number  of 
mines  located  on  this  area  when  the  water  ran  clear.  Crystal 
clear  water  was  pumped  from  the  mines,  but  it  was  olluted 
with  sulpher. 
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There  was  no  silt  up  to  the  time  of  the  reclaiming 
of  the  coal  in  the  dirt  banks. 

The  drainage  of  the  Schuylkill  embraces  an  area  of 
about  1915  sq^  miles  including  portions  of  Schuylkill, 

Carbon,  Lehigh,  Berks,  Lebanon,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks, 
Delaware  and  Philadelphia  counties. 

The  course  of  the  river  has  been  changed  at  two  places. 

The  Scientific  American  of  March,  192?  describes  how 
the  Reading  Railroad  eliminated  a  long  tunnel  and  two  river 
crossings  also  taking  out  a  sharp  bend,  cnanging  the  course 
of  the  river  a  distance  of  about  a  half  rile  below  Port 
Clinton. 

The  Schuylkill  flows  for  about  bne  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles  passing  through  several  beautiful  mountain  gaps, 
and  this  one  at  Port  Clinton,  to  me  is  the  most  picturesque 
of  them  all. 

The  other  engineering  feat  in  changing  its  course,  was 

at  Schuylkill  Haven  perhaps  has  never  been  recorded. 

A 

j.0  feed  water  to  the  c-:  nal,  also  to  hold  back  the  river, 
the  Canal  Co.  was  compelled  to  erect  a  dam  with  sluice  gates 
at  the  Irish  Flat.  To  do  this  and  at  the  same  time  take  care 
of  the  waters  of  the  stream,  an  artificial  river-bed  was 
constructed  very  deep  and  walled,  from  what  is  now  Broadway 
down  to  the  Railroad  bridge.  This  cut  the  Fl<vt"  in  two, 
forming  a  large  island, part  of  which  was  used  by  the  canal 
company,  and  upon  which  they  pla.ced  all  the  screenings  from 
their  various  coal  landings.  Another  part  has  been  used  as 
a  baseball  field  to  this  day. 
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When  the  wickets  of  the  dam  were  closed  the  water  took 
an  abrupt  turn  and  rushed  down  tiie  new  channel.  A  bridge  had 
to  be  built  in  order  to  continue  the  street  to  the  other  side. 

The  Schuylkill  rushed  down  this  unnatural  bed  for  about  seventy- 
five  years.  Sometime  after  the  close  of  the  canal,  the  dam  was 
torn  away,  and  the  water  resumed  its  natural  course.  The  street 
was  filled  in  and  the  bridge  removed.  However,  this  deep  river¬ 
bed  remains  without  water ,  although  a  lone  foot  bridge  at  one 
place  still  crosses  it,  as  a  convenience  to  parties  living  on 
either  side. 

One  of  my  boyhood  amusements^  was  to  go  to  this  street 

O 

bridge,  during  high  water, and  watch  the  company  eraplyees, 
with  long  poles  duck  the  sills,  trees,  and  all  sorts  of  debris 
under  the  bridge,  thus  avoiding  a  jam  and  damage. 

The  river  was  made  navigable  from  Philadelphia  to  Fottsville 
and  Port  Carbon  in  Schuylkill  county  by  earlier  charters  and  an 
act  to  incorporate  aoproved  March  8,  1815. 

It  was  in  full  operation  by  1825.  It  carried  passengers 
and  all  kinds  of  produce  to  points  along  the  river  to  these 
up'.er  Schuylkill  towns  and  returned  with  coal.  After  the 
Heading  Railroad  was  built, much  of  this  up  the  river  commerce 
was  diverted  to  the  railroad  and  the  Canal  traffic  was  orlnci- 
pally  coal,  although  an  occasional  boat  would  carry  grain, 
iron  ore,  and  lime  stone  to  the  mills  up  the  river,  and  some 
boatmen  would  carry  melons  and  green  products. 

The  following  was  taken  from  a  pamphlet  loaned  to  me 
by  F.  K.  Price,  Librarian  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia. 
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On  the  Importance  of  improving  the  navigatJ  on  of  the  Schuylkill 
River,  dated  May  4,  1818:  "Believing  that  the  completion  of 
the  Schuylkill  navigation  will  produce  incalculable  benefits 
to  every  class  of  citizens. 

It  will  Increase  our  inland  and  foreign  trade. 

It  will  decrease  the  expense  of  fuel.  Introducing  an 
inexhaustible  supply  of  coal. 

It  will  encourage  all  manufactories,  particularly  those 
dependent  on  the  use  of  fuel. 

It  will  render  fires  less  frecnent. 

It  will  increase  the  sup 'ly  to  our  city,  of  every  article 
of  immediate  consumption. 

It  will  give  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  an  easy 
access  to  our  markets." 

The  pamphlet,  further  explains  In  a  lenghty  manner  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  people  of  Philadelphia  and 
those  living  along  the  river,  vk$>  Norristown,  Pottsgorve, 
Reading,  Hamburg,  and  Orwigsburg,  the  county  town  of  Schuylkill. 

Also  to  divert  the  trade  on  the  Susquehannah  from 
Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  by  a  canal  uniting  the  two  rivers 
which  was  done,  "The  Union  Canal". 

Nhen  the  muck  came  down  the  river,  not  only  did  it  destroy 
all  the  scenes  of  wondrous  beauty  in  its  oath,  but  it  drove 
the  man  with  the  hand  screen  from  producing  his  coal  in  its 
clack  water.  But  some  years  later  there  sprang  up  a  real 
coal  industry  from  the  stream  and  the  flats  bordering  it,  all 
the  way  from  Schuylkill  Haven  to  Port  Clinton  and  Reading. 
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Washerles  in  great  numb  r,  large  and  small,  went  to 
work  and  produced  great  quantities  of  river  coal.  Many 
thousands  of  tons  have  been  removed  by  means  of  pumps 
mounted  upon  flat-boats,  and  shipped  to  Reading  and  PhllaflcMpW  . 
In  1919  fifty-five  thousand  tons  were  shipped  to  these  two 
cities. 

When  the  reclaiming  of  coal  began  it  was  thought  that 
irio  very  short  space  of  time,  the  supply  of  coal  in  the 
Schuylkill  would  b e  exhausted.  Nevertheless  the  river 
replenishes  its  supply  very  rapidly.  One  company  south  of 
Schuylkill  Haven,  worked  four  years  in  an  area  that  did  not 
excede  four  thousand  feet  along  the  river.  They  nave 
removed  many  thousands  tons  of  coal  and  were  never  compelled 
to  quit  operations  for  lack  of  it. 

Thinking  back,  it  was  great  in  the  old  days,  and  looking 
at  the  river  today,  to  me  it  is  a  symbol  of  an  era  that  is 
past. 

- John  Butz  Bowman 

October  1943 


Flood  water  at  Schuylkill  Haven  "ho  ing  pai't 
of  tlie  Irioh  Fiat  cn  the  iron  bridge  lea  ing  thereto.  The  stream 
coming  do  n  from  th  north  van  the  artificial  river  be  that  car¬ 
ried  the  -‘rater  of  the  Schuylkill  Vtlver  -hiring  the  time  v.hen  the 
canal  acinoo -.ration }  it  a  bridged  at  the  tim.,  but  no  braked 
off  by  a  ,'oad.  The  boyo  are  on  th  •  f  nce  of  th  lock  hou  3  gar-  en/ 
Fort  of  th-.  lock  and  the  railroa.  bridge  in  h-  background. 

John  B.  Bowman. 


The  railing  in  the  left  foreground 
is  that  of  the  railroad  bridge.  By  this  (which 
had  sidewalks  on  each  side)  and  that  In  the  right 
background  one  reached  the  Irish  flats. 
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11  Zwe  ttebarrler  s" 

The  hill  people  of  the  second  mountain  were,  in  many 
ways  like  the  hill  oeonle  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  other  states. 
However,  they  were  more  oeacable,  no  murders,  no  feuds,  living 
at  peace  with  their  neighbors  and  assisting  one  another  where 
heir  was  needed. 

Many  of  them  lived  in  log  cabins,  within  a  small 
clearing,  near  a  spring  of  excellent  water,  owning  a  cow  and 
sometimes  a  horse. 

The  aorroach  to  these  homes  was  often  a  narrow  road, 
not  much  more  than  a  timber  path  all  grown  over  with  weeds  and 
brush.  These  roads  are  now  good  rolled  dirt  roads  and  in  many 
instances  the  small  clearings  have  become  parts  of  large  farms. 

The  log  houses  have  disappeared,  having  be  n  constructed  into 
modern  homes. 

The  morals  of  these  families  were  not  of  a  high  standing 
perhans  they  were  not  aware  of  their  immorality.  In  one  family 
there  lived  a  widowed  brother  and  a  sister.  The  sister  had  two 
hoys.  The  brother  head  quite  a  number  of  daughters,  some  of  them 
had  offsprings  without  having  gone  to  the  ministers,  in  all  there 
were  eighteen  who  went  daily  to  the  dinner  table.  Fortunately 
their  home  was  one  of  the  larger  farms  just  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  One  of  the  daughter ' s  boys  possessed  a  great  deal  of 
energy,  nd  went  to  Kutztown  Normal  School,  and  came  back  to  the 
farm  during  vacation  time,  and  forked  hay  with  gloves  on  his  hands, 
to  the  amazement  of  the  rest  of  the  Hill  folks.  This  boy  studied 
law  and  failed  in  his  examinations  three  times  before  the  examining 
board,  out  finally  oassed  to  become  a  fair  specimen  of  this 
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profession.  His  posterity  ranks  high  in  Schuylkill  County. 

When  the  old  grandfather  died,  it  was  found  that  he  had  will- 
the  farm  to  one  of  his  sons.  The  rest  of  the  family  said, 

"It  ws  s  not  Pap's  will,  because  he  couldn't  write." 

In  other  families,  an  occasional  boy  became  an  expert 
with  the  three  R's  and  taught  them  in  the  district  schools.  Later 
on,  the  boys  and  girls  went  to  Kutztown  and  became  teachers  in 
the  better  raying  districts. 

Lost  of  the  Second  Mountain  people  attended  tne  White  Church 
(Lutheran  and  Reformed,  at  Schuylkill  Haven,  now  Jerusalem's  Church}, 
and  some  attended  the  same  denominations  at  Orwigsburg.  I  know 
of  two  lawyer's  that  came  from  the  mountain-side  but  no  preachers. 

One  mountaineer  woman  was  Nancy  Door  or  Store,  I  cannot 
tell  just  what  her  name  was.  Nevertheless,  it  was  Nancy  Something. 
■->he  lived  in  a  small  log  cabin  ju  t  back  from  the  road,  somewhere 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  a  small  clearing  surrounded  by  a 
r”  11  ience  without  a  g  te.  Nancy  had  a  screw  decidedly  loose.  She 
lived  with  her  son  who  took  after  her  anu  was  half  wit ted— a  man 
and  yet  a  baby.  It  was  said  that  Nancy  (in  her  old  :e)  cuddled 
and.  sleet  with  him,  thinking  that  he  was  still  her  baby.  I  only 
s-iw  them  once.  Father  took  us  for  a  drive  in  the  mountains,  and 
when  Nancy  heard  the  team  coming  she  grabbed  her  son  by  the  hand 
and  came  running  to  climb  over  the  fence.  Father  stopped  to  talk 
with  her  but  she  and  her  son  just  giggled.  She  was  very  repulsive 
to  look  at,  and  made  a  horrid  noise  in  her  throat  when  she  breathed, 
occasioned  by  a  large  goiter  at  her  neck.  I  was  very  much 
rigi-tened  by  her,  being  only  a  few  years  old  at  the  time.  I 
inquired  about  her  of  a  very  old  man,  he  said  he  remembered  her 
anu  said  that  a  one-time  old  doctor  was  accountable  for  her 
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condition  and  contributed  to  her  support. 

Calline  Hlllabush  (Caroline  Killibish)— If  ever  a  woman 
show.  Id  h-'ve  been  a  man,  It  was  she.  Although  she  had  two  sons, 
she  drove  to  market  over  the  hills  to  Pottsvllle  all  by  herself. 
She  was  bold  and  raucus,  with  a  loud  voice  calling  to  everyone 
she  met  along  the  way.  Her  language  w-ie  certainly  not  choice. 
She  wo  Id  yell  to  the  men  working  in  the  fields,  calling  them  to 
the  wayside  and  give  them  the  latest  news,  or  tell  then  some 
obscene  story  that  she  had  heard  from  her  cronies  in  Pottsvllle. 
One  of  her  sons  inherited  her  gift  of  gab. 

An  old  man  by  the  name  of  Willou:  her  (Wallauer)  would 
periodically  came  down  from  the  mountain  and  sit  on  a  store 
box,  in  front  of  Johnathan  Buts' s  store.  He  wore  no  hat 
(unusual  in  those  days).  From  his  neck  was  suspended  a  small 
stone  jug,  supported  by  a  leather  strap.  Its  purpose  I  never 
learned — whether  it  contained  liquor  or  water. 

There  were  many  Fisher  families  on  small  farms  along  the 
mountain.  Among  Thera  "Huckleberry  Fisher"  (I  am  not  aware  how 
he  got  that  name  though  it  was  the  only  one  he  went  by).  No 
doubt  he  was  a  fair  specimen  of  manhood  in  his  younger  days, 
but  he  was  different  in  his  mature  ones.  He  shuffled  in  his 
walk, very  slowly,  into  town  sev  ral  times  a  week.  He  was  made 
a  great  fuss  of  by  the  -  .eople  on  account  of  his  quietness  and 
simplicity.  He  took  great  Pleasure  in  ogling  rich  widows, 
resulting  in  their  being  teased  by  their  friends.  He  would 
inquire  about  many  prominent  ones,  but  was  never  known  to 
approach  them.  He  would  stand  around  by  the  day  and,  with  his 
slow  Shuffling  walk,  it  must  have  taken  him  hours  to  get  home 
into  the  mountain.  "Huckleberry  Fisher "was  a  by-word.  The 
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saying  "You  are  a  regular  Huckleberry  Fisher"  became  common 
if  you  cast  sheen's  eyes  nt  the  women. 

"Yohel  Fisher"  was  a  substantial  man,  yet  has  his 
pecularlties.  He,  (for  some  reason)  did  not  think  it  was 
right  to  hitch  two  horses  side  by  side,  nor  to  drive  them 
tandom,  only  single.  If  he  ploughed,  he  used  two  single  Plows. 
If  he  had  a  double  load  to  haul  he  used  two  single  wagons.  I 
know  his  neohew  Bill  Fisher,  who  could  not  read  nor  write, 
and  he  told  me  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  read  and  write, 
that  there  was  his  uncle  "Yohel  Fisher"  who  had  two  farms 
and  he  could  not  read  nor  write. 

Sam  Bumberger  worked  at  the  Canal  Boatyard  during  the 
season.  He  lived  on  the  Kantner  farm,  but  Kantner  did  the 
farming.  Consequently  Sam  had  very  little  to  do  during  the 
winter  months,  so  he  decided  to  build  himself  a  new  pig  sty 
and  set  to  building  it  in  the  cellar  of  his  house.  He  made 
it  especially  nice,  as  he  expected  to  exhibit  it  as  a  surprise 
to  his  neighbors,  when  finished.  Finally  it  was  completed. 

He  gathered  a  group  of  men  together  and  took  them  downstairs 
to  see  it.  To  his  surprise  and  amazement  a^big  shouting 
"Hah  hah"  greeted  him,  when  they  saw  the  sty.  Then  one  of 
them  said,  "Yah  Sam.1  Wee  duerst  das  rousen  keller?"  Sam 
replied  "Ich  hop  gore  net  dort  draw  gadonkt" .  Translated, 

"fes  3am!  low  are  you  going  to  get  this  out  of  the  cellar?" 
"Why!  I  did  not  think  of  that  at  all",  he  replied. 

Many  Shapoel  families  settled  all  along  the  hilly 
slopes  of  the  mountalh  side,  they  were  mostly  in  some  way 
related  and  a  a  whole  good  family  and  splendid  farmers.  But 
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way  In  the  bush,  down  in  a  hollow,  surrounded  by  a  few  green 
acres  of  cleared  land  stood  the  cabin  of  Jakey  Sjhap-  el.  He 
had  a  large  family  of  boys  and  girls,  eccentric  and  wild  they 
were.  Jakey,  himself,  was  a  wizard.  He  could  Pow  Wow,  tell 
fortunes,  oos  eased  the  seventh  book  of  Moses  and  could  undo 
the  work  that  witches  had  done.  He  speicalized  in  all  kinds 
of  hexerei. 

My  uncle's  hired  man  from  the  second  ountain  courted 
one  of  his  (Jakey1 s)  daughters,  and  he  told  uncle  that  if  he 
would  enoloy  her  to  helo  cut  the  corn  and  husk  it,  it  would 
help  them  to  get  mar  ied.  Well,  this  young  woman  was  too 
wild  and  shy  to  come  to  the  house  for  her  meals.  Bill  took 
both  her  dinner  and  supt>er  up  to  her.  Jakey  always  wore 
a  faded  high  slid  hat  with  a  peacock  father  sticking  high 
above  the  crown. 

The  "Wilds  3ogers"  (The  wild  Bogers)  a  term  ap'  lied 
to  the  Boger  family,  was  not  applicable  to  them  at  all.  I 
knew  them  as  fine  men  and  women  after  they  had  left  their 


home  in  the  mountain.  However,  I  once  attended  a  huckleberry 
party  and  we  nut  up  our  team  at  the  Boger . Homestead.  It  was 
away  up  on  the  top  of  the  mounta.in  near  the  berryp  tch,  a 
small  ricketyjold  house  with  a  low  log  stable,  with  just  room 
enough  for  our  two  norses.  The  children  were  allkdvanced 
in  .ears  and  had  gone,  the  youngest  one  much  older  tnan  myself, 
The  old  father  was  still  on  the  place.  He  must  have  been  way 
older  than  eighty  years,  patriarchial  with  a  long  grey  beard 
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and  over  six  feet  tall,  but  he  was  not  alone,  with  him  was  a 
small  mlddle-as'ed  Irish  women  and  she  limped  with  an  artificial 
leg.  She  followed  up  part  way  up  the  mountain  and  sat  down  at 
a  spring.  When  we  came  to  eat  our  lunch  at  noon  she  was  still 
there,  and  we  piled  her  with  sandwicnes.  We  went  up  again  to 
finish  picking  and  she  was  still  sitting  at  the  spring  when  we 
were  ready  to  go  hoge.  I  asked  Link  Boger,  (now  an  old  farmer 
near  Auburn)  some  years  later  whether  he  ever  had  a  step-mother? 
"Yes,"  he  said,  "my  f  ther  went  up  in  the  coal  region  and  brought 
home  a  little  one  legged  Irish  woman.  He  don't  speak  English 
and  she  don't  know  Dutch". 

Malind  Sheely,  was  openly  the  scarlet  woman  of  the 
Hollow.  She  lived  with  her  mother,  a  very  old  blind  woman. 

Their  home  was  a  one  story  stone  house  in  front,  that  sloped 
to  a  point  backward  against  the  hillside,  you  would  step  right 
from  the  hill  upon  the  ro0f.  Rumor  had  it  that  a  fine  natron 
in  town  was  a  daughter  of  "lialind".  In  her  babyho  d  she  had 
been  adopted  by  a  respectable  family  after  Lalind's  mother 
died,  she  lived  alone  in  this  hovel  for  many  years.  At 
harvest  time,  when  t he  binders  followed  the  cradlers,  these 
handworkers  missed  some  ears  of  wheat.  Like  Ruth  (at  least 
in  that  one  way)  lialind  gleaned  after  them  in  the  field.  She 
out  the  ears  of  wheat  or  rye  into  an  apron  or  sack  tied  about 
her  waist.  Years  later  she  died,  crazy,  in  the  almshouse. 

Host  of  the  Second  Mountain  people  spoke  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  in  those  early  days  and  very  few  knew  any  English. 

On  the  first  farm,  at  the  foot  of  tne  mountain,  just  in 
from  the  Seven  Stars  Hotel,  lived  a  hr.  Taylor  with  his  wife 
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and  three  daughters.  They  were  devout  Catholics  and  all  five 
walked  into  St.  Ambrose  Church  every  Sunday  morning. 

On  the  next  farm  lived  a  Mr.  Prior,  he  w  as  an  English¬ 
man  and  kept  a  large  herd  of  cows  and  a  ferocious  looking 
bull.  He  is  my  first  recollection  of  a  milkman.  A  large 
round  stationary  bell  was  fixed  in  the  too  of  hie  wagon  and  he 
sounded  this  gong  by  jerking  a  string.  Later  on  other  dairy¬ 
men  came  ringing  hand  bells. 

Further  along  the  mountain  lived  a  bachelor  by  the 
name  of  Curran.  I  an  not  c  rtain,  but  I  believe  his  home  was 
a  log  house.  This  Irishman  was  a  good  dancer,  but  a  poor 
housekeeoer .  Jerry  Geiger  told  me  that  his  family  lived  near 
Curran,  and  that  Curran  asked  his  father  whether  Jerry  could 
oick  potatoes  for  him.  Jerry  picked  until  dinner  time.  When 
they  vent  into  the  house  for  their  noon  meal,  Curran  took 
from  a  Pile  of  dirty  dishes,  (that  looked  as  though  they  had 
never  been  washed)  -elates,  knives  and  forks,  curs  and  saucers, 
all  smudged  with  grease  anu  dried  food,  just  then  Jerry  made 
an  excuse  to  go  outside  and  ran  home. 

The  above  three  are  the  only  ones  that  I  can  recall 
who  were  English-speaking  wno  resided  along  the  mountain  in  my 
boyhood. 

The  Potts's  were  gre  t  hunters,  and  often  men  from  town 
considered  it  a  great  pleasure  to  drive  back  to  the  Pot:s 
brothers  and  hunt  with  them.  They  kent  well  trained  dogs  and 
could  stir  up  a  fox  hunt  most  any  time. 

The  deer  had  disappeared  from  this  section  of  the  state 
for  many  years; probably  forty  or  more,  until  the  park  owners 
at  Allentown  and  Wilkes  Barre  were  compelled  tfo  free^goodly 
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number  each  year,  and  they  gradually  spread  back  over  the 
whole  country  side.  The  deer  in  tills  section  are  sun  osed  to 
have  developed  from  the  Allentown  herd,  certainly  there  were 
none  in  my  childhood.  At  Pinedale,  when  the  lake  was  being 
rromoted,  the  deers  advent  there  gave  rise  to  its  name Deer 
Lake".  Roy  Faust,  living  near  by,  with  rifle  ready  to  shoot, 
lost  his  nerve  nd  cried . "Dort  ganase",  "There  tney  go",  when 
they  bounded  away  as  he  ooened  his  kitchen  door,  and  failed  to 
shoot. 

About  this  time  Andrew  Fot.s  was  a  very  old  man  and 
had  a  oeg  leg,  notwithstanding,  he  tracked  a  deer  in  the  deen 
snow,  for  miles  on  too  of  the  mountain,  and  Bengle  Yost,  (who 
had  made  a  salt  lick  for  deer)  tracked  this  old  hunter  by  the 
peg  mark  in  the\snow,  until  it  led  off  the  mountain  at  the 
turnoike.  This  was  probably  20  or  30  years  ago. 

The  Brown  family  consisted  of  a  mother  and  a  large 
family  of  s tramming  boys  and  girls,  had  only  a  fex%T  acres 
along  a  stream.  It  suooorted  only  one  cow,  hence  they  could 
only  make  one  mound  of  butter  each  week  and  this, with  eggs, 
they  traded  for  necessities  at  Father's  store.  The  boys  worked 
on  the  landings  and  the  girls  lived  out.  One  day  the  old  lady 
came  to  the  store  with  the  end  of  the  mound  of  butter  cut  of i . 
She  exolainedx  t.  at  the  lard  was  all  gone,  anu  the  boys  had 
nothing  to  spread  on  their  bread,  that  they  worked  so  hard 
all  day,  so  she  let  them  have  a  little  butter  that  morning. 

The  family,  with  several  others,  moved  vest  during  the  1870's 
wnen  the  craze  was  to  do  so.  Many  years  later  I  pas  ed  b; 
on  the  road  th  t  led  by  t^eir  old  home.  An  old  i,;.dy  was 
-eaning  over  the  fence,  sxae  told  me  that  she  was  one  of  the 
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Brown  girls  who  had  been  reared  there.  Siie  had  grown  tired  of 
the  level  plains  of  Kansas,  and  after  her  .usb  nd  died  she  had 

a  longing  for  her  old  home.  I  spent  more  than  an  hour  answering 

her  inquiries  after  people  she  had  'nee  known. 

A  lo?  house  once  stood  near  the  stream  on  what  is  now 

the  Killian  farm.  Here  the  great-great-great  grandfather  of 
most  of  the  Bergers  about  Schuylkill  Haven  lived,  and  after 
a  time  it  was  occupied  by  the  same  degree  of  grandfather  to 
many  Shappels.  The  Bergers  at  that  time  were  known  to  us  by 
the  Pennsylvania -Dutch  equivalent  of  the  name,  that  is,  11  the 
Barriers" . 

The  flat  on  top  of  the  Second  Mountain  has  always  been 
a  rnecca  for  huckleberry  pickers  and  hunters.  This  flat  extends 
the  full  length  of  the  mountain,  and  is  as  wide  as  tne  extension 
from  the  "Seven  Stars"  to  Kt.  Carbon,  at  some  places  it  is  ^lder. 

When  you  once  reach  this  top  it  is  above  any  land  mark. 

Mo  tree,  building,  mountain  nor  place  seens  higher  than  you  are 
ourself,  no  valleys  can  be  seen  and  the  whole,  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  see,  appears  to  be  one  level  vast  wilderness. 

Berry  pickers  have  been  lost  for  hours  in  this  barren 
of  scrub  oak  and  brush,  including  myself  and  son  Tom. 

A  small  son  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Lone  Star  Hotel, 
was  lost  and  not  found.  But  one  year  later,  what  was  left  of 
his  body  was  found  by  berry  pickers  upon  this  flat. 

.rs.  Morgan  Bittle,  daughter  of'  Jacob  Kline,  a  pioneer 
preacher  of  the  old  White  Church  at  Schuylkill  Haven,  was  at 
tne  time  the  mother  of  a  family  of  snail  children. 
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She  had  gone  with  a  party  of  women  to  the  mountain  to  Pick 
berries  and  became  separated  and  lost.  Her  friends  could  not 
find  her,  and  as  night  approached,  they  left  for  hone  to  send 
out  a  party  of  men  to  look  for  her.  They  also  failed.  2-lrs. 
Bittle  spent  the  night  alone  with  its  norrors,  but  was  found  the 
following  day,  sick  from  snake  bite  from  Wj.lch  she  recovered. 

Mrs.  Bittle  died  several  months  ago  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four  and  was  the  i  other  of  Charles  Blutle,  now  a 
merchant  of  Schuylkill  Haven,  who  has  verified  my  story  as 
I  recalled  It.  He  said,  "It  was  about  sixty-eight  years  ago 
that  she  was  loot." 

Ed  Emerich  and  his  wife,  Sally  Rickert,  who  had  always 
lived  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  and  made  yearly  trips  to  its 
top  for  berries,  some  years  ago  lost  their  bearings  and  wandered 
about  for  hours.  A  thunder  storm  came  up  and  wet  Sally's 
wrapper  so  that  the  briars  tore  it  to  shreds  and  she  became 
almost  naked.  They  finally  came  out  at  the  upper  Tumbling 
Run  Dan.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Emerich' s  picture  was  displayed  in  the 
Pottsville  Republican  last  month,  April  1943,  as  having  been 
married  fifty  years. 

Two  women  from  Schuylkill  Haven  were  lost  on  this  flat 
and  finally  c^me  to  a  point  above  the  Ht.  Carbon  shops.  Instead 
of  going  down  they  set  down  their  buckets  and  turned  back  to 
become  lost  again,  finally  reaching  the  Killian  farm  after 
nightfall.  Their  husbands  went  bach  the  next  day  and  retrieved 
the  buckets. 
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H.  J.  Filbert,  whose  father  once  farmed  the  Goal 

I 

&  Iron  Co.  farm  at  the  Seven  Stars,  told  me  that  their  flock 
of  thirteen  sheep  went  up  on  the  flat  and  they  never  found  one 
of  then. 

One  day  on  the  trolly  car  I  net  Howard  Butz  with  a 
fine  bucket  of  berries.  He  raid, "Just  take  the  path  at  the 
Lone  Star  Hotel  and  climb  the  mountain  until  you  reach  the 
level,  nd  you  will  find  plenty  of  then".  The  next  day,  with 
Tom,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  I  went  up.  The  berries  were 
there  ail  right,  as  we  picked,  with  our  heads  down  from  patch 
to  natch  and  round  and  round.  When  we  rose  up  ready  to  go,  we 
were  there  but  not  knowing  where.  Tom  said  the  path  was  that 
direction  and  I  said  "Ho,  it's  this  way".  He  walked  about 
looking  for  a  way  out.  Finally  Tom  tread  in  a  yellow  jackets 
next,  he  screamed  and  I  thought  he  must  have  been  bitten  by 
a  snake.  It  did  not  take  long  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and 
I  hurriedly  pulled  up  berry  o talks  by  the  roots,  nulled  Tom 
aside  and  beat  the  "jacks"  off.  He  had  seven  decided  stings. 

I  sucked  the  poison  out  of  each  one  of  them  and  he  soon  forgot 
the  pain. 

We  were  still  confronted  with  the  problem  of  getting 
off  the  mountain.  Finally  I  heard  the  ding  dong  of  the  weigh 
scales  at  Gres  ona,  as  the  cars  oassed  the  scales.  I  was  very 
familiar  with  this  sound,  because  we  could  h  ar  it  night  and 
da;/  at  Schuylkill  Haven.  I  knew  this  sound  to  be  southwest  of 
us  snd  told  i on  th  <j  al?  we  had  to  do  now  was  mo  south  ind 
kee\>  listening  for  its  ding  dong.  Which  we  did  and  cane  tothe 
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very  rv.-'th  we  had  come  uo. 

I  went  to  the  Zwettebarriers  for  berries  and  cherrie 
v/hen  a  boy.  Good  old  Mrs.  Wm.  Flammer  always  left  me  climb 
t  .eir  black  cherry  trees,  and  because  you  were  well  behaved, 
and  answered  her  questions  regarding  news  of  the  tovm  and  it 
peoole ,  she  would  hand  you  something  extra  than  cherries,  T 
remember  that  once  it  was  tea  berry  pie.  I  never  sayv  one 
since . 

I  always  loved  the  Second  Mountain  and  its  oeople, 

"I  loved  the  free  fresh  country  air 
The  trees,  the  fields,  and  the  flowers  there". 


The  canal  in  front  of  the  hotter  Bakery  an.  the  Lien- 
gel  butcher  chop  an.  houae^in  Schuylkill  Haven  in  the  1330  ‘  s. 

Albert  Doherty  an  (juy  1  ulick  ar-  the  boy  sparring 
on  the  boat.  Annie  Mongol  an;;  Maura  Koch  (no-  MrE,  Sterner  and 
Mrs.  william  Konger-)  are  on  the  Mangel  porch.  William  Mengel  is 
the  stripling  on  the  looi-  of  the  canal.  Mr.  James  Doherty  is  stan¬ 
ding  in  the  ...oor  ay  of  his  house. 

« 

The  company  boat  .as  tli  n  here  the  present  Park-  ay 
begins*  and  in  front  of  hat  v/as  th  n  the  mule  yard. 


Dni ormationby  William  Mengel. 


Tho  "V'reck  Boat”,  ael-’ora^ai  aa  far  north 
ao  Schuylkill  Haven.  It  came  into  u  ^  lat*.i  about  Port  Clinton 
and  fui-ther  couth. 


John  B.  Be... nan. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY  GTJCST  TOWNS 


In  many  localities  throughout  Pennsylvania  the  mineral  and 
lumber  resources  became  exausted,  resulting  in  many  ghost  towns. 
Grass  grows  in  their  streets,  the  houses  are  all  empty,  with 
broken  windows  and  sagging  porohes.  Such  towns  are  only  too 
common  in  the  bituminous  as  well  as  the  anthracite  region. 

As  such  a  town  we  name  our  own  "Lorraine",  situated  in 
Blythe  Township  upon  an  ideal  location,  about  one  mile  east  of 
St.  Clair. 

The  town  was  beautifully  laid  out  about  the  year  1913  and 
named  by  Ed.  Kline,  a  P.&  R.C.&  I.  land  agent,  after  Lorraine 
Hadesty,  whose  father  was  an  official  of  that  company.  Miss 
Hadesty,  still  a  young  woman,  has  lived  to  see  the  town  built 
and  become  extinct.  Foundations  are  all  that  now  remain. 

The  mystery  town  of  Swataraville  is  mentioned  time  and 
time  again  in  early  maps  of  Southwestern  Schuylkill  County. 

In  descriptions  of  that  region,  one  reads  of  a  town 
called  Swataraville,  as  a  regular  laid  out  town  at  the  junction 
of  Bethel  and  Fredr icksburg  roads. 

Evidently  Swataraville  is  like  the  Irishman's  flea.  When 
you  put  your  finger  on  it,  it  is  not  there. 

Originally  it  w8.s  to  be  the  head  of  navigation  on  the 
canal.  A  dam  was  to  have  been  built  there,  and  would  have  become 
tne  center  of  business.  If  the  canal  plan  had  remained  un¬ 
changed,  Pine  Grove  would  have  been  merely  a  suburb  of  Swatara¬ 
ville  for  Pine  Grove  in  1826  had  only  fourteen  houses. 

Then  there  w?s  Girard  Manor,  or  Torbetville.  Stephen 
Girard  ourchased  a,  large  tract  of  land  near  the  Catawiesa  Creek 
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in  Union  Township,  later  known  as  Girard  Manor. 

A  lumber  station  was  established  and  a  number  of  gentlemen, 
known  as  the  French  Lumber  Company,  immediately  proceeded  to  cut 
lumber  with  the  purpose  of  exporting  it  to  France.  The  company 
was  finally  sold  out  by  the  sheriff. 

A  handsome  residence  known  as  the  Girard  Manor  House  was 
built.  This  home  and  many  a.cres  were  later  purchased  by  State 
Senator  Torbet.  The  mansion  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  in  the 
year  ? 

Several  years  ago  I  wrote  a  paper  entitled  "Stephen  Girard 
and  Our  Region".  At  that  time  I  visited  the  Girard  holdings, 
endeavoring  to  gather  information  for  my  subject. 

We  drove  eastward  through  the  Ringtown  Valley,  our  destination 
Girard  Manor.  Upon  inquiry  everyone  directed  us  further  up  the 
road,  "Xeep  on".  We  did  so  until  it  seemed  as  though  the  road 
was  going  to  take  us  up  the  mountain  and  out  of  the  valley,  when 
we  came  to  a  school  house,  occupied  by  a  family  as  a  home,  all 
by  itself  upon  a  knoll.  I  called  out  "Where  is  Girard  Manor?" 
"Right  here",  the  man  replied.  "This  was  the  school  house. 

Go  up  to  the  t  qp  of  that  hill  a.nd  look  down  over  the  brush  and 
you  can  see  the  -foundation  ruins  of  the  Manor  House. 

Tumbling  Run,  this  beautiful  sylvan  summer  resort  sprang 
into  existence  about  the  beginning  of  the  century  (1900) ,  and 
flourished  with  a  hotel,  theatre,  resturant,  and  complete  park 
attractions,  andrailway  facilities.  The  upper  dam  was  almost 
surrounded  with  picturesque  and  handsome  boat  houses. 

Excursions  came  here  from  many  parts  of  eastern  Pennsylvania 
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to  enjoy  its  beautiful  scenery  and  amusements. 

It  was  at  the  heighth  of  popularity  and  success,  when  orders 
were  given  by  the  head  of  the  P.  &  R.  C.  &  I.  company  that  all 
improvements  and  attractions  must  be  removed.  Even  fishing  and 
swimming  were  prohibited,  a.nd  are  to  this  day.  Thus  Pottsville'g 
one  and  only  great  attraction  has  become  a  ghost  town. 

The  reason  given  was  that  the  waters  of  the  dam  were  being 
polluted,  and  were  going  to  be  used  for  drinking  purposes  in  the 
future.  How  much?  When? 

When  Tumbling  Run  is  discussed  by  the  public  they  give 
another  reason  for  its  closing. 

The  ghost  of  lost  industries  hovered  over  Pottsville  when 
the  Atkins  ^urnaces  shut  down  and  the  steel  mills  faded  from 
Eishbach;  also  at  Schuylkill  Haven  when  the  shipping  of  coal 
by  boat  stopped  and  the  car  shops  were  removed.  However, 
with  energy  and  hard  work,  the  progressive  citizens  of  both 
these  towns  chased  the  ghost  away. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  following  account  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Bowman, 
who  drew  upon  his  own  memory,  interviews  with  others  and  the 
club‘s  minutes,  in  commemoration  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
of  the  organization  of  the  Mid-Winter  Educational  Club,  observed 
on  November  21st,  1945,  at  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Schuylkill 
County  Historical  Society,  at  the  latter Ts  rooms  in  the  old 
City  Hall,  14  North  Third  Street,  in  Pottsville. 
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HIbTCRY  OF  THE 
mID-WINTER  EDUCATIONAL  CJjUB 

By  John  B.  Bowman 

Hon.  H.  0.  Bechtel  is  at  this  time  the  Mid-Winter  Educational 
Clubs  only  living  charter  member.  Upon  an  interview,  he  stated  that 
"George  H.  Striegel  (whose  death  came  within  the  year)  was  the  direct 
founder  of  the  club". 

Mr.  Striegel  had  returned  from  college,  full  of  enthusiasm 
regarding  a  similar  club  which  he  had  joined  at  school,  and  decided 
to  organize  one  of  its  kind  here  in  Pottsville. 

On  October  1st,  1894*  he  brought  together,  in  the  office  of 
the  late  Joseph  Patterson,  located  in  the  Morris  building,  now 
Pomeroy* s,  Messrs.  Patterson,  Bechtel,  Baird  Halberstadt,  John  G. 
Smith,  Harry  G.  McGinnis,  Charles  Krieg  and  himself;  and  the  club 
was  formed. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  chief  stenographer  of  the  Schuylkill  County 
Courts,  Mr.  Halberstadt  a  geologist  and  Mr.  Bechtel  a  young  lawyer, 
whose  father  was  Presiding  Judge.  He,  himself,  later  attained  the 
high  honor  of  serving  Schuylkill  County  as  a  Judge  for  twenty  years, 
the  last  ten  as  President  Judge.  Mr.  Smith  was  also  a  young  lawyer, 
who  moved  to  New  York  City  and  became  very  successful  there.  Mr. 
McGinnis,  doing  clerical  work,  died  soon  after.  Mr.  Krieg,  an 
architect,  and  Mr.  Striegel,  who  later  also  became  a  lawyer,  were  the 
others.  These  were  the  men  whom  Judge  Bechtel  recalls  as  having 

been  there  when  the  organization  took  place. 
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The  history  of  its  discussion  groups  is  almost  as  old  as 
Pottsville,  itself.  The  Pottsville  Scientific  Society  was  founded 
by  Mr.  P.  W.  Sheaf er,  Dr.  John  Carpenter  and  others  in  1854-J  but 
already,  in  1827,  there  was  a  group  of  young  men  who  had  their 
reading  room  and  meeting  places.  The  procession  of  Atheneums, 
Institutes,  Literary  Societies,  Senates  and  Lyceums  must  have  been 
almost  continuous  from  that  date  down  to  the  founding  of  the  Mid- 
Winter  Club,  over  fifty  years  ago.  It  stands  second  only  to 
PottsviiLefe  women’s  club,  the  Shakespeare  Society,  in  length  of 
existence.  Nevertheless,  it  is  outstanding  as  being  the  oldest 
men’s  club  in  the  City  of  Pottsville. 

The  purpose  of  the  club  was  purely  educational,  instructive 
and  uplifting.  These  men  built  greater  than  they  were  aware,  for 
down  through  the  long  years  their  work  carried  on  when  but  one  of 
their  group  remained  to  see  the  results  of  their  effort. 

The  club  must  have  had  by-laws  adopted  some  time  or  other. 
However,  the  writer  cannot  find  them,  nor  any  record  of  their 
adoption.  Yet  he  has  found  upon  record  at  different  meetings  that 
resolutions  were  adopted  to  amend  the  by-laws,  giving  the  particu¬ 
lar  section  and  article  of  the  laws  affected. 

The  rules  as  laid  down  to  me  upon  joining  were: 

1.  Members  failing  to  attend  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  meetings 
and  fulfil  fifty  per  cent,  of  their  assignments  without  reasonable 
excuse  shall  be  dropoed  from  membership. 

2.  Only  half  of  these  conditions  are  required  for  associate 
memner^  who,  having  been  members  for  ten  years  or  more,  shall 
apply  for  this  privilege. 
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Religion  and  politics  are  taboo,  and  in  all  my  long  ex¬ 
perience  there  were  no  real  outbreaks.  To  be  sure,  this  rule 
applies  to  local  affairs,  and  not  to  national  or  international 
questions . 

The  assignments  were  current  events  and  two  or  more  papers 
each  year  to  a  member;  but  tne  falling  off  of  the  membership  in 
recent  years,  on  account  of  the  war  and  an  opportunity  for  members 
to  do  better  financially  elsewhere,  caused  the  assignments  to  be 
reduced  to  one  a  year.  The  subjects  and  programs  were  arranged  by 
the  program  committee,  and  a  member  could  choose  his  own  subject 
by  notifying  the  committee. 

The  dues  were  a  dollar  per  year  and  are  so  at  present,  the 
club  having  no  expenses  except  printing  the  yearly  program  and  a 
small  amount  for  light  and  janitor,  the  dean  of  the  club,  Mr.  G.  T. 
Burd,  extending  free  rental  for  the  use  of  his  office. 

The  following  has  been  culled  very  largely  from  the  minutes, 
which  are  complete,  but  sparse.  The  account  of  the  first  meeting 
is  set  down  verbatim,  even  to  a  misspelling:  "The  first  meeting  of 
the  Mia-Winter  Educational  Club  was  held  in  the  office  of  Mr. 
Patterson,  Monday  evening,  Novemoer  19,  189-4*  the  following  being 
present:  Patterson,  Halberstadt,  Krieg,  Bechtel,  J.  G.  Smith, 

McGinnis  and  Striegel,  who  was  made  temporary  chairman.  The  election 
of  officers  resulted  in  Mr.  Patterson  being  declared  President, 

Mr.  Striegel  Vice-President  and  Mr.  McGinnis  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
all  by  acclamation. 
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"The  President  stated  the  object  of  the  club  and  the  ground 
to  be  gone  over.  Mr.  Striegel  read  an  essay  entitled  ’Is  truth  or 
the  mental  exercise  in  pursuit  of  truth  the  supreme  end?’.  Mr. 
Bechtel  started  the  study  of  American  history  by  delivering  the 
biographies  of  the  men  who  took  part  in  the  discovery  of  America. 

An  open  discussion  followed.  The  current  events  of  the  week  were 
narrated  by  Mr.  Patterson,  who  spoke  of  the  death  of  the  Czar  and 
the  war  between  China  and  Japan.  A  paper  on  the  North  American 
Indians,  prepared  by  Mr.  Knowlton,  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Smith.  A 
free  discussion  of  the  rights  of  the  Aborigines  to  the  lands  in  the 
new  world  followed.  Adjourned. 

"H.  G.  McGinnis,  Secretary" 

Mr.  Bechtel  states  that  Mr.  Striegel ’s  paper  was  a  master¬ 
piece  of  discourse  on  his  subject,  that  it  lasted  considerably  over 
an  hour  and  that,  when  he  was  through  reading,  the  rest  of  them  did 
not  understand  what  it  was  all  about^  and  it  furnished  humorous 
discussions  among  the  members  as  long  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
club. 

The  late  P.  L.  Knowlton  had,  upon  several  occasions,  told 
me  that  he  was  one  of  the  original  organizers  of  the  Mid-Winter 
Club.  I  doubted  Percy,  as  his  name  does  not  appear  upon  the  list 
of  past  members.  However,  that  doubt  has  been  fully  removed,  as 
he  furnished  an  interesting  paper,  read  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  club. 

Mr.  Knowlton’s  idea  as  to  the  origin  of  the  club  was  that 
it  started  in  Charlie  Wildermuth’s  newsstand  and  tobacco  store. 
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at  the  Northwest  corner  of  Centre  and  Mahantongo  Streets,  where  the 
Union  Bank  and  Trust  Company  now  stands.  He  said  that  "a  gathering 
of  young  men  came  together  there  in  the  evening  and  discussed 
current  events  and  popular  subjects;  but,  seeking  more  privacy, 
they  decided  to  go  to  Mr.  Patterson’s  office  and  organize’1 .  Percy 
was  right,  very  likely,  as  far  as  the  discussions  were  concerned, 
because  the  tobacco  stores  in  those  days  had  a  room  in  the  rear 
with  seats  where  such  gatherings  were  accommodated. 

Fred  Hause  was  a  tobacconist  at  the  corner  of  Centre  and 
Norwegian  Streets,  and  his  room  was  called  the  ’’Senate  Chamber”. 
Charlie  Haesler’s,  located  on  Centre  Street,  where  Bchorad's  clothing 
store  nov/  is,  had  a  room  which  was  called  the  ’’House”.  They  rivaled 
each  other  in  town  politics,  but  were  amicable  in  county  affairs. 
Here  political  slates  were  made  and  often  broken. 

The  Mid-Winter  Club  met  weekly;  but,  on  December  2m,  1895, 
our  Third  Brigade  and  Reading’s  Ringgold  Bands  gave  a  concert  in 
the  academy  of  music,  and  there  was  no  meeting  on  that  evening. 

For  a  time  there  were  no  dues,  but  assessments  were  made 
for  typing.  The  minutes  were  well  written,  although  the  Secretary 
did  not  go  into  details  of  the  papers  read,  simply  mentioning  the 
author  and  the  subject. 

At  the  ninth  meeting,  February  18tb,1895,  an  amendment  was 
passed  that  ’’topics  of  a  political  or  religious  nature  will  not  be 
discussed,  except  by  a  consenting  vote  of  the  club”.  About  this 
time  the  club’s  membership  began  to  grow  rapidly  and  many  prominent 
citizens  joined. 
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At  the  twenty-first  meeting.  May  20th,  1895,  Dr.  Keber  moved 
and  Mr.  Gerhard  seconded  the  motion,  that  thereafter,  until  otherwise 
agreed  upon,  the  club  should  meet  fortnightly  on  the  first  and 
third  Mondays  of  the  month,  instead  of  weekly.  This  is  the  proced¬ 
ure  of  the  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  present  time. 

On  September  2nd,  1895,  a  communication  was  read  from  the 
Shakespeare  Society,  offering  the  sale  of  tickets  for  their  Shakes¬ 
pearian  reading  by  Dr.  Furness,  on  October  8th.  The  club  decided 
to  take  their  chances  at  public  sale. 

On  October  21st,  1895,  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
was  offered,  ’'ftesolved  that  Section  1  of  Article  3  be  amended  to 
read  that  ’every  applicant  who  shall  hereafter  wish  to  join  the 
club  shall  have  his  name  proposed  at  least  one  meeting  previous 
to  the  meeting  at  which  he  shall  be  voted  on;  and  his  application 
shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  on  eligibility  for  membership, 
who  shall  report  at  the  meeting  following’ 

In  Gctober,  1895,  the  club  began  the  study  of  English 
history,  beginning  with  the  year  ID  6  6  On  January  1st,  1896  an 
assessment  of  ten  cents  was  levied  on  each  member  to  pay  for  the 
typing  of  the  program.  This  evidently  was  the  first  program 
typed  or  printed,  ofwhich,  unfortunately,  no  copy  seems  to  exist. 

On  May  4th,  1896,  the  club  decided  to  exonerate  the 
Treasurer  from  dues  in  consideration  of  services  rendered  to  the 

club  as  Secretary,  and  also  to  adjourn  until  September  23st,  1896, 
on  account  of  poor  attendance  at  summer  meetings. 
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On  the  latter  date,  the  club  met  again  in  Mr.  Patterson's 
rooms  in  the  Morris  Building  and  held  a  general  discussion  upon 
the  proposed  program  for  the  winter  of  1896—97,  after  which  it 
was  referred  to  a  committee  appointed  by  the  President,  Messrs. 

Smith,  Striegel,  Reber  and  Turner.  On  October  19th,  1896,  upon 
motion,  each  member  was  assessed  twenty-five  cents  to  defray 
current  expenses.  A  bill  of  $2.75  was  then  presented  by  the  Evening 
Chronicle  for  printing  programs  and  ordered  paid.  This  is  the  first 
printed  program  on  record. 

With  the  assistance  of  Miss  Edith  Patterson,  of  the  Pottsville 
Free  Public  Library,  we  have  arranged  the  printed  programs  in  regular 
order,  beginning  with  this  one  of  1896-97,  on  up  to  the  present  one 
of  1945-46.  Thanks  to  Miss  Patterson,  these  were  left  at  the 
library  and  can  be  consulted  there  for  information  concerning  the 
club  during  those  years. 

On  October  26th,  1896,  after  a  general  discussion,  the 
following  amendment  to  Article  3  of  the  constitution  was  presented 
by  Dr.  Reber: 

"The  members  of  this  club  shall  be  of  three  classes,  viz.: 
active,  associate  and  honorary. 

”An  active  member  shall  be  one  who  attends  the  meetings  of 
the  club  regularly  and  faithfully  discharges  the  duties  as  assigned 
to  him  by  the  program  committee. 

f,An  associate  member  shall  be  one  who  contributes  to  the 
work  at  least  twice  a  year. 

”An  honorary  member  shall  be  one  who  has  been  an  active 
member  but  has  removed  from  town. 
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ft  The  club  may  at  any  time,  by  a  majority  vote  of  those 
members  present,  transfer  a  member  from  one  class  to  another  class". 

On  November  9th  of  the  same  year  the  above  amendment  was 
adopted,  and  the  President  appointed  Mr.  J.  G.  Smith,  Dr.  Reber  and 
Mr.  Bretz  to  make  said  revision. 

On  September  28th,  1896,  the  following  officers  were  elected 
unaminously:  Mr.  Patterson  President,  Dr.  Wendell  Reber  Vice- 
President  and  Charles  H.  Woltjen,  Jr.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

On  November  23rd,  1896,  a  special  committee  appointed  to 
revise  the  membership  made  a  report  as  follows:  "Placed  the 
following  names  on  the  active  list:  Patterson,  J.  G.  Smith,  H.  Smith, 
Striegel,  Reber,  Bretz,  Frick,  Woltjen,  McGinnis,  Troutman,  Bechtel, 
Knight,  Fisher,  Boone,  Farquhar,  Rights,  Minker,  Gerety,  May  and 
Knittle,  total  20;  on  the  associate  list,  Parker,  Berner,  Morris, 
Duffy,  Gerhard,  Carpenter,  Womrath,  Filbert,  Breckons  and  Archbald, 
total  10;  on  the  honorary  list,  Harvey  Thompson,  Charles  D.  Reber 
and  Claude  Turner,  total  3". 

The  writer  regrets  that  the  Secretaries  have  omitted  to  give 
the  first  names  of  the  members  all  through  the  records.  He  has 
written  them  just  as  given  so  as  to  avoid  mistakes  in  naming  the 
persons  meant. 

Dr.  Wendell  Reber  had  removed  to  Philadelphia;  and,  on 
December  21st,  1896,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"The  Mid-Winter  Educational  Club  desires  to  express  its 
sincere  regret  at  the  removal  from  our  town  and  midst  of  Dr.  Wendell 
Reber  who,  for  several  years  has  been  a  valuable  member  of  our  club. 
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We  wish  him  success  in  his  new  field.  His  name  will  be  continued 
on  the  membership  list  and  we  hope  that  he  will  be  able,  to  some 
extent,  to  maintain  his  connection  with  the  club.” 

January  lltli,  189 ^  a  motion  was  carried  that  the  next  meeting 
be  omitted  on  account  of  the  King’s  Daughters  having  an  entertain¬ 
ment  on  that  evening  in  which  quite  a  number  of  the  club’s  active 

members  expected  to  take  part. 

Thus  far,  I  have  endeavored  to  relate  the  early  history  of 

the  club  up  until  the  printing  of  the  first  regular  program.  Further 
history  of  the  club  will  be  found  in  the  programs,  themselves,  as 
arranged  year  after  year  and  found  in  the  library.  Each  year’s 
officers,  committees,  membership  and  assignments,  with  titles 
thereof,  can  be  found  in  these  booklets. 

Just  how  the  club  came  by  its  name  of  Mid-Winter  Educational 
Club  is  apparently  a  mystery.  No  one  even  suggests  an  idea,  so  I 
assume  that,  since  it  functioned  from  fall  to  spring  through  the 
mid-winter  months,  it  took  its  name  from  that.  The  minutes  of 
the  meetings  were  written  very  short  and  to  the  point,  the  Secre¬ 
taries  not  going  into  details  of  the  assignments  as  ours  have  been 
doing  since  I  joined  the  club. 

One  outstanding  feature  of  the  club  today  is  that  some  of 
its  members  have  added  permanent  contributions  to  local  history. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Tonkin,  a  past  member  of  the  club,  was  one.  His  adventure 

does  not  add  to  Schuylkill  County  history,  but  does  to  that  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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He  was  employed  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Heading  Co&.l  and 
Iron  Company  as  a  forester  and  came  here  from  Cherry  Tree,  Indiana 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  family  were  timber  people.  He  made 
his  home  in  a  lovely  cottage  on  Saylor's  Hill,  also  known  as  the 
"Minnig  Farm",  between  Schuylkill  haven  and  Cressona.  After  joining 
our  club,  he  produced  valuable  papers  of  interest,  profit  and  in¬ 
formation.  However,  his  Dusiness  called  him  to  Tyrone,  where  he 
conceived  the  idea  to  float  a  timber  raft  down  the  Susquehanna 
river  just  as  it  was  done  in  the  days  of  logging  on  that  river. 

The  raft  was  built,  manned  and  equipped  just  as  of  old 
and  started  down  the  river  in  1938;  but  misfortune  rode  at  the 
helm.  We  cony  the  following  from  the  Pennsylvania  Writers' 

Project's  "Pennsylvania  Cavalcade",  speaking  of  last-raft  efforts 
of  logging  interests: 

"The  latest  of  these  was  launched  on  the  Susquehanna  in 
1938,  when  an  effort  to  take  a  log  raft  down  the  river  from  Clear¬ 
field  to  Harrisburg,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles,  resulted  in 
the  death  of  seven  persons. 

The  raft  was  sponsored  by  R.  Dudley  Tonkin  of  Tyrone  and 
was  navigated  by  seventy-five-year-old  Harry  C.  Connor  of  Burnside, 
Clearfield  County,  a  veteran  lumberman  who  had  taken  his  last  raft 
down  the  river  as  an  actual  commercial  venture  twenty  years  before, 
and  who,  with  Tonkin,  had  made  a  similar  trip  in  1912.  The  raft 
carried  a  crew  of  six  old-time  rivermen  and  more  than  thirty  passen¬ 
gers  when  it  started  from  Clearfield  on  March  15th. 

A  five-foot  rise  in  water  was  not  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  time  schedule  Set  for  the  craft,  and  the  first  day's  trip  of 
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forty  miles  took  nine  hours  and  five  minutes.  The  raft  tied  up  the 
first  night  at  Salt  Lick  Landing.  The  next  morning,  Thursday,  it 
passed  Buttermilk  Falls,  the  Cataract  and  Keating,  to  stop  that 
night  at  Renovo.  By  mid-afternoon  on  Friday  it  was  in  Lock  Haven. 

The  next  leg  of  the  trip  to  Williamsport  started  the  following 
morning  after  Chief  Pilot  Connor  had  thrilled  onlookers  by  taking 
the  raft  over  the  Lock  Haven  dam  without  mishap. 

"At  one  o’clock  that  afternoon  the  raft  passed  Jersey  Shore 
at  four  miles  an  hour  and  was  able  to  reach  Maynard  Street,  Williams¬ 
port,  above  the  dam,  by  eight.  The  trip  to  Harrisburg  was  continued 
the  next  morning,  after  the  raft  had  gone  through  the  dam  chute  and 
had  tied  up  near  the  Market  Street  bridge  long  enough  to  take  on 
more  passengers.  A  large  crowd  waiting  on  the  Muncy  railroad  bridge 
was  cheering  as  the  raft  approached,  when  suddenly  the  lookout, 
another  river  veteran,  yelled  out  a  warning  that  the  craft  was  heading 
for  a  bridge  pier.  Almost  instantly  it  struck  the  abutment  and 
sv/ung  violently  around,  throwing  almost  everyone  aboard  into  the 
water.  Rescuers  saved  thirty-eight  persons,  but  seven  were  drowned 
and  the  bodies  were  not  recovered  for  several  days.” 

I  believe  Mr.  Tonkin  is  still  living  at  Tyrone  and  has  since 
written  a  book  entitled  ”The  Last  Raft  on  the  Susquehanna”. 

The  early  records  do  not  make  mention  of  the  ’’Annual  Wash”. 

Yet  it  is  a  social  feature  of  long  standing  with  the  club.  It  was 
so  named  because  every  member  of  the  club  was  requested  to  take  a 
swim  at  the  yearly  outing^  held  at  Tumbling  Run,  on  the  first 
Thursday  preceded  by  the  Fourth  of  July.  These  outings  still  exist, 
although  the  date  has  become  optional;  and  the  celebrations  are  a 
source  of  great  pleasure  and  enjoyment. 
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I  have  in  mind  the  adventure  of  the  snake:  Charlie  Woltj en, 
A.  D.  Knittle,  John  Stauffer  and  H.  0.  Bechtel  went  for  a  row  upon 
the  dam.  Bechtel  could  not  swim.  When  about  the  middle  of  the  dam, 
to  the  surprise  of  Bechtel,  the  other  three,  with  a  cry  of  fear, 
leaped  overboard.  In  amazement  he  arose  and  looked  down  to  find  a 
large  snake  zigzaging  across  his  feet,  whereupon  he,  too,  jumped 
into  the  water.  Upon  coming  to  the  surface  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  grasp  hold  of  the  edge  of  the  boat  and  was  pushed  to  shore  by  the 
other  three,  fhe  snake  hid  itself  in  the  false  bottom  of  the  boat. 

Upon  another  occasion  the  club  was  having  a  chicken  and 
waffle  dinner  at  Clyde’s  restaurant,  located  at  the  edge  of  the  dam. 
The  waffles  were  baked  so  hard  and  were  so  stale  that  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  eat  them.  Hence  the  members  at  the  table  began  throwing 
and  batting  them  at  each  other.  H.  0.  Bechtel  (his  story)  aimed  one 
at  Professor  Dunkelberger ;  and,  to  avoid  being  struck  in  the  face, 
the  Professor  turned  his  head  and  the  waffle  caught  him  flush  on  the 
back  of  the  neck.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  he  was  knocked  senseless. 
This  may  seem  almost  impossible.  Yet  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
up  until  the  time  he  left  town  in  recent  years,  the  Professor  was 
twitted  about  his  being  knocked  senseless  with  a  waffle. 

One  good  thing  the  club  did  at  TumbihgRun  was  that  they 
built  ’’Sandy  Beach”,  making  an  excellent  place  for  beginners  to  learn 
to  swim.  The  shore  sloped  gradually  out  into  the  dam,  but  was  very 
rough.  The  club  furnished  the  sand  and  made  it  very  attractive  to 
swimmers. 
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When  Tumbling  Run  closed,  the  club  took  its  annual  wash 
from  the  cottage  of  Dr.  Stewart,  at  Deer  Lake.  The  Doctor  was 
still  a  member  when  I  joined  the  club.  However,  then  the  wash  was 
taken  for  some  years  from  the  cottage  of  Mrs.  Derr,  also  at  Deer 
Lake,  on  account  of  her  excellent  dinners.  She  also  furnished  us 
with  a  room  upstairs  to  don  our  bathing  suits.  After  dinner  we 
took  ourselves  to  the  large  veranda  at  the  side  of  the  house,  where 
most  of  us  held  forth,  often  as  late  as  11  P.  M. ,  and  upon  one 
occasion  until  2  A.  M. 

Here  A.  D.  Knittle  would  relate  humorous  stories  of  his 
experiences  at  Court.  Judge  Bechtel  would  give  us  a  fine  discourse, 
while  my  partner  forgot  to  declare  his  four  aces  in  a  game  of 
pinochle. 

On  another  occasion  some  of  us  played  pinochle  at  Mrs.  Deri^s 
until  10  P.  M.  and  then  left  for  home.  On  the  way  we  stopped  at 
Parkway,  Schuylkill  Haven,  to  deliver  J.  ri.  Filbert  to  his  home 
there.  He  invited  us  in  to  continue  our  game.  We  played  until 
2  A.  M.  and  then  lit  out  for  our  homes  in  Pottsville.  When  I 
reached  home,  I  found  my  wife  sitting  upon  an  umbrella  stand  turned 
upside  down  in  the  vestibule  of  the  house.  We  broke  even.  She 
had  no  business  to  leave  home  witaout  her  door  key,  and  I  also  had 
no  business  to  stay  out  until  2:30  A.  M. 

When  Mrs.  Derr  sold  her  cottage,  the  club  had  to  give  up 
washing.  Yet  we  still  call  it  our  "Annual  Wash". 

The  Pottsville  Fishing  Club  also  held  its  annual  outings 
at  Tumbling  Run,  but  had  a  mishap.  One  of  its  members  fell  over¬ 
board  and  was  nearly  drowned.  After  that  they  decided  never  again 
to  hold  their  reunions  near  deep  v/ater  and  selected  Railway  Park, 
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instead.  It  seems  significant  that  both  clubs  may  have  taken  the 
advice  of  the  woman  who  warned  her  daughter  when  asked,  "Motheij  may  I 
go  out  to  swim?",  "Yes,  my  darling  daughter,  hang  your  clothes  on  a 
hickory  limb  but  don’t  go  near  the  water". 

Messrs.  Knapp  and  Derbes  are  both  members  of  the  club  and 
offered  their  cabin  for  our  outings.  It  is  on  a  most  delightful 
and  picturesque  site,  situate  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  at  a  high 
altitude,  across  the  little  Schuylkill  Valley  from  Hawk  Mountain. 

It  looks  down  upon  the  beautiful  Road  Dali ,  or,  in  English,  Red 
Valley,  interspersed  with  beautiful  orchards  and  fields  of  grain. 

We  are  all  hoping  to  meet  here  many  times  in  the  future.  The  swim 
is  not  missed,  since  those  who  supposedly  waited  a  whole  year  to 
wash  have  since  secured  bath  tubs  at  home.  This  location  affords 
a  better  place  for  open  air  sports.  Mr.  Derbes  possesses  a 
wonderful  arsenal  of  shot  guns  and  rifles,  and  those  who  care  to 
shoot  spend  the  afternoon  at  trap  shooting.  Cine  set  of  quoits 
is  constantly  in  use,  while  Mr.  Miller,  6f  Port  Carbon,  and  Homer 
Knapp  throw  political  fire  crackers  at  each  other  day  and  night. 

The  club,  upon  several  occasions,  was  compelled  to  go  down 
into  the  valley  for  its  dinners.  Nevertheless,  in  all  the  writer’s 
long  experience  with  club  dinners,  there  was  not  one  to  compare  with 
the  dinner  served  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derbes  at  our  annual  outing  this 
last  summer. 

I  would  infer  from  the  minutes  of  past  years  that  the  club 
never  lacked  for  want  of- members.  Its  membership  always  seemed  to 
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be  large  until  World  War  No.  2,  when  we  lost  heavily  throu^i  members 
leaving  town  to  better  themselves  financially,  while  Walter  Jones, 

Dr.  C.  B.  Blaine  and  Thomas  H.  Luckens  left  to  enter  the  service  of 
our  country.  We  hope  they  will  return  to  us.  The  club  is  entitled 
to  three  service  stars. 

The  active  membership  at  the  present  writing  is  the  unlucky 
number  of  13,  and  we  are  like  a  voice  crying  in  the  wilderness,  "Come 
over  to  Macedonia  and  help  us". 

The  present  active  membership  is  as  follows:  President, 
Maynard  Stapleton;  Vice-President,  G.  C.  Bensinger;  Secretary,  G.  T. 
Burd;  Treasurer  ,  L.  M.  Spannuth;  and  John  B.  Bowman,  James  Coote, 
George  Derbes,  Dr.  W.  V.  Dzurek,  Homer  Knapp,  Howard  G.  Leeland, 
Theodore  Leininger,  Joseph  B.  Schablein  and  Dr.  W.  E.  Walton. 

When  you  peruse  the  past  membership  of  tne  club,  you  will 
find  an  array  of  successful  men  (many  of  them  have  already  passed 
into  the  West),  who  have  attained  the  highest  rung  in  the  ladder 
of  their  vocations;  and  1  feel  honored,  proud  and  happy  that  some 
day  my  name  will  be  written  theEe. 

Since  having  written  the  above,  on  November  3,  1943,  the 
club  has  taken  in  Messrs.  John  C.  Underwood  and  Robert  T.  Clouser; 
and,  happily,  we  are  now  15. 
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DAM  BREAST  AT  BOTTOM  OF  ST.JOHN'S  ST 


Showing  l.iniiy  Lutheran  Chu  jh  211,1  Trinity 
ivangaLical  Church,  both  on  Lock  Dtreet,  Schuylkill  Haven,  the 
Ctm  brea'  t  2R  :.  part  of  the  all  at  the  guard  lock. 


John  B .  i>o  iaan 


He  was  -  comfe4y,  black  eyed  affable  lituie  fellow,  and 


1  lecellany 
L I N  LIG! IT_BOWMAN 


he  signed  his  problems  on  the  black  board  at  echo'd,  L.L.s. 
Lovely  Little  Bantam,  his  class  nates  said  It  stood  for.  This 
name  followed  him  to  the  end  of  his  public  school  days. 

He  wasn't  extra  speedy  when  running,  yet  the  nickname 


"Trotter"  stayed  with  him  until  he  died.  Kls  endurance  in 


long  distance  running-  was  remarkable,  hence  the  "Trotter". 

One  summer  brother  Ed  cane  ur  from  Florida  with  his 
family  for  visit,  he  immediately  questioned  Lin's  ability 
to  out  run  him.  The  argument  led  to  a.  wager.  These  two 
men  took  the  trolley  car  to  Orwigsburg,  went  into  the  middle  of 
the  street  at  the  "Old  Court  House",  and  started  out  for  home. 
They  keot  rretty  well  side  by  side,  until  nearing  the  bridge 
Just  east  of  Schuylkill  Hoven,  when  Ed  made  an  unexpected 
srurt  for  the  bridge  and  claimed  the  race,  holding  that  the 
bridge  w~s  the  base.  Lin  had  been  holding  bock  for  a  srurt 
down  hone  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  St.  Peters  Street.  The 
bridme  was  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  this  roint.  The 
argument  still  persisted  all  summer  a.s  to  who  won  the  race. 


Lb man s  Cornet  3- nd  had  accented  an  engagement  to  play 
at  the  Summer  Hill  ^hurch  picnic  one  Sunday.  The  members  of 
the  band  had  all  filed  into  the  hack  ready  to  go,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  cymbal  player  was  missing.  Lin  was  handy, 
watching  them  "'o^d  u-  ,  when  L'rwis  Drumheiler,  th/  leader  of  the 
band,  took  hold  of  Lin  and  persisted  that  he  go  along  as  the 
cymbal,  player.  Lin  argued  that  he  couldn't,  as  he  knew  noth¬ 
ing  a  rout  'usic ,  "You  don't  need  too,  just  w?  tch  the  bass  drum¬ 
mer.  .'h.en  he  hits,  you  clap".  When  the  band  would  play,  the 
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drummer  would  make  an  extra  flourish  or  two,  fodllng  Lin, and 
he  would  pet  In  a  few  extra  clans,  and  the  boys  and  girls 
thought  he  was  claying  the  cynbals  with  variations.  He  was 
only  about  fourteen  years  of  age  then  and  did  not  understand 
Pennsylvania  Dutch,  so  when  he  --ot  hone  that  night  he  asked, 
“John  what  does  It  mean  when  they  say,  'Vare  srhelt  de  Hof fa 
Deckel*?  Whenever  the  band  would  ?lay  the  Iris  would  get 
back  of  me  and  I  would  hear  them  say,  'Vare  Sphelt  de  Hof fa 
Deckel'.  “Why  that  uer.ns,  'Who  Is  playing  the  Pot  Lids'? 

"I  replied". 


Lin  was  an  excert  swimmer.  As  in  running,  he  ex¬ 
celled  at  loner  distance  swimming,  besides  he  had  many  special 
stunts.  We  could  all  tread  water,  that  ls/p  stand  without 
touching  bottom  and  keeping  your  he  d  above  the  surface,  but 
he  could  do  it  with  his  shoulders  above  water  and  slowly  move 
forward  at  the  sane  tine. 

He  was  *?  University  Graduate,  had  a  doctor's  de  ree, 
we.s  admitted  to  the  Superior  Court  and  the  Bar  of  Schuylkill 
County,  and  then  when  he  was  only  thirty- two  years  of  age,  he 
died  suddenly  In  the  night  while  I,  whom  he  drew  from  death 
in  the  cold  water  of  the  canal,  have  lingered  on  to  feel  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day. 


The  Sunrner  Hill  Sunday  School  Picnic  was  a  gala  event 
and  always  held  on  r  ^unday,  because  the  farmers  could  not 
scare  any  other  day  a way  from  their  work.  The  church  choir 
nd  tke  b ^ nd  would  ^lry.  Not  only  the  j  iris  -nd 
boys  but  lots  of  men  and  women  would  olcy  ring,  which  gave 
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them  a  chance  to  kiss  one  another's  wives.  We  could  buy  ice 
cream,  mead,  bananas,,  beer,  end, 

recently,  "Something  stronger  if  you  knew  where  to  find  it". 
At  any  rate  occasional  fights  took  place  before  the  day  was 
ended. 


I  realize  as  I  make  the  journey  back  over  the  years 
to  my  boyhood,  how  the  new  minister  was  always  iven  a  dona¬ 
tion  when  he  cane  to  occupy  the  parsonage  with  his  family. 

The  preachers  were  always  changed  at  the  end  of  three  years 
and  often  before  tha  ,t,in  cases  where  they  did  not  suit  the 
"High  Muckey  Mucks".  All  the  members  of  the  congregation  would 
gather  to  welcore  the  new  family  and  bring  with  them  whatso¬ 
ever  they  could  afford:  potatoes,  chickens,  ducks,  groceries 
of  call  kinds,  smoked  sausage  and  meats.  Some  of  these  moor 
preachers,  (they  were  moor  in  those  days)  would  shed  tears  of 
thankfulness,  when  they  viewed  the  table  oiled  high  with  the 
necessities  of  life. 

The  Women's  Mite  Society  would  hold  its  annual  Quilting 
P^rtv.  I  remember  having  been  shown  how  to  auilt,  and  helping 
out  at  a  party  at  our  own  hone.  Each  one  would  bring  her  souare 
matches  sewed  together.  First  a  background  of  calico  fitted 
into  a  cullting  frame  then  a  layer  of  cot  on  and  then  the  com¬ 
bination  of  patches  laid  over  it,  when  the  quilting  began  by 
using  a  large  needle  threaded  with  cord  which  you  pierced 
♦through  the  quilt  and  returned  from  underneath  and  then  tied. 

These  punctures  were  made  at  regular  outlined  distances,  each 
worker  had  her  omnosite  at  the  other  side  of  the  frame.  My 

♦Evidently  little  John  Bowman  was  only  intrusted  with  helping 
to  "knot  a  comfort".  Quiltin'  was  much  more  of  an  art.  L.E.P. 
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arms  were  too  short,  and  the  woman  on  the  other  aide  had  to  do 
an  extra  ooint  on  her  aide.  These  quilte  were  don-. ted  to  the 
pastor rB  wife.  One  year  it  was  to  be  a  silk  quilt,  each  squara 
was  to  be  made  of  narrow  silk  strirs  or  ribbons. 

Every  memver,  during  the  year  was  to  solicit  names  at 
ten  cents  a  name,  which  entitled  the  giver  to  have  his  or  her 
name  written  on  one  of  her  silk  strios  in  the  cuilt.  The  sum 
total  went  to  the  church  fund. 


I  was  suffering  with  chills  and  fever,  but  was  able  to 
go  about  in  my  better  moments.  Unon  occasion, while  watching 
a  farmer  working  in  a  field,  my  fever  cane  unon  re.  The  man 
took  me  to  the  shadow  of  ~  tree  and  told  me  to  "lie  down,  and 
move  with  the  sun,  as  the  shadow  moves  .Atsundown  you  will  be 
cured".  I  went  home  T-’lth  him  rt  sundown.  However,  the  next 
d^y  I  shook  just  the  same. 


Just  recently  (1941)  the  Good  Intent  Fjre  Co.,  tested 
one  of  their  engines  out  at  York  Farm  and  threw  the  spray  of 
water  down  the  hill  into  the  gully  below.  To  their  surprise, 
it  wa<?  found  that  they  had  almost  drowned  a  man  in  a  boot-leg 
coal  hole. 


A  W.^.A.  worker  was  sent  home  from  work  and  brought 
his  lunch  with  him  into  the  Good  Intent  basement,  where  a 
hungry  man  said  he  would  play  him  a  game  of  Fenochle  and  the 
winner  to  eat  the  lunch.  The  hungry  man  lunch. 
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If  you  ''•lap  your  hands,  imitating  a  rooster  flapping 
his  wings,  and  then  crow  like  one,  at  midnl  ht,  you  can  get  all 
the  roosters  in  the  neighborhood  flapping  their  wings  and 
crowing.  This  I  hvae  done  many  times  in  the  country,  and  it's 
real  amusing  to  hear  how  it  would  go  on  from  farm  to  farm  =>s 
far  as  you  could  hear. 


Mike  Kerkensla-rer  keot  a  drinking  house,  on  Coal 
Street  near  the  docks,  for  many  years  during  the  canal  days  of 
Schuylkill  Haven.  It  was  s^id  that  ’like  bought  a  barrel  of 
whisky  when  he  opened  the  saloon,  and  each  morning  when  he 
tanned  a  half  gallon  for  use  from  the  cask,  he  replaced  it 
with  a  half  gallon  of  water,  and  at  the  end  of  his  life,  after 
the  C^nal  ceased  to  function,  he  had  been  still  taoolnm  from  a 
full  barrel. 


When  I  knew  Mr.  Yost  he  was  a  very  old  nan  and  I  was 
a  very  small  boy. 

The  ^tory  of  Mr.  Yost  was,  that  he  was  a  plasterer  by 
trade  and  that  he  nixed  his  lime  in  the  wagon  box,  at  his  home, 
and  then  would  drive  with  it,  ready  for  use,  to  the  house  that 
he  was  employed  in. 


bpon  t  is  particular  occasion  he  had  a  wagon  box 
filed  with  the  milky  white  mortar,  and  he  stood  u^on  the  dash 
board  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  wagon  to  drive  the  horse.  The 
Same  animal  had  always  been  reliable,  but  for  some  cause  this 
time  he  -eve  a  sudden  start  out  of  his  usual  slow  gait,  which 
?ent  .  r.  Yost  backward — full  length  upon  his  back — into  the 
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limey  substance.  After  good  people  helped  to  get  the 

of  his  eyes,  he  walked  home  a  perfect  "Snow  Man",  hat  and  all. 

T  inquired  of  a  policeman  how  many  children  he  had. 
"Well!"  ha  replied,  "nine  lust  now,  but  I  do  not  tnow  !'or  how 
Ion/ . "  Several  weeks  later  he  accosteo.  me ,  n  r'  >  "®  r- 

ten  kids  now".  I  then  asked  him  whether  they  had  named  the 
baoy,  and  what  they  had  called  it?  He  hesitatingly  stated 
"Yes, we  named  it,  but  I  cannot  just  recall  what.  I  will  find 
out  when  I  get  home". 

I  then  inquired  what  the  names  of  the  other  nine 
children  were,  he  readily  rattled  off  seven  names,  but  stalled 
at  the  eight  and  ninth..  After  quite  a  little  hard  thinking, 
he  said,  "Well,  I  cannot  just  recall  now,  but  I  know  them 
when  I  see  them" . 


"Mommy  Flop"  was  a  peculiar  and  strange  nick  name  for 
a  man,  yet  "Mommy  Flop"  was  a  character  on  the  streets  of  Potts- 
ville  curin'  the  early  1890's.  His  real  name  was  Johnny  Hess. 

He  was  the  step-son  of  3-us  Sturm,  who  had  purchased  the  ice 
business  from  the  Bowen's  at  Tumbling  Run. 

We  hardly  think  it  likely  that  Johnny  had  read  those 
mythical  stories  of  Darius  Green  and  his  fly in  machine,  or  of 
Icarus,  who  made  wings  of  v~y  and  flew  up  toward  the  sky,  where 
the  sun  caught  him,  melting  his  wings,  causing  him  to  fall  down 
to  the  earth  again,  or  that  of  "Mercury"  with  his  winged  feet. 

However,  the  ^tory  was  told  me  that  Johnny  had  -otten 
the  ide^  that  he  could  fly.  So  he  made  himself  wings  of  shingles 8, 
adjustin'  them  to  his  legs  and  rms.  He  climbed  to  the  roof 
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of  the  born,  then  he  celled  to  his  mother  i 

*  "Flop,  Mo  ney,  Flop,  yet7.  gay  loh  Opp!  *Wlth  that  he  Jumped 
off  the  barn  flopped  down  upon  the  nanure  pile. 


They  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  on  the  rock  on  the 
mountain.  The  sun  had  Just  dipped  below  the  horizon,  leaving 
lines  of  gold  and  azure  blue  In  the  sky.  He  said,  "Isn't  It 
wonderful?  isn't  It  grand"?  She  plied,  "Yes,  It  is  beautiful, 
but  you  should  see  the  Sunset  that  I  paint".1  Where  ignorance 
Is  bliss,  tis  folly  to  be  wise. 


Wage- shi seer  is  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch  name  for  a  sty 
on  an  eyelid.  It's  ?n  old  saying,  and  prevailing  super¬ 
stition  among  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch,  that  if  you  relieved  a 
pain  in  the  bowels  by  the  side  of  the  road  or  upon  a  path  that 
others  would  tread,  that  you  were  bound  to  get  a  (wage-shisser) 
a  sty  upon  your  eye  lid. 


The  old  watchmaker  said,  that  the  "knacker"  wouldn't 
work,  when  I  took  the  clock  to  him,  to  be  repaired.  "The  what?" 
"The  knacker,  his",  and  he  pointed  to  the  pendulum. 

I  was  ashamed  to  try  and  get  him  to  pronounce  pend¬ 
ulum, rather  th  n  his  Pennsylvania  Dutch  "tick". 


*  "Ply  mother  fly,  now  I  an  going  away". 


Shadel’s  Boatyurci  across  the  bridge  from  the  old  7ulick 
house.  Mr.  Mangel  says  thi3  ;.as  a  "river  boat",  the  name  Schuylkill 
Haven  people  gave  to  boats  shipped  to  New  York  City  for  use  about  the 
harbors. 

Ralph  Rudy  and  Harry  ^arrett  are  the  boys  standing  on 
the  trestle  sparring.  Charles  Blackburn  io  the  be rr  in  the  vhite  shirt 
nearest  the  boat.  The  stripling  nearest  the  camera  and  in  the  large 
light  hat  and  in  front  of  Blackburn  is  the  present  layer,  John  Stauf¬ 
fer.  Jake  Shadel  is  in  the  light  shirt  on  the  boat  reck,  virile  his 
brother  John  is  third  from  the  bo;.  These  are  the  sons  of  the  pro¬ 
prietor,  and  the  date  about  1380. 


Picture  Gillian  ^ eng el. 
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I  was  a  boy  of  about  eight  years  of  age  when  I  first 
knrw  ,l£5lllie".  He  was  then  an  old  man,  dapper  and  neat  in  a 
black  broad  cloth  suit,  with  a  high  silk  hat  upon  his  snow 
white  head. 

ihe  story  about  "Billie"  was  rampant  in  the  early 
days,  that  he  had  kept  a  store  at  the  corner  where  Main  and 
Canal  streets  came  together,  and  just  across  the  street 
over  the  canal  bridge  was  Shadel's  Boat  Yard. 

Billie  was  quite  a  ladies'  man  in  his  younger  days  and 
fell  to  admiring  one  of  his  wife's  friends.  One  day,  after  he 
had  waited  upon  her  in  the  store  he  made  proposals  to  her, 
which  she  laughingly  agreed  to,  but  after  leaving  the  store, 
she  slipped  around  to  the  back  door,  by  way  of  the  alley.  She 
told  Billie's  wife  what  they  had  arranged,  saying  at  the  same 
time,  "You  know  I  would  never  do  such  a  thing".  Whereupon 
the  wife  replied,  "Don't  worry,  leave  it  to  me,  I  have  just 
been  waiting  for  a  chance  like  this  to  get  back  at  him". 

ihe  next  morning  when  Billie  came  dov.rn  to  breakfast, 
she  had  a  nice  ham  steak  waiting  for  him.  At  noon  when  he 
came  in  to  dinner  there  was  another  fine  ham  steak,  and  at 
supper  there  was  another  ham  steak.  Billie,  who  stood  in  awe  of 
nis  wife,  for  good  reasons,  swallowed  the  steak  and  with  great 
displeasure  kept  alien};,  but  when  ham  greeted  him  for  breakfast 
on  the  second  day,  he  broke  forth  with,  "Why  mother,  why  all  this 
ham,  can't  you  prepare  anything  else?"  "Why  William",  she  replied, 
I  thought  that  you  wanted  ham,  don't  you  remember  this  is  the 

ham  that  you  gave  me  night  before  last  under  the  shed,  over  at 
the  boat  yard". 


So  she  cooked  it,  and  fried  it,  and  slapped  it  in  the 
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pan,  and  fed  him  nothing  but  that  old  sweet  ham. 

It  was  told  me,  that  in  the  early  days  of  Pottsvllle,a 
French  barber  on  Center  Street  had  a  little  pig.  He  would 
feed  the  pig  a  bucket  of  slop  and  then  could  put  the  pig  back 
into  the  bucket. 

He  could  not  understand  what  had  become  of  the  slop, for 
the  reason  that  the  pig  could  be  put  back  in  the  bucket! 


A  music  teacher  in  Orwlgsburg  who  could  speak  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Dutch,  had  for  a  pupil  a  Dutch  girl  who  could  not  speak 
English.  After  he  thought  that  she  knew  the  scale,  he  said, 
’’Now  such  der  (**,  '  "Now  find  the  G".  Instead  of  striking  G, 

she  would  point  to  it  and  say,  "Dort  stayder,  Do  huck’tbr". 

\ 

"There  he  stands.  Here  he  sits". 


We  popped  corn  when  ^  was  a  kid  and  1  have  popped  it 
almost  ever  since.  There  were  nine  children  and  mother,  and 
when  we  were  through  popping,  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  we  had 
almost  a  whole  kitchen  table  covered  with  it.  My  first  re¬ 
collection  is  that  before  the  popper  came  into  use,  we 
used  a  large  frying  pan,  held  over  the  cook  stove  by  its  handle 
and  shaken.  The  other  hand  was  engaged  in  holding  a  large 
pot  lid  over  the  pan  to  keep  the  corn  from  popping  out. 

We  salted  it  with  butter,  nude  candled  clusters,  and 
toffy  balls.  At  Christmas  time  we  strung  large  white  strings 
of  it  and  festooned  them  all  around  the  Christmas  tree.  Later 
on  we  added  to  thety  pink  sugared  strings  and  pink  balls  that 
were  purchased  at  the  grocery  or  candy  stores,  which  we  then 


.mart  Mo  iBxil  Jncf  gnlxilon  nlri  bsl  bn*  ,n»q 

*«£  :  -VR:**'v{  to  e\c£D  ^Ina®  otfl  nl  l*di  ,-sct  bXol  esw  :I 

•  8-^ rT  sXiliX  ^  baxi  isatje  <x®?n»0  xij  isd-iacf  xion^t* 

-  :0  1  j  *xil  ri  bSbot  Jiaxil  in  s  qoXa  lo  le;louu  a  glq  arf.?  Ss-q 

.layout!  sdl  olni 

tol.qola  sn:  lo  smooacf  lari  Jeriw  bnaletabni/  Ion  bluoo  sH 

1?  srioucf  ©xll  nl  3iO£cf  fna  ad  blnoo  glq  aril  2MJ  Hobbs'!  9rli 


-I^anna'i  jCasqs  bXooo  oxiw  3*xjjda;).Cw'iO  nl  taxiCBsl  olanc  A 
i-9;  -:  Ion  bXuoo  onw  Xtlg  doJx/CI  B  Xlqxrq  B  -10!  baxl  txloiLiCI  Blnav 
,Xls3  srf  ,-:Xbo8  aril  wanri  aXe  isdl  irl^x/orl!  f  tsilA  .xiallxjn: 

ide  lo  J5f£»lenl  .  *’0  srli  bnil  wolf”  tab  xloxra  voM" 

.  ■ndi • iourf  oC  t*i»b'{«la  itod*  t^«8  &ne  ?X  ol  irrloq  fcXnow  aria 

.  Hella  ad  a*xaH  .  albnaJa  sxi  atenT'* 


11  boqooq  sv.sri  ^  chb  bid  b  bbw  *  n©rfw  n*ioo  bsqqoq  9W 
bnn  ,  tartlet  bos  nsibllxio  snin  atav  startT  .90 nti  tsv 9  laomXB 

bed  aw  ,noontocilB  v,&Ln b  no  t;gnXqqoq  rf-  'lOtrfl  atsw  aw  nsriw 
-an  laul  yfi  .11  riliir  batavoc  aldBl  neri’  Hat  ©Xorfw  b  .:  bohiXb 
aw  , sen  olni  amab  *iaqqoq  sdl  atolac  Isxtl  &1  noilosXca 
aXbtad  all  ^cf  evola  jtoob  sill  *i9vc  biart  ,n.  .-  e.nivrt  ast.sl  b  baan 
egial  a  'qilJbX  )xl  nl  ba^s^na  a  aw  bnnxi  tan:  c  ariT  .natfade  bne 
,lt/o  .jitl:  'oo  motl  moo  an:  eras..*  o?  j  er  aiil  tavo  blX  locr 
t*ns  ,  moieiil©  balbnBO  ,t  fucf  n:  w  tl  bsllj  3  ?W 

agntti:;  sjl.'iw  a^taX  ^nutla  mil  bbbtIeI'XxIO  JA  .aXIad-  '{Hoi 

*ial£a  ,9-jif  asinl8lqfi0  axil  bnuota  IXb  msrfl  i'anoolesl  bnB  11  lo 
la:il  aXIsct  Xnlq  bna  a  ^nlnla  bstB^wa  inlq>  axil  ol  JbebbB  aw  no 
norfl  aw  ilolxlw  ,e©*iolB  \;£>nBO  to  ^*00*17^  exfl  1b  baaBilotuq  stsw 


-  3  - 


dignified  as  "popcorn  balls". 

I  have  popped  corn  until  my  children  grew  up,  married 
and  left  home,  and  would  be  popping  it  now,  but  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  no  longer  brought  to  market. 

We  roasted  common  chicken  corn  with  salt  and  butter  in 
a  frying  pan,  and  if  mother  would  not  let  me  use  butter,  lard 
would  answer.  Corn  meal  we  roasted  in  the  same  manner,  also 
flour.  These  we  took  to  school  and  often  put  between  the  pages 
of  our  geographies,  to  hide  it  from  the  teacher, and  scooped  it 
up  with  our  tongues.  This  was  common  with  many  children,  and 
I  remember  one  teacher  giving  us  a  long  lecture  on  the  subject, 
forblding  any  scholar  bringing  roasted  corn  or  corn  meal  to 
school,  on  penalty  of  punishment.  ^he  stated  that  they  created 
gasses  when  eaten,  and  that  the  odor  of  the  room  was  unbearable. 


There  were  rope  beds  and  slat  beds.  When  the  ropes 
broke,  you  simply  just  went  down  to  the  floor  in  the  middle, 
with  your  head  and  feet  sticking  up  at  either  end.  There  were 
feather  beds,  tick  straw  beds  and  corn-husk  beds.  Springs  and 
regular  mattresses  came  along  as  we  grew  up.  Usually  the  bed 
ticks  were  replenished  by  some  farmer,  with  clean  fresh  cut 
straw. 

However,  one  year  mother  decided  to  use  corn  husk  mat¬ 
tresses.  This  was  new  to  the  farmer  and  he  objected  to  the 
shredding  of  the  husk.  Finally  he  agreed  that  if  she  would 
send  her  boys  out  to  the  farm  and  strip  the  cobs  for  one  day, 
he  would  haul  the  husk  in  free,  and  we  could  shred  it  our¬ 
selves,  as  best  we  could.  This  we  did,  Lin  and  I  went  out  with 
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our  dinner  In  a  basket,  we  were  youngsters  and  thought  It 

quite  a  picnic,  but  until  the  day  was  over  our  hands  were 

blistered  and  our  wrists  sore. 

came, 

However,  when  the  husks r  the  question  was  how  to  shred 
it  into  fine  strings.  I  don't  know  who  solved  the  problem, 
but  the  solution  was  short,  sharp  nails,  driven  close  together 
into  boards,  then  the  boards  were  nailed  upon  the  porch  rail¬ 
ing  with  the  points  protruding  upward  .  Across  these  nails 
the  husks  were  draw  with  satisfaction,  so  the  following  year 
we  slept  up@n  corn- husks. 


When  my  little  sister  was  born  (that  was  many  years  ago) 
someone  presented  her  with  a  string  of  grey  beads,  and  told 
mother  that  if  she  put  them  around  the  baby's  neck  her  teeth¬ 
ing  would  come  easy  and  painless.  She  called  them  Job's  tears. 
I  believe  that  my  brother  from  Florida  once  said^  that  the 
Florida  Crackers  placed  a  necklace  of  alligators  teeth  around 
their  babies'  necks,  with  the  same  superstition. 


j-he  Trade  Dollar  was  a  large  silver  piece,  the  same  in 
size  as  the  silver  dollar  that  is  in  circulation  today,  and 
quite  similar  in  appearance.  The  spread  eagle, on  one  side, 
was  more  squat  and  soread  over  most  of  the  fface  of  the  coin.  On 
the  opposite  side  was  the  "Goddess  of  Peace,  sitting,  extend¬ 
ing  the  f'o.ive  b  anch"in  her  hand. 

It  was  coined  from  1873  to  1885  and  Issued  for  circula- 
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t.lon  in  the  Orient,  to  compete  with  the  Mexican  pesos. 

In  1887  a  law  was  passed  to  redeem  all  Trade  Dollars 
that  were  not  mutilated.  A  bank  record  of  today  states  that 
they  are  still  circulating  in  the  Orient. 

A  redemption  period  was  allowed,  and  after  its  ex¬ 
piration  they  were  only  worth  eighty-five  cents,  not  for 
circulation,  but  its  weight  in  actual  silver. 

It  had  a  greater  percentage  of  pure  silver  then  the 
regular  dollar  and  stupid  customers,  whobrought  them  in  late, 

I 

often  argued  with  Schuylkill  County  store-keepers  for  their 
full  amount,  upon  those  grounds. 

They  were  not  issued  for  distribution  over  the  whole 
U.  S. ,  but  only  on  the  West  coast,  in  foreign  trade,  and  it 
wasn't  long  before  they  were  as  plentiful  on  the  East  coast 
as  the  West,  or  perhaps  more  so,  an  account  of  the  greater 
amount  of  business  done  in  the  East. 


A  typical  station  house  always  located  on  the 
banx  of  the  canal,  rhere  the  station  drivers  cashed  their  meal 
checks,  fed  their  teams,  and  were  put  up  for  the  night.  See  the 
boarding  mistress  and  the  station  master  with  his  chin  beard,  stan¬ 
ding  in the  doorway. 


John  B.  Bo. man. 


m: 


This  picture  ho  a  the  rain  ;  of  the  lan  inf:  ,  the  dry 
rocks,  nd  the  boatyard.  Thn  office  bullring,  -ock  house,  .aula 
stable  cm  ,•  s-  :n  ■  8  -  ir«  Hit  steeple  of  St,  A.  ro  e  Church 

ant  tixe  iron  bridge  are  there,  end  I  see  the  place  rvhore  I  was  bom. 

My  neaoiy  it  not  rt  f  nit  after  these  ueuy,  suny  y  are.  Here  e  clayed 
in  the  <5.  ,o-«  s  adjoining  the  boatyard.  7e  fished  in  thepond  md  level, 
and  skated  >n-  v.?am  in  the  came  pi  cos. 

We  rere  a  liarcy  bunch  of  kids  in  those  usys,  »n  -••.on  we 
were  promoted  dovntovn  to  the  hu  in  school,  it  was  -aid  that  the  teacher 
remarked  that  she  "nad  b  /a  g  van  a  lot  of  Spring  S  r  m  trs  ;h".  This 
section  oi  Schuylkill  h&u  t-  hart  name  on  account  of  kb  .  .  ourh 

element  harbored  on  th*  bo  to.  The  .->;-.i  aits  her?  are  jur -t  re.  .’ac¬ 

table  as  in  oth  >r  parts  of  the  torn.  There  were  ten  f  rog  shops  ithin 
a  radius  oi  this  picture*  iacay  l.r;m  on  the  ike,  Bute’s  Hotel  at 
lock  Str  oet  and  Center  Av  mue,  Shad  el*  saloon  ■.•■1th  John  Bader’s 
opposite  on  Dock  street, and  lurther  do  n,  -4  ihael  Cook's  piece  •  ith 
James  decaff rey’ s  serosa  the  street.  In  dition,  four  saloons  faced 
tiie  docks.  They  7, ere  iiichael  Kerkenslager’ s,  John  Davis’s,  Bill  hoy’s, 
and  the  place  of  Michael  SSoncgan.  Stupen  ous  -hansel 

Tliis  picture  seemingly  vsv.  c  taken  from  ~h  hill  north  of 
bchuyikill  uaven.  She  u ehigh  Taller  railroad  track  c>n  be  ;i  in  the 
background  near  where  the  girls  are  walking.  If  you  Tiered  this  land¬ 
scape  today,  all  that  you  ouli  see  of  the  old  canal  r,'ould  be  the 
office  building,  hich  is  no  nn  apartment  house,  r.n  a  small  bit 
0^  ••  ater  in  corner  of  the  dock.  The  eater  of  this  dock  still  remains 
(hide  im  between  banks  of  black  debris) , and  is  a  gathering  nlr.ee  for 
skater?  ana  i icherraen.  Typical  r  si.  ences  no-  fill  the  Places  of  th 
drydocks,  boatyards,  ana  pond. 

John  B.  Borman 


March  24,  1947. 


-tt  >  .n  from  in  front  of  St.  Janos’  Church  on  Dock 
Street,  Schuylkill  Haven. 

Shoving  boats  south  of  the  old  iron  ldge(  fcich 
leads  to  the  1,  Lsh  H  t)  the  .  o  floe  buil  lug,  a  •  irv  -ex¬ 
on  the  track  that  extends  up  the  coal  dirt  bonk.  See  the  buxom 
lft'iy  out  the  bo-r  of  boat. 


John  B.  Borman 


The  dark  mass  Just  back  of  the  fore¬ 
ground  Is  coal  refuse  from  the  landings.  At  Its 
base  the  track  can  be  seen,  with  one  of  the  mule 
cars  which  dumped  this  culm.  Later,  as  coal  became 
more  precious  the  Company  began  to  ship  it — but 
too  late,  for  the  canal  boats  stopoed  running 
and  it  was  left  for  the  people  of  the  town  to  use 
its  small  sizes,  or  for  local  manufacturers.  It 
took  years  to  make  this  huge  pile  disappear.  The 
right  fielder  of  the  ball  teams,  as  late  as  1910 
had  to  play  part  way  up  the  bank. 
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Canal  at  Schuylkill  Haven  30uth  of  the  rail- 
oad  ox iage.  The  three  boats  in  til,  foiegroun  ■  arc  con.  any  boats, 
that  nearest  the  bridge  being  an  in  ivi  ual  boat,  that  of  James 
Fullerton^"^  single  {\c  .u  **  i^'c  v-'  -  * 

information  and  picture  by  and  from  iJilliam  & eng el. 


John  B.  Botiiui  . 


THE  OLD  WHITE  CHURCH 
AT  SCHUYLKILL  Ha  VIS 


Out  in  the  country,  back  from  the  road,  in  a  wide  lane 
leading  to  an  old  overgrown  and  abandoned  cemetery,  stood  the 
"Old  White  Church" . 

It  was  squarely  built,  and  not  oblong,  as  churches 
are  usually  constructed.  Built  of  wood,  it  had  two  double¬ 
door  entrances,  one  in  front  and  one  at  the  side,  which  was 
opened  to  let  the  people  out  quickly  when  services  ended. 

It  stood  over  near  the  Bast  homestead,  away  from  that 
property  line,  to  admit  light  to  the  church  from  very  long  windows 
with  small  panes  of  glass.  There  was  a  pump,  coal  house  and  the 
little  house  out  back  and  a  long  row  of  sheds  to  shelter  the  teams 
during  inclement  weather  from  wind,  rain  and  snow. 

There  was  a  front  gable,  with  a  cupola  (not  a  steeple) 
at  the  top  that  contained  the  bell. 

It  was  heated  by  a  very  large  stove  situated  right  in 
the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  a  large  pipe  extended  right  up  through 
the  roof. 


This  church  had  a  main  floor  with  an  aisle  leading  right 
up  to  tne  pulpit,  with  seats  on  both  sides.  To  the  right  of  the 
front  door ; inside. a  stairway  led  up  to  an  immense  gallery  that 
extended  on  the  three  sides  of  the  church. 


* 
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Only  one  old  man,  F.  B.  Klein,  remembered  the  correct 
Pennsylvania  German  term  by  which  this  gallery  was  known,  the 
"bordkaer r i ch" . 

On  that  portion  of  it  facing  the  pulpit,  and  nearest 
"The  Pike"  was  the  organ,  here  there  were  only  a  couple  of  seats 
in  addition  to  the  organises  bench.  The  side  galleries  were 
used  by  the  younger  members  of  the  congregation. 

The  men  were  to  occupy  the  right  of  the  church  and  the 
women  were  seated  on  the  left.  The  young  women  and  girls  sat  on 
the  left  hand  side  nearest  the  pulpit  upstairs  and  the  young  men 
and  boys  opposite  on  the  right.  From  this  vantage  point  the  girls 
could  look  down  through  the  wide  double  doors  in  front  and  watch 
until  their  sv/eethearts  came  to  church.  The  slightly  older  women 
came  next  to  the  girls  on  the  left,  and  the  unmarried  men,  in  the 
right  gallery,  were  in  the  same  order. 

The  downstairs  was  for  the  married  folks  and  children. 
What  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  is  that,  at  this  early  age, 

"The  Old  White  Church"  possessed  a  pipe  organ. 

The  pulpit. Mr.  Klein  described  as  an  "old-fashioned  beer 
glass"  type,  high,  with  a  flight  of  steps  leading  to  it.  Like  the 
old  ones  elsewhere  in  the  County* s  two  oldest  churches,  it  was 
probably  what  architects  call  a  wine-glass  pulpit. 

A  Mr.  Frick  from  Cressona  was  the  regular  organist. 

Miss  Kosie  Kline,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Kline,  one  of  the  Parras 
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(Ministers)  was  the  substitute,  she  practiced  every  Saturday 
afternoon,  with  Emma  Butz  working  the  bellows  of  the  organ.  Rosie 
Kline  became  Mrs.  Morgan  Bittle  and  died  last  year  (194-6)  near  the 
hundred  mark.  Emma  Butz  became  Mrs.  Lucian  Kern  and  is  still 
healthy  at  92,  living  in  Orwigsburg  in  194-7. 

The  Reverends  Jacob  Kline  and  Jacoby  were  the  preachers, — 
Kline,  Reformed >  Jacoby,  Lutheran.  There  were  "Forestayers  in 
di  Kerrictf1,  men  who  stood  forward  next  to  the  preachers  and 
directed  the  business  of  the  church. 

Gideon  Bast,  a  rich  coal  operator,  the  owner  of  Bast 
Colliery  at  Ashland,  lived  next  door  and  represented  the  Lutheran 
faction.  Nathan  Butz  built  the  hotel  at  the  corner  of  center 
Avenue  and  Bock  Street,  also  farmed,  and  ran  a  flour  mill  at 
Cresscna.  He  was  also  a  forestayer. 

These  two  men  couldn’t  agree.  Bast,  being  the  richer 
of  the  two,  it  was  said,  swayed  the  congregation  his  way  and 
Butz  resigned  as  a  leader. 

There  was  a  choir  of  singers,  but  I  couldn’t  find  out 
much  about  it.  I  know  one  man  who  sang  in  it,  and  I  asked  one 
very  old  lady,  whom  1  had  heard  sing  in  her  earlier  days,  whether 
she  did  not  sing  in  the  Old  White  church  choir,  she  laughed  and 
said,  "Why,  it’s  so  long  ago,  but  i  guess  I  did". 

The  collection  was  taken  by  four  men,  two  downstairs 
and  two  cn  the  galleries.  Each  one  had  a  long  pole,  at  the  end  of 
which  was  a  small  wooden  box  with  a  bell  attached  and  passed  down 
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each  row  of  seats.  In  case  a  worshiper  had  fallen  asleep  the  rod 
was  violently  shaken  and  the  bell  made  a  racket,  the  sleeper 
awoke  and  dropped  his  coin  into  the  box. 

As  my  thoughts  go  back  to  my  childhood,  it  is  curious 
that  memories  that  have  lain  dormant  for  more  than  seven  decades 
begin  to  live  again.  When  my  sister  wrote  congratulating  me 
upon  my  seventy-ninth  birthday,  she  said,  "That  is  a  day  I  have 
never  forgotten,  the  ninth  of  May!  Mother  always  on  your  birthday 
took  us  out  to  the  White  Church  and  gave  us  a  May  party  in  the 
woods.  'Seh  alleo  weifn  schoener  traum’  (Seems  altogether  like 
a  pleasant  dream)  to  recall  the  day^  with  its  many  attractions 
of  the  old  church,  its  pump  after  a  game  of  ball,  a  picnic  or 
stroll  in  the  woods". 

One  day  we  discovered  a  large  hornet’s  nest  hanging 
high  up  under  the  eaves  of  the  church.  Gideon  Bast,  whose  side 
door  opened  out  into  the  lane  in  front  of  the  church,  stood  there 
to  see  that  no  stones  were  thrown  at  the  nest.  He  was  always 
watching  to  see  that  no  mischief  was  done  to  the  church  property 
as  we  passed  it  going  ^through  the  lane  to  the  woods  that  was  used 
daily  as  a  playground  during  the  summer  months.  Boy-like,  we  came 
back  the  next  day  with  our  sling-shots  to  have  a  try  at  the  nest, 
but  Gideon  was  ever  there  and  tne  nest  was  left  in  peace,  its 

remains  hung  there,  dry  and  deserted,  until  the  church  was  torn 
away. 
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Some  of  the  large  families  that  were  prominent 
attending  the  church  when  I  was  a  boy: 

Henry  Kern  served  thirty  years  as  station  agent  at 
Hamburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  superintended  the  farming  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  there  for  the  heading  Company.  He  bought  a  large 
farm,  just  around  the  corner  at  Boyer»s  Mill  (BohrmanTs)  on  the 
road  to  Landingville.  He  came  to  church  with  a  barouche  drawn 
by  a  pair  of  odd  coloured  blue  roan  horses.  His  two  sons,  wearing 
high  top  hats,  rode  high  up  on  the  front  seat.  Henry  and  part  of 
the  household  rode  facing  each  other  on  the  two  seats  below,  while 
two  of  his  younger  daughters  came  in  a  wicker  basket  phaeton, 
drawn  by  two  sorrel  ponies.  Mrs.  Kern  was  a  daughter  of  Parra 

Moyer  (Preacher  Moyer),  who  preached  fifty  years  at  historic  , 

hydro  Pn  c  t>< 

Red  Church,  and  he  possessed  the  famous  cure  for  frydrafobia.  Mrs.  Hay 

pre  a 

Lincler,  of  Orwigsburg,  a  granddaughter  of  Henry  Kern,  seld  this  same 
barouche  to  Henry  Ford,  and  it  is  now  displayed  in  his  Dearborn 
museum  near  Detroit,  as  an  antique.  Mrs.  Linder  was  the  first 
baby  baptised  in  the  new  church. 

Nathan  Butz  was  a  young  Lehigh  County  farmer,  who  drove 
once  a  year  to  the  coal  region  for  a  load  of  coal,  with  a  six- 
horse  team  hitched  to  a  schooner.  When  the  building  of  the  canal 
docks  at  Schuylkill  Haven  was  anticipated,  he  conceived  the  idea 
that  a  hotel  at  the  corner  of  the  Turnpike  and  what  is  now  Dock 
Street  would  be  a  paying  investment,  especially  to  board  the  masons 
who  would  be  employed  by  the  canal  company.  ne  disposed  of  his 
interests  in  Lehigh  County  and  built  the  Spring  Garden  Hotel,  which 


. 
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is  now  a  large  apartment  house,  and  with  a  large  family  of  boys 
and  girls  came  to  Schuylkill  Haven.  The  hotel  was  a  great  success. 
It  became  overcrowded  with  stone  masons  from  Lebanon  and  Lebanon 
County,  who  left  on  Saturday  afternoon,  some  on  horseback  and  some 
on  foot,  to  their  respective  homes,  returning  early  Monday  morning. 

The  Shapples  were  a  goodly  race,  with  many  large  families 
by  that  name,  and  must  have  contributed  about  the  largest  member¬ 
ship  to  the  "Old  White  Church”.  There  were  Shapples,  1  believe, 
by  every  name  in  the  Bible,  even  unto  Galen  and  Malen.  Jakie 
Shapple  raised  twelve  children  in  a  one-room  stone  house  at-the 
foot  of  the  second  mountain.  He  came  to  church  wearing  an  old 
faded  stovepipe  hat,  with  a  peacock  feather  stuck  in  the  band. 

He  took  his  seat  right  before  the  pulpit,  and  to  every  sentence 
of  the  preacher  he  said  aloud,  "Yahl  Yahl  (Yes,  Yes),  so  that  the 
whole  assembly  could  hear  it. 

One  of  his  sons,  Alie,  taught  the  three  HTs,way  back, 
under  the  supervision  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  Noolan. 

There  were  quite  a  number  of  Bittle  families.  Morgan 
Bittle  married  Rose  Kline,  the  daughter  of  the  Preacher.  The 
Bittles  owned  most  of  the  land  from  the  Schuylkill  River  extending 
up  Long  Run  to  the  Hotel  at  the  crossroads.  On  the  John  Bittle 
farm,  it  was  said,  there  was  gold.  However,  I  never  knew  anyone 
who  had  seen  any  of  it. 
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I  knew  but  one  Hullobush  (Hillbish)  family  attending  the 
church,  but  its  numbers  were  great.  A  daughter  of  the  old  gentleman 
once  said  that  they  never  sat  down  to  the  table  with  less  than 
eighteen,  and  often  more,  composed  of  sons  and  daughters  with  their 
children. 


The  Ricks  were  prominent  in  the  Church.  They  came  from 
Cressona.  Cressona  contributed  largely  to  the  parish.  Composed 
largely  of  Reformeds,  they  built  their  own  church  in  that  town, 
soon  after  the  White  Church  was  torn  down. 

Out  of  the  dust  of  my  boyhood* s  memory  there  arise  many 
more  prominent  families,  of  whose  posterity  I  ask  indulgence,  as 
space  will  not  allow  a  further  description. 

nFolk  Lore  of  the  Schuylkill  Canal*1 

In  my  book,  Vol.  1,  I  had  written  a  chapter  entitled 
"From  the  Rock  on  the  Mountain”,  in  which  I  described  the  White 
Church  Picnic  which  follows: 

The  old  White  Church  stood  several  hundred  yards  to  the 
west  of  the  Podgy,  across  the  field,  far  back  from  the  road,  among 
the  maples.  To  the  rear  of  the  church  was  the  White  Church  woods, 
where  they  held  their  annual  picnic,  which  was  an  event  to  the 
entire  town.  Other  Sunday  schools  had  annual  picnics,  too,  but 
always  for  themselves  and  a  few  invited  guests,  and  held  them  on 
days  other  than  Saturday.  The  White  Church  held  theirs  on  Saturday. 
This  was  a  very  large  congregation  of  Lutherans  and  Reformeds,  and 

they  came  from  miles  around, — Long  Run,  Beaver  Road,  Panther  Valley, 
Cressona  and  the  valley  bordering  on  the  second  Mountain.  Every  one 

who  could  attend  this  affair  came. 
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The  grove  was  beautiful,  with  a  grass  plot  of  about 
one-half  acre  in  the  center.  King  was  played,  sometimes  as  many 
as  five  rings  functioning  at  one  time  after  supper.  You  know  how 
ring  was  played.  You  hit  a  girl  on  the  back,  then  she  chased  you, 
and,  when  you  were  caught  up  with,  she  kissed  you.  Then  you  went 
to  the  ring,  joining  hands  with  the  rest,  when  some  girl  tagged 
you  and  you  chased  her,  and  did  likewise. 

Many  of  the  town  people  went  for  a  good  feed.  They  fed 
every  one  from  long  tables,  and  Old  John  stappel,  from  the  Cross¬ 
roads,  at  the  Second  Mountain,  dispensed  good  street  cider  free  to 
all  comers.  He  became  my  ideal  farmer.  However,  one  day  I  found 
a  fine  new  bugc_y  whip  in  the  middle  of  the  road.  I  met  John,  who 
asked  me  where  I  got  the  whip.  Being  only  a  youngster,  I  replied, 
"Found  it".  "Why,  thatTs  mine,  I  just  lost  it",  he  said,  and  he 
gave  me  eight  cents  for  finding  the  whip.  That  raised  him  quite 
a  few  notches  in  my  estimation,  giving  me  eight  cents  for  finding 
his  whip.  But  as  years  went  by,  I  began  to  wonder  whether  John 
did  not  get  a  very  fine  whip  for  eight  cents. 

The  Lutherans  organized  in  1817  and  built  a  log  church. 
Shortly  after  this  the  Reformeds  joined  with  them  and  jointly  built 
the  Old  nhite  Church.  Hov/ever,  they  were  the  Jerusalem  congregation. 
In  1877  they  judged  the  old  church  to  be  too  small  and  built  the 
present  structure.  By  then  it  was  time  to  hold  this  immense  picnic. 
The  building  was  under  roof,  the  floors  laid  and  it  was  agreed  to 
set  the  tables  in  the  new  church,  and  not  in  the  woods.  On  the  day 
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of  the  picnic,  the  crowd  gathered  as  usual,  expecting  a  good  feed. 
When  it  came  time  to  eat  there  were  two  men  stationed  at  the 
entrance,  where  none  but  members  of  the  church  and  their  families 
were  let  in.  several  hundred  men,  women,  and  children  looked  in 
the  windows  from  a  slight  rise  in  the  roadway  down  upon  long 
tables  laden  with  as  many  good  things  as  the  former  picnics,  which 
they  had  so  much  enjoyed.  Thus  ended  the  large  White  Church  picnics. 
The  Jerusalem  congregation  held  their  annual  gathering  like  any  other 
Sunday  school.  The  White  Church  was  torn  away.  The  grove  was  cut 
down  and  became  the  Jerusalem  cemetery. 

I  was  a  small  boy  looking  on  when  the  corner  stone  was 
removed  from  the  ”01d  White  Church”.  1  remember  Reverend  Kline, 

Mr.  Rick,  Jonathan  Butz  and  others  looking  on,  when  some  money 
and  papers  were  taken  from  the  stone,  it  being  some  Sunday  afternoon 
ceremony.  Elvin  Deibert,our  next  door  neighbor  and  a  member  of  the 
church,  said  it  was  eighteen  cents  and  some  newspapers. 

The  Id  ..hite  Church”  has  long  since  disappeared,  but  to 
those  few  who  remember  it  and  the  whole  population  of  that  region, 
tne  new  red  brick  church  was  always  called  the  "White  Church”,— So 
much  so  that  the  congregation  recently  decided  to  paint  it  white. 

It  is  now  a  beautiful  white  edifice,  and  again  it  stands  at  the  end 
cf  a  long  lane,  but  this  time  it  is  an  avenue  of  large  maples. 

”The  worshippers  are  scattered  now 
Who  knelt  before  thy  shrine. 

And  silence  reignes  where  anthems  rose. 

In  days  of  TAuld  Lang  Synef.” 

J ohn  B .  Bowman 
July  26,  1947 
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The  Canal  as  it  passed  Atkin's  Furnace  on 
"The  Island"  which  was  formed  by  it  and  the 
Schuylkill  River. 

The  River  can  be  seen  paralleling  the 
canal  in  the  distance,  before  it  leaves  to  run 
out  of  sight  behind  the  furnace.  The  bridge  in 
the  middle  distance,  crossing  to  the  Island, 
spans  the  canal. 

Center  St.  south  of  the  Bright  home,  and 
the  old  homes  of  "The  Orchard"  are  also  clearly 
seen  beyond  the  rocks  which  are  the  backbone  of 
Sharp  Mountain. 


Story  of  Pomeroy 
Corner  Related  to 
Historical  Society 

The  story  of  Pomeroy’s  corner— 
from  a  log  cabin  to  a  department 
store— was  unfolded  at  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Schuylkill  Comity  last  nightjjf 
With  a  large  group  of  Pomeroy 
employes  headed  by  Managing  Di¬ 
rector  Robert  B.  Gable  attending, 
Miss  Edith  Patterson  read  a  paper 


prepared  by  John  B.  Bowman  and 
G.  A.  Rees  tracing  the  buildings 
,  which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Mali- 
antongo  and  Centre  streets,  now  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  large  Pomeroy  de¬ 
partment  store. 

Historical  Society  members  and 
Pomeroy  employes  learned  that  a  log 
house  first  stood  on  the  spot  in  1824, 
giving  way  to  Andrew  B.  White's 
brick  store  in  1843.  Subsequently 
the  White  store  was  replaced  with 
a  building  erected  by  Richard  Mor¬ 
ris,  one  of  Pottsville’s  early  great 
merchants,  to  be  succeeded  by  the 
building  which  now  houses  Schuyl¬ 
kill  County’s  largest  department 
store. 

Mr.  Rees,  a  veteran  Pomeroy  em¬ 
ploye,  contributed  highlights  of 
Pomeroy  history,  disclosing  that  the 
organization  of  Dives,  Pomeroy  and 
Stewart  department  store  began  in 
September,  1887.  in  the  Miehle  build¬ 
ing  at  five  and  seven  North  Centre 
Street.  Its  first  store  manager  was 
the  late  C.  George  Miller.  In  1896, 
the  establishment  moved  to  its  pres¬ 
ent  location  at  100-104  South  Centre 
Street,  the  Morris  building  then  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Henry  Royer  and  Son, 
Dry  Goods  and  Notion  Store.  A 
large  addition  to  the  present  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  in  1916.  Dives,  Pom¬ 
eroy  and  Stewait  was  established  by 
Josiah  Dives,  George  S.  Pomeroy  and 
John  Stewart,  Mr.  Rees’  history  dis¬ 
closed.  Today  it  is  known  as  P  m- 
j  eroy’s,  Inc. 

Mi-.  Bowman,  oldest  living  person 
who  worked  at.  the  old  store,  dis¬ 
closed  he  had  been  hired  in  July, 
1886.  He  recalled  early  amusing  stor¬ 
ies  associated  with  the  early  retail 
career  of  the  store— the  big  Christ¬ 
mas  eve  sales  which  sometimes  last¬ 
ed  until  three  a.  m.  Christmas  day, 
romances  which  blossomed  in  the 
store,  the  parties  and  picnics  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  firm,  the  christening 
of  a  babe  found  down  stairs  in  the 
store,  the  great  bargain  sales  held 
annually  when  the  Teachers’  In- 
stitue  was  held  in  Pottsville. 

Tlie  paper  was  voted  one  of  the 
most  interesting  to  be  given  at  a 
society  meeting  in  recent  years 

President  Joseph  H.  Davies,  Mah- 
anoy  City,  was  chairman  of  the 
meeting.  The  reports  of  Secretary 
Frederick  W.  Stoffler  auc  Treasure 
Herrwood  E.  Hobbs  was  received  an 
three  new  members  were  admitted. 

The  society’s  last  spring  meetin 
will  be  held  Wednesday,  May  n 
when  Herrwood  E.  Hobbs,  Pottsvill 
news  paper  man  and  a  former  the 
atre  manager,  will  read  a  paper  oi 
"The  Theatrical  History  of  Potts 
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when,  in  1824,  the  tiny  town  of  pottsville  boasted  but  live 
'houses,  the  snot  where  Pomeroy’s  store  now  stands  had  a  log  house  on 

it.  This,  Miss  McCool  said,  was  built  in  1817. 

That  log  house  was  torn  down  in  1343  and  a  handsome  brick 
store  was  built  there  by  Andrew  B.  White  from  Delaware.  From  that 
day  to  this  nothing  but  a  store  has  occupied  that  land,  just  as 
nothing  but  a  hotel  has  ever  stood  on  the  site  of  the  old  White  Horse 
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Tavern, (now  that  of  the  Fecho  Allen)  then  directly  oppositeAthe  Center 
Turnpike. 

This  structure,  writes  Miss  McCool  in  1874,  has  been  recently 
superceded  by  the  decorative  building  erected  by  Richard  Morris,  and 
she  comments  on  how  such  an  edifice  as  tnat  compared  with  the  raising  of 

a  log  cabin. 

The  first  store  we  know  of  in  the  early  days  was  a  company 
store  _  at  first  a  necessity  but  later  a  type  which  fell  into  social 
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disfavor.  Certainly  that  built  by  the  York  Coal  Company  in  1324,  and 
the  little  stock  of  goods  kept  by  the  Pott  family  for  its  workmen  were 
needed  here  in  the  wilderness. 


By  1330  the  Miner’ s  journal  was  clamoring  for  better  things 
and  complains,  "You  cannot  buy  a  hat  now  without  going  into  a  grocery 
or  liquor  store  for  it  ...  It  is  high  time  that  the  union  of  all  kinds 
of  goods  and  wares,  wet,  dry,  soft,  hard  and  grocery  in  one  room  was 
abolished. "  The  day  of  the  department  store  had  not  yet  come  over 
Sharp  Mountain’. 

But  the  stores  multiply  in  this  same  year,  1330.  The  little 
first  dry  goods  store  was  torn  down  and  the  Pennsylvania  Hall,  now  our 
oldest  hotel  building,  went  up.  Jacob  Alter  "erected  three  handsome 
stores  (frame  buildings)  on  Center  Street  adjoining  the  Arcade,  and 
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Tames  Appleton  added  to  the  number  by  a  row  of  brick  houses  on  Center 
Street.  But  the  old  log  house  still  stood  on  ‘'Pomeroy's  Corner'." 

But  not  for  long,  for  thirteen  years  later  C8me  White's 
:3tore  building  there,  followed  by  that  built  by  Richard  Morris. 

Mr.  Morris  lived  to  be  90  and  I  myself  was  very  well  aquainted 
ffith  this  venerable  old  man.  He  visited  the  Dives,  Pomeroy,  Sewart 
.•store  almost  daily,  and  although  very  deaf,  was  a  good  talker,  who 
gave  us  young  men  much  fine  advice. 

As  the  D.P.&.S.  "Old  Home: Week"  Hlfltory  of  the  County  puts  it: 

"Mr.  Richard  Morris  was  a  great  merchant  but  when  the  inflated 
war  prices  sank  to  their  normal  level  he,  having  financially  aided 
other  merchants  in  distress,  himself  fel"1  a  victim  to  the  times  of 
Reconstruction,  and  the  handsome  building,  which  is  a  monument  to  his 
enterprise ,  passed  out  of  his  hands.  Since  passing  into  the  hands  of 
Dives,  Pomeroy  and  Stewart  it  has  undergone  decided  changes  and 
improvements. " 

The  following  factual  history  of  the  store,  which  I  quote 
at  length,  was  written  by  G.A.  Rees^  in  his  manuscript,  BRIEF  HISTORY 
OF  POMEROYS  » INC . 

"The  organization  of  the  Dives,  Pomeroy  &  Stewart  Pottsville 
Department  Store  dates  back  more  than  sixty_one  years.  It  was  in 
September  1387  that  this  firm  opened  its  doors  for  business  at  5  &  7 
'N.  Center  St.  At  that  time  the  store  consisted  of  scarcely  a  dozen 
different  departments  and  a  personnel  of  about  twenty-five  employees, 
none  of  which  are  at  present  employed  at  our  store.  Mr.  C.  George 
Miller,  deceased,  a  former  resident  of  Pottsville  was  the  first  store 
manager.  Mr.  Miller  had  previous  business  experience  as  senior  partner 
of  the  firm  of  Miller,  Diliplane  and  Uhler  Dry  Goods  &  Notion  Store 
located  for  a  number  of  years  on  West  Junket  St.  between  Center  and 
Second  Sts. 
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"Dives,  poraeroy  &  Stewart’s  enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  the 
original  department  store  of  Schu  lkill  County.  The  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  store  was  so  rapid  that  it  soon  became  necessary  to  secure 
larger  headquarters,  hence,  in  1896  the  present  location  at  100-1  34 
S.  Center  St.,  known  as  the  Morris  building  and  occupied  by  Henry  Royer 
&  Son,  Dry  Goods  and  notion  Store,  w. s  purchased  and  enlarged  and  opened 
for  business  by  Dives,  Pomeroy  and  Stewart,  October  8,  log  3. 

i 

"In  1916  additional  room  was  required?so  a  new  five  store 
addition  was  erected  to  the  rear  of  the  original  building  which  gave  us 
a  store  of  61  x  325  ft.  in  dimension,  50,000  sq.  ft.  of  floor  space  and 
twenty... five  distinctly  separate  de  artments,  each  one  completely  stocked 
and  practically  a  store  in  itself. 

"Tremendous  resources,  coaled  with  the  store*  s  steadfast 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  just  dealing  and  honest  merchandising  won 
for  Dives,  poraeroy  and  Stewart  a  patronage  in  the  forefront  of  the  retail 
interests  of  Schuylkill  County. 

"Dives,  Pomeroy  and  Stewart,  Reading,  pa. ,  the  parent  store, 
was  established  in  the  yea.r  1876  by  Josiah  Dives,  George  S.  Pomeroy 
and  John  Stewart.  Other  stores  were  later  opened  at  Harrisburg, 
Wilkes-Earre,  Pottstown  and  Pottsville,  Pa. 

"In  clear  and  fair  weather  merchandise  was  displayed  in  boxes 
and  tables  on  the  sidewalk  outside  of  the  store.  Counters  filled  with 
special  offerings  were  frequently  placed  on  sale  on  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  the  store. 

"Out  of  town  patrons  would  come  by  train,  horse  and  buggy, 
and  would  spend  the  entire  day  with  us  shopping  throughout  the  store. 
Window  displays  were  always  a  very  attractive  feature  of  this  store." 

And  now  follow  my  own  personal  recollections: 
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It  was  sometime  in  the  month  of  July,  1836  when  the  following 
advertisement  aooeared  in  a  local  newspaper  "wanted:  Twenty-five  sales¬ 
people  f.Y.S.  Apply  at  perm  Hotel."  I  applied  as  per  the  advertisement 
and  was  met  by  Mr.  C.  George  Miller. 

He  said  that  F.Y.S.  stood  for  Few  York  Syndicate,  that  Dives, 
Pomeroy  and  Stewart  of  Reading  was  a  member  of  it  and  bought  dry  goods 
at  a  price  cheaper  than  anybody  could  by  virtue  of  their  membership. 

That  Dives,  Pomeroy  and  Stewart  were  going  to  open  a  large  department 
store  at  7  N.  Center  St.  and  he  was  g<  ing  to  be  the  manager.  (The 
Alifcble.’  s  were  at  this  time  doing  business  there)  After  a  discussion  as 
’to  wages  he  agreed  to  pay  me  eight  dollars  per  week  with  strict 
instructions  as  to  secrecy  on  the  matter  of  wages,  as  he  had  secured 
older  men  with  more  experience  at  the  same,  some  at  less,  s  lary. 

I  believe  that  he  gave  me  more  than  he  intended  to,  and  I 
•know  that  I  struck  a  better  bargain  than  I  expected.  I  was  in  my 
nineteenth  year  at  that  time.  I  was  to  report  to  5  &  7  F.  Center  St. 
on  October  1st,  which  I  did  and  found  the  sidewalk  and  gutter  piled 
high  with  large  dry  goods  cases. 

There  were  about  eight  men  and  two  boys  gathered,  and  Mr. 

'Mil  er  put  us  immediately  to  work  unpacking  and  marking  i  e  stock. 

'This  continued  daily  until  Monday  October  12th  when  more  than  15 
girls  reported  for  work.  We  were  then  allotted  to  our  separate 
departments.  Mr.  James  Steel  was  to  have  charge  of  the  floor  in 
conjunction  with  the  dress  goods  and  silk  department,  also  to  be  in 
authority  next  to  Mr.  Miller.  Francis  Billig  was  to  have  charge  of  the 
domestics,  such  as  linens,  muslins  and  white  goods  in  general.  Miss 
Agnes  Galbraith  was  put  in  ch  rge  of  the  cloak  department.  Miss  Marne 
Lennon  had  the  ribbons,  Mrs.  Whitting -tan  hosiery  and  underwear,  Elizabeth 
Keen  umorellas,  books,  etc.  and  George  Gehring  noxions.  Howard  Fagle 
as  in  "Gent's  furnishings". 
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I  was  allotted  to  the  center  counter  which  consisted  of 
Fancy  Goods  such  as  laces,  gimps,  ruchings,  leather  go^ds,  furs,  hand¬ 
kerchiefs,  chenilles,  tinsel,  veilings,  jewelry,  etc.  I  was  given 
two  girls  as  assistants. 

The  day  before  o  -ening,  about  fifteen  men  from  the  Reading 
store  came  and  took  charge  of  decorations  which  were  elaborate  thro  :gh- 
out  the  store.  They  stayed  overnight  and  helped  with  the  opening  the 
next  day.  Mr.  Leon  Luckenbach  was  the  cashier  and  Katie  Beckley  was 
his  Assistant. 

Mr.  Luckenbach  became  a  Moravian  preacher  and  subsequently 
united  Mrs.  Bowman  and  me  in  the  "holy  bonds  of  wedlock.  " 

I  am  of  the  impression  that  inexperienced  girls  were  paid 
two  dollars  per  week  and  the  two  cash  boys  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
at  the  opening  of  the  store. 

The  Miehle  experienced  clerks  we  e  given  the  preference  when 
hiring  the  help.  They  were  Elizabeth  Keen,  Mame  Lennon  and  Katie 
Beckley.  Mrs.  Beckley  had  been  their  cashier.  There  may  have  been 
others.  I  believe  that  I  am  the  only  ane  left  of  the  original  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Dives,  Stewart  &  Pomeroy  advent  in  Pottsville.  I  do  not 
know  any  other.  To  be  sure  there  is  Mr.  Reese  and  Barney  (Frank) 

"Ellison,  both  tried  and  true,  but  they  came  later. 

7Je  opened  on  October  15  with  more  help  from  Reeding,  including 
Mr.  George  Pomeroy,  Sr. 

The  crowds  were  immense  and  the  receiots  must  have  been  great. 

A  small  box  of  ruching  was  given  with  each  purchase. 

With  about  30  helpers  we  did  a  rushing  business  until  Christmas 
time  when  the  help  was  increased  temporarily  to  about  125.  The  afternoon 
'jefoie  Christmas  we  had  a  fire  scare  which  caused  quite  a  commotion.  A 
f^lame  struck  up  under  the  stairway  leading  to  the  Miehle  aoartment,  no 
i am age. 
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The  store  was  lighted  by  gas,  two  jets  to  a  chandelier.  A 

rod  was  used  with  a  tube  at  its  side  which  contained  a  lighted  wax 

d 

.taper.  The  gas  was  turned  on  by  a  gap;et  at  the  top  of  the  rod  and 

o'  v  \  » 

the  light  applied.  Ae  I  remember  it,  some  time  in  the  Nineties  the 

Gas  House  blew  up  and  the  town  was  without  light  in  the  stores  and 

homes,  excepting  those  who  still  had  oil  Is.mps.  Gas  was  procured  from 

an  extra  side  tank  and  in  about  three  or  four  days  we  had  light  again, 

i\  V*\ 

Then  the  MarchA Blizzard  of  1388  came  along.  The  Boss  had 
gone  to  New  York  to  select  stock  and  was  marooned  there  for  three  days. 
During  that  time  we  were  one  big  happy  family,  the  clerks  managed  to 
:report  to  the  store,  but  there  was  very  littl e  trade  —  however,  some 
love  making.  The  floor  walker  made  love  to  the  dress  goods  clerk 
which  resulted  in  a  wedding,  nevertheless  it  was  generally  known  that 
they  did  not  "live  happily  ever  afterward. " 

The  stores  kept  open  every  evening  until  nine, on  Saturday 
until  eleven. 

Christmas  eve  the  Boss  would  order  the  dress  goods  counter 
.cleared  and  all  the  toys  left  over  were  displayed  there  for  a  sale 
advertised  to  take  place  there  at  twelve  o’clock  midnight.  The  crowd 
would  wait  until  that  time  for  bargains  in  toys  and  I  remember  working 
until  three  A.M.  —  and  Sunday  morning  at  that! 

One  noon  time  Mr.  Miller  passed  a  table  on  which  a  small  lamp 
was  displayed.  "These  not  selling?"  he  asked  of  Rose  McGovern.  "Mb’.  " 
she  sa.id.  Not  meaning  it,he  said  "Do  something,  give  them  away’"  Rose 
got  busy  and  when  Libbie  Keen  returned  from  lunch,  she  exclaimed,  "Oh’ 
lose  you  sold  a  1  the  lamps.  "No  I  didn’t"  replied  Rose  "the  Boss  said 
:o  give  them  away  and  I  took  him  at  his  word.  I  gave  them  away. »  These 
;wo  girls  hurtled  some  other  display  on  the  table  and  the  Boss  never 
missed  the  lamps. 
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»  jdy[tt  .nisvoOo  93 oH  to  bgjfajs  9d  ”vgniIX9R  d’on  939dTn  .beyBlqBib  asi 
98 oH  "  JyjswB  msdJ'  9vig  ,gni rfd’oraoB  oQB  bias  9rffd-i  gninB9ai  d'oTl  .biBa  ©da 
JriO"  ,bS  i  iBloxs  sda  KdonuI  moil  b93iTJjtai  n  9X  9iddiJ  nerfw  bnB  yand  d-o^ 

bis  a  880H  add1"  98  oH  b9iXq9T  "d’^bib  I  oK"  .aqasX  9dd  X'B  bXoe  uoy  93055 

9':  odT  n  .yBwB  mold"  9vxq  I  .bnov.  aid  ts  x'iri  ioot  I  bne  yGWr3  -  r,vi  od 

xavan  3809  9ii  bnB  9XdBd-  add-  no  yBX  8ib  T9dd-o  smoa  baXd’Anri  sXTig  o.vd 
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After  Mr.  Miller  moved  to  SbWuylkill  Haven,  he  managed  to  give 
e  employees  an  annual  outing  on  one  of  the  half  holidays.  These  ’  ere 
ry  en.ioyable  and  looked  forward  to  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  '  e 
ok  a  Pennsv.  train  at  twelve  o’clock  to  the  depot  at  Bchuj’Tkill  Haven, 
oli  there  we  marched  in  a  body  out  Haven  street,  then  ^ast  on  Main  to 
.  Millers  home,  where  \,e  were  given  an  excellent  dinner  of  chicken, 
w  corn,  etc. 

After  that  Molori  Bousher  of  the  Reading  StOt^,  would  arrange  us 

i  a  semi-circle  and  take  our  picture.  There  were  always  a  dozen  or  more 

from  ^Reading  Store  there,  and  Alberti filler ,  their  flfoor  walker,  would 
A 

cad  his  constituents,  he  dressed  like  a  clown. 

At  one  event  Mr.  Daniel  Lewis  Sr.  was  the  speaker  of  the  day. 

;  another  Miss  Ada  Fiery  gave  several  fine  resitations.  r,Your  humble 
fvant"  was  always  called  upon  for  comic  songs  and  recitations.  T  pon 
e  occasion  Barney  (Frank)  Ellison  came  on  the  scene,  dressed  like  an 
id  Italion ,  with  an  antiquated  grind  organ  supported  on  a  pole,  and 
mdered  old-fashioned  grind-organ  tunes.  Actually,  for  quite  a  time 
ite  majority  of  us  did  not  recognize  Barney.  Foot  races  were  held, 
fintests  between  men,  girls  and  boys.  Baseball  matches  between  the 
uading  store  club  and  Pottsville  team.  The  rivalry  becam^e  so  great, 
at  both  sides  cheated,  the  Reading  club  hired  several  members  of  their 
l.ty’s  professional  team  and  we  had  a  pitcher  and  catcher  from  the  home 
•of e ssionals .  The  result  was  that  the  "Kettle  called  the  pot  black 
l.ves,  Pomeroy  and  .Stewart  were  very  liberal  when  it  came  to  entertaining 
tieir  help  and  I  understand  it  is  the  same  to-day. 

One  year  Mr.  Dives  entertained  us  at  his  country  home  "Foll^y 
irm"  about  four  miles  west  of  Heading.  Me  left  Pbttsville  at  noon  by 
train.  Arriving  at  Reading  we  v<ere  loaded  into  large  "blutz  wagons"  (truck 
l^rn  wagons  without  springs).  There  were  no  seats  and  we  had  to 

tand  up,  packed  in  tight, one  against  the  other,  holding  on  to  k' ep  from 
ailing  over  the  side.  The  fence  bars  were  taken  out  and  we  went  over 


9*19 w  eaeriT  . s^Bbilod  li3d  add  lo  9  no  no  -^nidno  Inuar.a  ne  aaevolque 
s'*  .  emaselq  lo  Xcab  daam  3  < its**  od  biewiol  befool  bnp  alc/e^otne  v 

«fl©V6H  IIl^IvurfoL  *p  do qeb  odd  od  doolo’o  avlowd  do  nieid  .yenned  e  'A 
od  nis.J  no  deel  nedd  tdasidi  navaH  duo  ^bocf  3  ni  bedoisiii  ew  aiarfd  m 

. 

»  .  J;  .0*9  ,A1O0 

3 u  93iiiBii 3  bXnaw  , ^Wb  anibnsfl  add  to  larisnoti  noloo  dsdd  i9dl.i 


0101a  10  ussab  b  avsvrls  9iaw  aiadT  .eiu^oiq  mo  eirled  bns  eloiio  insz  t* 


^rff 


bXnovr  ,19^'Isw  lotfll  lia.id  <iaXXl'I fiedXA  bn«  ,aiarid  &iodo  ^nibsen  i.i 


.nwolo  a  a:rill  baaaaib  art  ,  adnai/didanoo  aid  h 

.^eb  add  lo  19-tfsaqa  erid  asw  . IS  aiwsj  Xeinsd  .iU  dnsvs  ano  *k 

sldnu/r?  ujoY"  . snoidediaai  0 nil  Xsieraa  evsii  Yiai*!!  ebi,  aalli  ledtoo# 

noqrT  . anoidediosi  bns  33:10a  oimoo  10I  noqn  belleo  s^ewIs  aew  "dnev 

na  a^il  b0339ib  teneoa  arid  ::o  aniso  noalll’d  UnsT^)  vernec  noiasooo 

bnn  teIoq  s  no  bsdioqque  negio  bniig  badsupidne  iib  ridiar  ,  no  lied  I 

amid  b  edinp  10I  ,^IIsjJd-oA  .a  sand  negie  bniig  banoinasl-blo  beiab 

,  blari  919.7  aeoei  4oorI  .^enisF  asingooai  don  bib  sir  “to 

arid  naawdatf  aariodsia  IXsdeaaQ  .  avod  bns  aXiig  ,1011  neewdad  adaad 

% 

«ds9ia  oe  e^  TBiad  yilRvii  ortT  .rased  allirsddOX  bne  dulo  aioda  *•  ".in 
liarfd  to  aiadraara  leiavea  bsiici  ds.rlo  gni&esK  add  ^badsario  aabis  ddon  d 
0£florf  odd  moil  lariodso  bps  ledodiq  0  bail  on  bne  mead  Xenolsaaloiq  s’  : 
.’•>fosXd  doq  srfd  beXIao  eXddaX”  add  dadd  asf  dXnaai  srfT  .  alrjnoiaeel 
3ninladiadrj9  od  aioao  di  narfw  XaiadiX  ^iav  aia»  diajrad3  bes  '{olenoq  ,cy 

. vab-od  o.asa  arid  at  *1  b/uadaiebn./  I  bus  cria ri  ii 
X&liot”  amori  /.qdri/oo  aid  de  an  benisdiadno  aoviCI  -i.i  'ibs'J  anO 
^d  noon  ds  ©IlivadldX  dial  a  .anibnefl  lo  d  ew  salir-  ix/ol  dnoeft  "n 
^ox/id)  n8no3s<,r  ^duld”  smoX  odnl  bebsoX  eiaw  aw  g£li>Bep  ds  .•anlviiiA  *ni 
od  bed  aw  bna  adeaa  YSXSK  on  eiew  eiariT  .(e^niiqa  dwoddiw  snosew  w 
moil  q© o(  od  no  ^ntbloii  ,iaddo  ©dd  daniBaa  anofdr'aid  ni  ba^oeq  ,qn  bn 
19^0  dnew  aw  bne  duo  na^ad  oiew  aied  eonol  aril  .ebia  arid  iovo 
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Hating  farm  land  to  the  vicinity  of  the  house  ..here  n  were  served  a 
-up  dinner.  t/e  spent  and  enjoyable  afternoon,  with  sports  and  picture 
nE.  In  the  evening  v;e  returned  to  the  atation  in  the  same  manner  we  had 
ved,  with  the  exception  that  what  Reading  help  was  there,  did  not  return 
same  way  theyhad  come,  but  crowded  in  our  wagons,  malting  it  more  difficult 


Sep  from  falling  out.  You  cannot  imagine  the  screaming  or  the  girls  as  a 
Reading  Dutchman  would  be  holding  onto  ter  shoulders.  It  was  an  enjoyable 


,  With  thanks  to  the  memory  0a  Kr .  Dives.  We  had  enjoyment  tndescribable. 
the  passenger  coach  on  the  way  home,  hilarity  was  let  loose  to  its  B033® 

est . 

Each  year,  the  day  before  Thanksgiving,  Hr.  Pomeroy  would  send  up 
os  of  turkeys  to  he  distributed  among  the  help-  One  to  each  married  man 
the  cashboys.  Miss  Bessie  Davies  had  charge  of  the  Dress  (gods  and  silks, 
she  was  keeping  house  with  her  mother,  so  she  was  counted  es  a  men. 
lg  Dy  sister-in-law,  they  always  had  their  dinner  with  us,  h.ende,  by 
.stress  time,  I  had  another  fat  gobbler  in  my  chicken  pen.  At  Heading,  Mr. 
Mroy  supervised  the  distribution  of  the  turkeys  and  saw  that  the  smallest 

i  boy  received  the  largest  turkey. 

I  believe  that  Dives,  Pomeroy  and  Stewart  had  an  event  in  their 

tsville  store  that  no  other  firm  had  in  the  state  and  few,  if  any,  in  the 
Id. 

A  Christening!  a  newly  born  baby  was  found  down  stairs.  Believing 
dead, I  telephoned  for  county  coroner  Dr.  A.L.  Sillers,  who  lives  cnl, 
blocks  away.  He  came  immediately  and  upon  first  inspection  pronounced  it 
,d,  but  a  good  spanking  brought  it  back  to  life.  He  immediately  called 
ef  of  Police  Davis,  and  they  both  set  out  to  find  the  mother,  this  left 
holding  the  baby.  ".'bile  in  this  predicament  and  not  tawing  what  to  do, 

33  Rosa  McGovern ,  approached  me  saying,  "Mr.  Bowman  let  me  senr  ,  or  m. 
lain jKonsignior  McGovern  of  at.  Patrics  parish,  I  know  he  can  advise  you 

\i  said  "All  right",  and  she  had  the  Konsignior  in  '  le* 


it!  help  you  out". 


’  ^  btt*  3,‘t<X,a  rt,i'7  .»«■**•  •"•’Wtea  bn,  »„w  e\f  .nennib 

b«i  e,  qannam  smae  sri,  ni  Boi,8,e  sri,  o,  ban TO,en  an  Snineva  erf,  nl  ., 

*“"**  f°n  616  •9‘ISrf;t  BB‘T  CIl8ri  Sniboafl  ».rf*  ,art,  noi^aoxa  arf,  min  ,ba 
-.^0  a-to™  ,i  3<u**»  , aaossif  too  ni  beTOo-ro  ,Ud  ,emoo  barfed,  ,a»  9J* 

*  *"  *J  :  J:S  9!ii  f°  en-fsaa,  ,onn83  uoY  .Too  -.niHal  coni  -e 

*r'1,OU'  nS  989  «  . eisblooris  ne^  o,n»  sniblort  ari  blnor  namrfoTOd  nnibae 
.alrferfinaebn.  ,ns^otna  barf  aH  .aevid  .«  io  *,o»a*  ari,  o,  arfnart,  min 


•me: 


a,i  o,  aaool  ,al  sen  m  timid  ,  anorf  tan  ad,  no  rioaoa  neSnsar.eg  ari 


a  J  'X 

TO  bnaa  bine*  'tTOaraoq  .n  1  ,3nivigarfn8rfT  a-ioied  tab  arf,  .naaij  rioarf 
nao.  beinngm  doae  o,  anO  _qlarf  ari,  sno.na  ba,nriTO,aib  ad  o,  atedTO,  io  a, 
.arflla  bna  s.bfc  aasTO  ari,  io  aS,arfo  barf  aeivaCI  eiaaes  saiM  .atodrfaao  erf; 

•“““  '■  88  ™3naao  a*»  08  . *iari,0;3  -tad  ri,in  a*oo  i  sniqea*  sen  ari; 

•fa  li;fi  TOnnin  Hom  bed  a te.rle  tarf,  .wal-ni-naJeia  y  i  ' 
*'t  l  ’’1ni  !n9H  tA  ‘a**.  n92,oif  T«  ni  -taldrfo*  ,al  -rarf,ons  barf  I  .salt  ,e.„, 
rfaallsias  arf,  ,arf,  aaa  bna  ateiTO,  ari,  to  noi,ndin,aib  ari,  baaivneqna  ton. 

•  Y9:tiu.i  fa e.rjj  oeri  )09n  \;od 

•rlerf,  nl  ,nava  na  barf  TOaareTO  bna  tOTOmot  ,aari<:  ,eri,  availed  I 

i  .  .  a  1  * tTfc  ’  SllG  0:tB-t2  art,  nl  bad  nrcli  nerf,o  on  ,ari,  sno,a  alliva 


.b 


Sniveller  .811  inrob  bnnot  ...  vdnd  mod  'Jinan  A  tsninMeinrfa  A 

a  vino  bevll  oria  .anallio  .J.d  .TO  nan^JojTOnco  ,ol  benodqele,  I,  ba 
,1  baom/ononq  noidaeqanl  ,a nil  noqn  bna  tlaTOlbe-ml  a -.to  aH  .tana  aTOo! 
ballao  vlaiaibanrri  aH  .aill  o,  rfoarf  ,i  ,rfSnond  gnldnaqe  fioos  a  TOd 
,  tai  a IdT  .nrt,om  erf,  bnlt  of  Too  ,aa  ri,od  tarf,  bna  .eivau  eoilol  io  ■ 
'°B  ie‘  *  ton  bna  Inanaoioanq  atm  nl  slid  '  .  dad  ad,  3nibl 


va  ni  bnea  nw  ,el  narairoH  .HI"  .snivaa  am  barf oaonqqa  ,n-rsvoOo;!  aaoi;  a 
not  aaivbe  nao  ad  nonrf  I  .rfainan  aaii,a?  .TO  io  nntoOo  .  noinsIanoM  nia 
'■  '  J  ni  noinsianoii  arf,  barf  aria  bna  ,",rfSi-t  IIA"  biaa  Kl  .“,00  vox  lied 


nutes.  He  said,  "Mr.  Bowman ,if  you  let  me  have  this  baby,  I  promise  that 
"ter  christening  it  I  will  adopt  and  educate  and  bring  it  up  in  the  way 
t  should  go,  until  it  is  twenty- one  years  of  age.  Because  of  our  large 
reign  population  the  chances  are  that  it  belongs  to  us  at  any  rate.” 
gave  my  consent  and  surrendered  the  baby  to  him.  I  called  p’rank  Allison  and 
is  partitioned  off  the  landing  on  the  first  floor  leading  up  stairs,  with  a 
.anket  on  each  side, giving  us  a  small  room  about  five  feet  square.  Miss  Lc 
>vern  and  Prank  acted  as  godparents ?  Liss  Lucy  Hepstine  (who  first  found 
te  baby)  and  I  as  witnesses.  The  I  onsegnior  christened  it.  Pie  immediately 
.oned  the  almshouse,  and  in  a  short  while  an  overseer  with  a  nurse  drove  in 
buggy  and  took  the  baby  to  the  almshouse  so  that  it  could  be  adopted  from 
lere .  The  little  infant,  despite  early  hardship,  lived  eight  Pays.  Thus 
ided  the  christening,  a  most  unusual  event,  with  customers  buying  at  nearly 
rery  department  and  without  any  commot ion ,  all  clerks  remaining  in  their 
nations,  not  knowing  what  had  happened  until  it  was  all  over.  Lr.  Miller  the 
inager,  cooped  in  his  office  was  not  esen  Unformed. 

There  v?ere  shoplifters  without  number  which  gave  me  considerable 
ixiety  and  annoyance,  therefore,  I  will  r  late  only  a  few  of  them. 

My  first  experience v  vas^  a  few  days  after  Lives,  Pomeroy  and 

,  ) 

>tewarts  opening  at  five  and  seven  Lorth  tenter  street.  It  was  with  one  of 
le  two  girls  that  had  been  given  Lie  as  assistants.  I  caught  her  with  a 
iluable  purse  op  her  person,  that  had  been  missing  from  its  place  of  display, 
took  her  back  to  Mr.  Miller  and  explained  the  ciraumstances .  He  immediately 
.scharged  her.  The  next  morning  he  came  to  me  and  said^  that  her  mother 
is  up  at  his  home,  raising  cain,  and  saying  what  she  v.’ould  do  to  me.  "When 
le  cone3, don’t  hav  an  argument,  tell  her  that  you  will  have  the  ^irl 
'rested  for  theft  and  that  will  quiet  her."  ith  nerves  a-tingle  I  expected 
ir  for  several  days,  but  she  never  showed  up. 

My  next  experience  was,  I  had  caught  an  ordinary  looking  woman 
slping  herself  at  my  counter.  I  called  the  floorwalker  who  hustled  her  back 


e 


Jsttt  93Xraoiq  I  eld#  averf  am  XoX  uoy  IX , nainsrofT  .iM-  ,  bisa  eH  . s aju 

^a«r  ©rf#  nX  <11/  XX  snXirf  bns  ©Xfiocrbe  baa  Xcrobfi  XXXw  I  tl  TyrineJaiido  10 
s^isl  mo  toasafloafl  .  e^n  lo  eise^  <no -vJnonrX  ai  tl  Ilinu  ,0:  bXuorfa 
’ .  9# o*i  vns  ta  £•  c#  arii'ol  <J  XX  3  ed#  dir:  aeonsrio  snX  iiolcf  t'Xuqoq  nrsia* 
bn?  noaill^  s.riBiT.  beXXs©  I  .  mXtf  ol  idad  od#  boiebnsnjja  bnB  Insanoo  t{aa  eve; 
e  dtlrr  ,  a-leta  qu  anXbeeX  100/I  tarn  erf#  no  ^nlJansI  ;rfj  11c  b&aoltltrOq  1 
o.I  sst.i  *  aiscira  l9al  ©vX**:  XnodB  mooi  XIbbie  e  su  rifiivig^ebia  dos^  no  to? ii:. 

bnuo  *  #3iXl  orfw)  enXXeqfiK  a©XM  .  aXTraienbor*  ae  bstfaa  3ineTi  bna  nir* 

Y-TeJ-ei  herai&X  ©H  .tl  b©n©#aXido  lotngearro!!  sdT  .aesaenJl*  ac  I  bn  a  (vded 
rri  evoib  ©aiim  b  d#iwr  isoeievo  xifi  eXirfv?  #ioda  b  nl  hne  teaucdsizlB  aril  bon- 
aoil  be#aobfi  ad  bX.uoo  #i  XadJ  oa  aanorfsiaXs  edx  oX  ydad  sdX  3'ooX  :n« 
ai/riT  .3^8 b-irfsia  bavXX  «qXrfabiprf  Y-fiae  attcroob  ,Xne Ini  sXXXXX  ©dT  .  or 
YXiae n  Xe  v.nlycr:  arsmoteno  ri tlw  ttnava  luaunu  Xaora  e  .sninaXaiirfo  erfX  b© 
iXa  X  nl  ^rrXnXamai  a^'rraXo  XX  a  «  floXXoramoo  yna  lire  tit  I.?  bno  tnsmtraqeb  v*i 
srft  isXXUI  .1:1  . 1  avo  XXn  asw  #1  XX#ni/  bdfl©q-?arf  berf  Xp,d*r  nnXv?o.:>l  xon  «8rioi#. 

.  fisxtriolflil  natra  Jon  sesr  90XII0  aXri  nl  be^ooo  ,ie?Bj 
©XcfeisbXanoo  am  ©vag  doXrf^  ladmim  XuoriXXw  aieXlXlqodo  ore u  aierfT 

•  :n9dX  lo  irel  e  T^Xno  ©XsX'  1  XXivr  I  ^sioleisdX  t  aoneyoune  one  ytol: 
*S.70fU  bns  'joioino'I  ,aav.tu  istflr?  a ytsb  ?f9l  e  e.3ev7  ,9oneiiecx8  d^eill 

lo  sno  citlTi  a  By  tl  .tserta  laXneo  d^ioii  nsvaa  Jane  svil  Xe  ^nineqo  ed’iRtr©: 
e  rflXw  led  tii£jjBO  I  .  etfiiBlaises  sb  ea  nyvXg  n©9d  bed  XsriX  aXiXg  ov.d  t 
,ye.[qal£)  lo  aosXq  at l  moil  gnlaalra  nmod  bed  XBdo  ,noaier  led  bo  ©amq  eX.dBn. 
^X©Jb2 b»ffl£oX  ©H  .  ssonnlauuailo  add  benXsXqxe  bn 8  isXXill  .ill  o?  jioed  i9ri  }ioo; 

isdXooi  i©d  Jad^  bXAe  SflB  am  o t  e'mno  ©d  ^niniom  txa ;:  srl T  .red  by^irdot 

ned'J”  .eiii  oJ  ob  bXi/ow  ads  d’adnr  snlyea  beta  «nitjo  snXeisi  ,  amod  aid  to  qu  1 

Xil^  ©di’  9V«d  XXiw  voy  tsrtt  isd  XXed  tXn©m:/pis  ne  vad  tf’nob.eamoo  t 

bsXoaqxs  I  eX^nXX-n  aevion  ri^X  «.ied  tolup  XXXw  tndt  bna  XloX:  10I  oalaeo 

.qu  bdflrode  ievan  ©de  tud  teyeb  Xeiavae  10I  1 
nemo?r  s^nl^ooX  YienXbio  nn  til$uao  bed  I  ,8bw  oonaXioqxe  Jxan  yM 
rtned  red  beltsud  odw  la^XswiooXl  &dt  belX^o  I  . lafmroo  IXesied  :jnXqX 


o  the  office.  Mr.  Miller  turned  her  over  to  the  police.  Vhen  her  case 
nrue  up  in  court,  I  wis  summoned  ns  a  witness.  °he  pled  guilty,  but  to  fix 
he  penalty  the  judge  had  to  hear  testimony.  It  was  brought  out  at  the 
earing  that  she  and  her  husband  vie  re  also  a  pair  of  night  thieves.  They 
ad  stolen  a  wagon  load  of  flour  and  feed  from  a  grist  mill  at  Orwirsburg. 

'he  Judge  gave  her  xx  five  months. 

During  the  Holliday  sexacdw  Mr.  Miller  employed  Ir.  John  But?  of 
xjhuylkill  Haven  as  a  detective  to  assist  me  on  the  floor  and  we  always  did 
ood  work  together,  he  not  being  known  to  the  general  trade.  One',  day  a  girl 
elonging  to  a  prominent  family  and  a  belle  in  her  community  turned  up.  I 
ad  her  spotted  for  sotwetime  but  failed  to  land  her. 

•hen  I  called  Mr.  Butz’s  attention  to  her,  he  balked,  saying  you 

ir 

ust  be  wrong,  she  is  l.iss  So— and-^So.  Bhe  went  down  the  basement  stair 
way  from  me.  I  said,  "Now  is  your  chance,  follow  her."  It.was’nt  but  a 
ew  minutes,  when  she  came  up  with  Mr.  Butz  following,  she  slipped  along  the 
ewelry  counter,  picked  up  several  pieces,  then  made  for  the  door  where  Mr. 
mtz  detained  her. 

She  had  a  doll  W'.bv  and  a  variety  of  small  toys,  besides  the 

jewelry.  My  orders  from  Mr.  Miller  were  never  to  give  information  to  the 

ewspapers  in  these  cases,  but  somehow,  they  got  the  facts  and  published 

;hem.  There  was  no  arrest  made  in  this  case,  I  was  never  advised  why. 

o\  re.'VfacV>tf*' 

[owever,  it  wasn’t  long  before  a  letter  came  to  I  r.  Miller  from  a  member  of 
ler  family,  directing  that  he  was  to  have  a  retraction  published^ sa^fing 
;hat  the  former  publication  was  an  error,  that  Mr.  Butz  had  made  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Miller  called  Mr.  Butz  and  me  both  to  the  office,  we  went 
)vor  the  letter  together.  T?hen  we  hdd  finished  Mr.  Butz  saic  ,  "If  you 
publish  that  letter,  I’ll  take  the  matter  up  myself  and  publish  the  true 
facts.  It’s  against  my  reputation."  Mr.  mtz  was  famous  as  a  constable  and 
ietective  i  our  county.  he  lette"  was  never  published.  believe  that 
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r.  jut"  was  retained,  for  many  yearn  oy  the  firm  afSser  I  had  pone. 

I  don’t  remember  what  led  to  it,  bwl’  I  was  sent  with  a  policeman, 
o  the  home  of  one  of  our  salesladies,  to  examine  her  bed-froom  for  stolen 
:oods.  7/e  found  a  cheat  full,  bureau  drawers  and  a  cupboard  stuffed  with 
mused  merchandise.  She  admitted  that  they  were  stolen,  and  I  asked  her  why 
he  did  it?  Her  reply  was,  "Well,  I  v:as  thinking  of  getting  married.” 

There  was  &  merchandise  there  from  many  departments  and  I  said 
'You  did  not  steal  these  things,  who  pave  them  to  you?”  She  implicated 
uite  a  large  number  of  clerks,  including  two  men,  and  I  realized  that  there 
as  a  give-and-take  ring  of  thieves  on  the  main  floor  of  the  store,  right 
mder  my  nose,  with  the  result  that  I  had  zo  do  a  lot  of  unpleasant  work 
1 1 long  those  imolicated  until^  we  had  them  all  rounded  up.  I’ll  cut  it 
short,  they  all  lost  their  .lobs,  left  town,  and  I  never  to  this  day  have 
seen  any  one  of  them. 
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te  had  our  Fall  and  Spring  openings,  faster  Millinery  opening,  Cnristmas 

jening  and  an  opening  for  anything  for  which  we  could  find  an  excuse. 

The  decorations  were  most  elaborate  in  those  days,  something,  it  would  seem, 
h^  the  present  day  merchant  does  not  know  anything  about.  Ittere  was  an  expert  decor- 
tor  regulary  employed,  who  kept  the  store  highly  decorated  at  all  times,  but  special 
f forts  were  made  at  opening  times. 

A  suitable  souvenir  would  be  given  to  each  customer,  a  small  potted  plant 
.t  faster  time,  at  Christmas  time  a  small  glass  ’basket  filled  with  candy.  Frequently 

re  gave  decorated  china,  a  celery  boat,  cup  &.  saucer,  plate  etc. 

In  between  these  openings  we  had  special  sales  01  this  and  that  commodity, 
icc  or  ding  to  what  bargains  the  manager  had  secured  in  hew  York.  Our  biggest  sales 
rere  when  a  store  that  wished  to  go  out  of  business,  had  a  failure,  or  whose  stock 
jtherwise  had  been  purchased  and  been  brought  to  the  store.  X^ei’e  were  a  great  many 
Df  these  purchases.  Among  them  the  .lie hard  Betfg&iiin  China  Hall  located  on  H.  Centre 
Street,  the  Foyer  store  at  Orwigsburg,  the  Royer  Store  and  .'.'any  others.  They  usually 
book  place  in  the  basement.  Fixed  with  our  own  shopworn  stock  and  the  bargains  Mr. 
tfiller  procured  in  New  York  the  sale  would  proceed^.  He  would  have  e;±ra  help  em¬ 
ployed,  and  a  crowd  would  come  up  from  Reading.  People  jostled  each  other  every¬ 
where.  I  have  known  the  place  so  crowded  that  I  couldn't  get  through. 

I  have  visited  the  present  day  openings  and  sales  and  their  crowds  cannot 
compare  with  those  that  we  had  even  though  we  had  neither  radio  nor  dynamite. 

One  day  a  farmer  and  his  boy  came  in  the  fronrt  door  (I  was  there  to  greet 

f  ^ 

them).  The  man  asiced,  "Is  dis  Ilorrisons  Store?"  I  replied^  ho  this  is  Dives,  Torn- 
eroys  and  3te\ferts  Dry  Goods  Store,  Ilorrisons  is  the  grocery  store  on  the  next 
corner".  The  boy  turned  to  go  out,  and  with  utter  disgust  looked  back  and  ex¬ 
claimed,  "Hoi  Grimmemy  Pikes  it's  no  wonder  they  call  us  Payseeders". 

When  Prof.  George  A.  Reiss  was  county  superintendant  of  Fublic  Schools  he 
gave  the  teachers  a  week  of  Institute.  Pottsville  being  an  independant  district, 
local  teachers  did  not  attend  the  sessions.  Gach  day  of  this  week  was  a  salesday, 
and  "Oh  my"  how  we  did  prepare  for  those  teachers. 
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The  Institute  was  held  late  in  October  and  Mr.  Miller  stocked  high  every 
iepartment,  not  only  with  suitable  merchandise,  out  with  those  ni_ce  tilings  ior 
Christmas  presents.  Not  only  did  the  teachers  gather  then  up,  but  iron  all  over  the 
nounty  customers  flocked  in  to  buy  at  Dives,  Pomeroy  and  Stewarts  during  Institute 
^4ek.  Upon  one  occasion  the  firm  entertained  the  teachers  with  an  immense  banquet 
_n  Union  Hall  in  the  Academy  Building. 

I  was  taken  off  the  floor  of  the  store,  to  help  buy  and  prepare  food  for 
shis  feast*  he  bought  everything  that  was  good  and  nice  for  this  affair.  It  was  a 
jreat  success,  and  if  my  .emory  is  correct  there  were  over  six  hundred  on  the  list  of 
seachers. 

Following  the  banquet  was  a  dance, after  the  tables  were  taken  out. 

The  dry  goods  and  notion  business,  was  and  is  to-day  mostly  confined  to  Centre 
Street,  however,  I  have  been  informed  that  the  kiehle  family  conducted  their  first 
store  on  Market  St. 

Miller,  Dilaplane  and  Uhler  (Three  clerks  from  Dives,  Pomeroy  U  Stewarts  of 

heading)  conducted  a  store  on  larket  Street  between  Centre  &  Second  Sts.  Mr.  Miller 

o 

iad  orte-  clerked  in  the  leading  store. 

la's.  Marquart  kept  a  dry  goods  store  for  many  years  at  the  South  Mast  corner 
of  Market  Street. 

Trade  »S  what  counts  in  the  long  run.  People  must  be  kept  employed,  they 
mist  eat  and  clothe  themselves,  and  it  takes  your  merchant  for  that.  I  have  always 
been  proud  of  my  connection  with  Dives,  Pomeroy  &  Stewart. 
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One  day  Miss  Shay  was  going  to  the  east  side  to 
spend  the  day  with  Miss  Laura  Sparks,  whose  family 
lived  on  East  Norwegian  Street.  A  carriage  ride  in 
those  days  was  a  great  treat  and  Miss  Shay  was  hop¬ 
ing  that  one  was  in  store  for  her.  With  this  in  mind, 
as  she  reached  Center  and  Mahantongo  Streets,  she 
fixed  her  eyes  on  the  Dives,  Pomeroy  mid  Stewart 
flagpole,  counted  sixty  and  made  the  wish  that  she 
and  Miss  Laura  would  go  for  a  carriage  ride  that  day. 
Climbing  the  East  Norwegian  Street  hill,  and  coming 
in  sight  of  the  Sparks  house,  the  first  thing  she  no¬ 
ticed  was  the  Sparks  team  and  carriage  hitched  in 
front  of  the  house,  and  for  several  years,  nothing 
could  have  shaken  Miss  Shay’s  faith  in  the  efficacy 
of  wishing  on  the  pole  with  its  golden  ball. 

The  pole  remained  on  the  roof  of  the  store  until 
rather  recently.  I  drove  past  there  on  Sunday  to  see 
if  it  was  still  there  and  perhaps  to  make  a  wish  my¬ 
self.  But  the  pole  was  gone.  I  inquired  about  it  from 
Mi-.  Robert  B.  Gable,  manager  of  Pomeroys,  and  he 
told  me  that  a  short  pole  now  on  the  building  is  used 
for  radio  purposes.  I  told  him  the  story  of  the  golden 
ball  and  he  was  much  interested  and  I  wouldn’t  be 
surprised  to  see  another  ball-topped  pole  arise  from 
the  Pomeroy  Building.  Perhaps  the  children  might 
even  wish  on  it  again.  : 

rvvin*. (Weir  p 
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INDEX 

Adams,  Mrs.  George 

v.l,  p.89 

Adams,  Sam 

v . 1 ,  p. 1 37-8 

A dams dale 

v.l,  p .  89 ,  1 87 

Agriculture  Park 

v.l,  p. 116,172 

Allen,  Marie 

v.l,  p.il6 

Allen's  phot  ogr  auhi  c 
stud io 

v.l  p.116 

Allison,  Robert 

v.l  p.73 

Almshouse 

v.l  p.  126-9 

Alter,  Jacob 

v. 2  p.  109 

Anderson.  Jacob  & 
(Anderson)  Mary  Emerich 

v. 2  p.  38 
v.l  p.  53 

Anecdotes 

v.l  P.90-H3O, 
v.l  p.  201-9 
v. 2  p.  pR-94 

Appleton,  James 

v. 2  p.  110 

Arch  bald,  James 

v .  2  p .  80 

Archery 

v.l  p.  133 

Atkin's  Furnace 

v.l  p.103 
v .  2  p .  30 
v. 2  pi. xvlll 

Auburn 

v.l  p.  149 

Baber,  Charles 

v. 2  p.  10 

"Back-loads",  see 

Canal  boats — Cargoes  (return) 

Bader's  (John)  saloon 

v. 2  pi.  xlll 

Bands  -  Ebman's  Cornet 

v.2.  p.  88 

Bands  -  Third  Brigade 

v. 2  p.  77 

Berg® s 

v.l  p. 3 

Bartholomew,  Lin 

v.l  p.  116 

Bast,  Gideon 

v.2  p.100, 
102,  103 

Bateaus 

v.l  p.  12 

Battalion  day 

v.l  p.145-8 

Bauch,  Jonathan 

v.l  p.  177 

Bavor,  Adeline 

v.2  p. 25 

Bearstier,  J.  Oren 

v.l  p.172-3 

Bechtel,  Harry 
Oliver  (Judge) 

v.2,  intro. , 

P.73  3<5,84;S5 

Beck  (Mrs.) 

v.  1  p.  126 

Beckley,  Katie 

v.  2  p.  113 

Beckville 

v.l  p.  159 

Beds  (rope  beds  & 
corn  husk  ma.tr esse 

v.2  p.  97 

8 

Bee  trees 

v. 2  p.  43 

Beisel ,  N. J. , 

v.l  p.  171 

Bell,  Armstrong 

v. 2  p.  17 

Bell,  Henry 

v.l  p.  78 

Belton,  Paddy 

v.l  p.  137 

Bensinger,  George 

v.2  p.  87,1  \ 

Ben singer,  Wm. 

v . 2  pi .  3 

Bergamin  (Richard) 
China  Hall 

v.2  p.  120 

Berger,  Harrison 

v.l  p.78 

Berger,  Isaac 

v.2  p.  50 

Berger,  John 

v.l  p.78 

Berger,  Peter 

v. 2  p. 3-4,  9 

Berger  ("Barrier") 
f  airily 

v.  2  p. 65 
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Berner,  Gustave  A. 

v.l  p.39,  115 

Boats  -  packet  o t 

147 

v. 2  p.  80 

passenger  carrying 

v. 2  p.  31-2,  54 

v.  2  p.  65-8 

Boatyards 

v.  1  p.  51 

Berry-pickers 

"Big  woman" 

v.l  p.  137-8 

Boatyards,  see  also  names  of 
boatyards;  i.e.  Shadel's  boatyard; 

Billig,  Francis 

v.2  p.  112 

Shelley's  boatyard 

• 

Boehmer's  crackers 

v.l  p.  147 

Binkley,  Dr.  George, 
Mrs. ,  May  &  Horace 

v.l  p.  149-52 

Boger  family 

v. 2  p.  61-2 

Bittle,  Charles 

v. 2  p.  66 

Bohrman's  mill  s^e 

Boyer' s  Mill 

Bittle,  John 

v.2  p.  105 

Bohundy  creek 

v.  2  p.  43 

Bittle,  Mr.  &  Mrs.Vtaftayi 
(Rosie  Kline) 

v. 2  p.  65-6, 

Bond,  Madam,  Jake 

101-2,  105 

&  Harry 

v.l  p.  139-40 

Black  creek 

v.l  p.  157 

Boone,  Ijr.  Geo.  H, 

v.2  p.  80 

Blackburn,  Charles 

v. 2  pi.  xl 

Boot  .jacks 

v.  1  p.  123, 

Blacksmith  shop  — 

Borz,  Fritz 

v.  1  p.  95 

Canal 

v. 2  pi.  3 

Bosbyshell,  Capt. 

Blacksmiths 

v.  1  p.  109 

William 

v.2  p.  9,  17 

Blaine,  Dr.  C.B. 

v.  2  p.  87 

Bosler,  Tillie 

v.l  p.  153 

Blue  Mt .  Dam 

v.l  pi. 4 

Bousher,  Solon 

v. 2  p.  115 

Boas,  Jerry 

v.l  p.  105 

Bousman,  Betty 

v.  1  p.  125 

Boat  boys 

v.l  p.6-7 

Bousm8,n,  "Old" 

v.  1  p.  19-20 

Boat  boy's  school 

v.l  p.  10,  31 

Bowen,  B. 

v.  2  p.  23 

Boat  yards  , 

v.l  p.  41 ,  48-51 

Bowen,  Charles 

v.  2  p.  49 

Boatmen 

v.2  p.  1-27,  44 

Bowen's  ice  plant 

v. 2  p.  93 

Boat men- Company 

v.l  p.  8 

Bowers,  Bill 

v.  1  p.  135 

Bo-traen  -  Duties 

v.  1  p.5 

Bowers,  Sam 

v.  1  p.  130 

Boatmen  -  Individual 

v.  1  p.  2 

Bowman,  Ed. 

v.  2  p.  88 

Boatmen  -  River 

v.  1  p.  2-4,  30 

Bowman,  Henry 

v.  1  p.  84-8 

Boatmen's  Association 

v.  2  p.  18-19 

Bowman,  John  B. 

v.  1,  Intro¬ 

Boats,  see 

Canal  Boats;  Bateaus;  11 

'Petrel"  (steamboats) 

duction,  176-185 
PI.  1,  7,  8 
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Bowman,  Lin  Light 

v.2  p.  88-9 

Bowman,  Tom 

v.2  p.  65,  67 

"Bowmanites" 

v.l  p.  108-9 

Bowman's  dry  goods 
store 

v.l  p.  151 

Boyer,  Daniel 

v.  1  p.  185 

Boyer,  Francis  Dr. 

v. 1  p.  38 

Boyer,  Henry 

v. 2  p.  8 

Boyer  mill  creek 

v.  1  p.  187 

Boyer's  mill 

v.  1  p.  185 
v.  2  p.  104 

Breckons,  Charles  E. 

v.  2  p.  80 

Bretz,  Gilbert  F. 

v.  2  p.  80 

Brickyards 

v.  1  p.  114 

Bridges 

v.  1  p.  38,  4 
136 

Bright  (home) 

v.  2  pi.  xvll 

Britton,  Da.n 

v.  1  p.  89 

Brommer's  Stettle  see 

Brommerst own 

Bromm erst own 

v.  1  p.  161 

Brown,  Adam  K. 

v.  2  p.  24 

Brown,  Adam  K. ,  Jr. 

v.  2  p.  24 

Brown,  Adam  K.  ,  Sr. 

v.  2  p.  23-5 

Brown,  John 

v.  2  p.  24 

Brown,  Joseph 

v.  1  p.  139 

Brown,  "Mom" 

v.  Ip.  139 

Brown,  William 

v.  2  p.  24 

Brown  family 

v.  2  p.  64-5 

Bull,  William  B. 

v.  2  p.  17 

Bumberger,  Sam 

v.  2  p.  60 

Bunker  Hill 
(Pott sville) 

v.  1  p.  159 

Burd,  Garrett  T. 

v.  2  p.  75,  87 

Burk,  Walter  (Paddy)  v.  1  p.  34 

Burket,  Mrs.  Amanda  v.  2  p.  49 

Burket ,  Captain 

v.  1  p.  17,  29, 
186 

Burnside,  Gen. 

v.  1  p.  116 

Burns  twins 

v.  1  p.  14 

Burton,  (_Mtd 

v.  2  p.  30 

"Busybody" (reflector) 

v.  1  D.  123 

Butler,  Charles 

v.  2  pi.  3 

Butler's  rangers 

v.  2  p.  2 

Butz,  George  W. 

v.  2,  intro. 

Butz,  Howard 

v.  2  p.  67 

Butz,  John,  Sr. 

v.  2  p.  116^119 

Butz,  Johathan 

v.  2  p.  108 

Butz,  Nathan 

v.  1  p.  84 
v.  2  p.  102 

3utz  Hotel  see 

Spring  Garden 
Hot  el 

Byerle,  Henry 

v.  2  p.  7  pi. 3 

Cabin 

v.l  p. 3 

Campfires 

v.l  p.  132,  13E 

Camp  meetings 

c.  1  p.  105-3 
135 

•  *  • 
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Canal  —  closing  dates  v.l,  p«I2,  28—3, 

43,  v.2, 0.26,  see 
also  Last  boots 


Canal  -  Masonry 


v. 2  p. 105 


Canal  boats  -  Cargoes  v.  2  p.32 

(Leap  ac  it-/) 

Canal  boat s- Cargoes 

(return)  v.2  p.  28-34,  54 

Canal  boat s-" Chunkers"  v.l  p.  165 

Canal  boats-Oompany  v.l  p.3-5,  8-10 

Canal  boats- Individual  v.l,  p.2  &  ff. 

Canal  boats-Loads  see  Canal  boats  - 

Cargoes-C  capacity-) 

C anal  b o at s- Numb erof  v .  2  p «  2 o 

Canal  office  building  v.  2  pi.  xiv 

Canal  station  house  v,2  pl.xll 

Canal  strikes 


Clay,  Oeorrge  H..  v.l  p.  116 
Clay,  Henry 

(monument)  v.l  p.80>'4G 

Clayton,  Nelson  v.l  p.  174 

Clergy  see  also  names  of  clergy 

v. 2  p.  90 

Closing  of  canal  see 
Canal-Closing  dates 

Cl ©user,  Robert  T. 

v. 2  u.  87 

Coal  cars  v.l  p.  82 

Colonial  rangers  v.2  p.  2 

Co.  C  50th  Reg.  P.V. 

v.l  p.  29 


0onnors  crossing 


Candy  stores 


v. 2  p.  18 
v.l  p.112 


Cook,  Michael 


v.l  p.  82 
v.2  pi.  xlll 


Copte,  James  Sr. 

Cape  Hatteras  voyage,  see  Co.  C  50th  Reg.  P.v.  v.  2  p.  87 


Card  games  see 

Rumsch  match 

" Corkey  Tom"  see 

Carrenter,  Dr.  John 

v.  2 

p.  74,  80 

Malone,  Thomas 

Carpet- r«gs 

v.l 

p.  104 

Cotton  Club  road  house 

v.l  p.  119 

Carrol,  Red  Larry 

v.2 

p.  3 

County  seat 

v.l 

p.  84 

Cass  Township 

v.l 

p.  161 

Court  house 

v.l 

p.  88 

Cattle  droves 

v.l 

p.  83-7 

Courtland  terrace 

Chain  factory 

v.l 

p.155 

v.l 

p.  103 

Charcoal  burning 

v.  ; 

2  p. 48 

Covered  bridges 
Bridges 

see 

Chestnut  trees 

v.l 

p.  206 

Cressona 

v.l 

p.  156 

Christmas  tree  (first)  v.2 

p.ll 

Crommes,  Sam 

v.l 

p*  34 

Chunkers^  see  Mauch 

Chunk ; 

Boats-  Chunkers  orommes  locks 

v.l 

p.162 

Cigar  store  Indians, 

see  Indian  tobacco 

signs  Cross,  Noah 

v.  2 

p.  30 
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Cullie's  woods  v.l  p.66,  87,  207  Dives,  Josiah  v.  p.lll,  II  . 
Curran  v.2  p.  63 


Daily,  Jack 
Dark  Water 


v.l  p.  30 
v.l  p.  158 


Dives,  Pomeroy  & 

Stewart  see  Pomeroy's  Store 


Docks 

gteaiing 


v.  1  p.  13,  41 
v.l  p.  17-8 


Darrah,  Dr.  Jos.v.2p.  19 

Doherty,  Albert 

v.2  pi.  vll 

Davies,  Bessie 

v. 2  p.116 

Doherty,  James 

v.2  pi.  vll 

Davies,  Hiram 
(Chief  of  Police) 

v. 2  p.  116 

Doherty  house  v.2  pi.  3 

(Canal  St.  Sch.  Haven) 

Da.v is,  Jim 

v.l  p.  35 

Dollars  (Trade  dollars) 

v.2  p.  98 

Davis  (John) Saloon 

v.l  p.  145  pi. 2 

Dormer  (Mr. ) 

v .  2  p .  20 

v.2  pi  xlll 

Doyle,  Thomas 

v. 2  p.  37 

Davis,  John  H. 

v.l  p.  73 

Dreibelbiss  family 

v.l  p.  119 

Dechant  family 

v. 2  p.  5 

Dress  (Mr.) 

v. 2  p.  25 

Deer 

v.2  p.  63-4 

Drewerie,  Jim 

v.l  p.  15 

Deer  Lake 

v.l  p.  16.1-2 
v. 2  p.  43 

Drill,  John 

v. 2  p.  6 

Deibert,  Elvin 

v. 2  p.  108 

Drivers  (station  drivers)  3 

v.  2  p.  32 

Deibert,  Jacob 

Sr . 

v.l  p.  48 

Brownings 

v.l  p •  2  3— 4 , 

Deibert,  Lew 

v.l  p.  202' 

Drumheller,  Lewis 

v. 2  p.  88 

v. 2  p.  7 

" Dubbsites" 

v.l  p.  103-9 

Deibert  "Case" 

v .  1  p .  203 

Duffy,  Daniel 

v .  2  p .  80 

Derbes(Mr.  &  Mrs.  )(xeo^CL 

v. 3  p.  86,  87 

"Dumpling  Jim" 

v .  1  p .  6 

Derr,  Mrs. 

p.  2  p.  85 

Dunkleberger ,  Prof 

.  H.J. 

v. 2  p.  84 

Devil’  Hole 

v.2  p. 45 

Dutch  Flats  (Sch.  Haven)  v»\)p)5tL 

Dewes,  Andrew 

v.2  p. 22 

v .  2  p .  51 

Dietrich,  Wm. 

v .  1  p .  50 

Dyson,  Capt. 

v.l  p.  175 

Ditzel's  Store 

v.l  p.  31 

Dzurek,  Dr.  W. V. 

v. 2  p.  87 

*  *  ♦ 
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Eagle  saloon  (Sch  Haven.) 

v.l  p.  135 

East  Side  Park  v.l  p.  171-4 

Eastern  steel  Co. v.l  p.103 

"  (The)  Eck"  (Sell.  Haven) 

v.l  p.  132-3 

Eckert,  Benneville 

v. 1  p  .33 

Eckert,  Blandy  v.l  p.  137 


Eire  companies  v.l  p.  100,  103,  116, 

117,  118,  201 

see  also  names  of  v.2  p.16,  91 
companies;  i.e.  Good  Intent  Fire  Co. 


P'ire  plugs 
(Pottsville) 


v.l  p.  174 


First  Sch.  County  troop 

v.2  p.9 


Fish  &  Fishing 
Fisher,  H.  Tracy 


Ellison,  Fr a,nk ( Bar ney )  Fisher,  Henry 

v.2  p.  113,  115,  117 

Fisher  familv 

Ellsworth  Colliery 

v.l?p.  73 


v.l  p.  186-7 
v .  2  p .  80 
v.  2  p.  25 
v.  2  p.  59-60 


Emerich,  Ed  &  Sally  Riclbert 

v.2  p.  24,  66 


"Five  locks"  (north  of  Sch.  Haven 
about  where  Lehigh  trestle  crosses) 

v. 2  p.  23 


Emery,  Jim 

Flammer.  Mrs.  William 

v.l  p. 

25 

* 

v.  2  p. 

68 

Ennis,  Mr. 

v.  2  p. 

39 

"flour  barrel" 

v.l  p. 

156 

Esher,  Bishop 

v.l  p. 

108 

Fort  Lebanon  (Fort  William) 

Esterly’s  hardwa.re  store 

v.2  p. 

43-4 

v.l  p. 

79 

Fortune-telling 

v.l  p. 

H7,»3(p 

Extract  factory 

v.l  p. 

82 

Frackville  water 

Co. 

Farquhar,  Dr.  Geo.  W. 

v.  2  p. 

39-40 

v.2  p. 

80 

Freehafer,  Buckie 

v.l  p. 

31 

Faust ,  Roy 

v.  2  p. 

64 

Freezing 

v.l  p. 

10-11 

Faust  f amily 

v.2  p. 

43 

French  Lumber  CoU 

v.  2  p 

.  70 

Feary,  Ellen 

v.2  p. 

30 

Frey,  "Piggy" 

v.l  p. 

10 

Feather  beds 

v.l  p. 

179 

Frick,  Mr. 

v.2  p. 

101 

Fertilizer  plant (Seven 

Stars) 

Frick,  Harry  C. 

v.2  p. 

80 

c.l  p. 

67 

duller ton,  James 

v.  2  pi 

.  XV 

Fiery,  Ada 

v.2  p. 

115 

Funerals 

v.l  p. 

111 

Fights 

v.l  p. 
v.2  p. 

13-6,  30- 
26  (Chuck 

■krabel  Berg.  see 
vs.  PedpeT) 

Govel  : 

Barrick 

Filbert,  J.  Harry 

Galbraith,  Agnes 

v.  2  p. 

112 

v.2  p . 

80.  85 

Games,  sports,  etcYp'.  186-200 
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Gangs  -  Philadelphia  v.2p,10,  13-  "Gravel  hole"  v.l  p.  31 


Garrett,  Harry  v.  2  pi.  xl 
Garrett,  Mrs.  v.l  p.  81 
Garrett's  Locks  v.l  p.  8 
Gas  Co.  v. 2  p.  114 

Gehring,  George  v.2  p.  112 
Geiger,  Alex  v.l  p.  8,  13 

Geiger,  Jerry  v.2  p.  63 

Geisrer's  Locks  v.l  p.\3,  p.  63, 

133,  162 

Gerety,  R.M.  v.2  p.  80 
Gerhard,  Fred  v.2  p.  78,  80 
German  bands  v.l  p.  102 
Ghost  Towns  (Sch.  Co.) 


Greenley,  Joe  v.l  p.  89 

Gross  Damm  (Big  Dam)  see 

Sweet  Arrow  Lake 

Grumbein,  Lee  v.l  p.  169 

"Guinney  Hill"  v.l  p.  158-9 

Gunpowder  mills  see  Powder  Mills 

Hadesty,  Lorraine  v.l  p.  161 

v.2  p.  69 

Haesler,  Charles  v.l  p.  103 

Haines,  "Black  Billie" 

v.l  p.  24,  30 

Haines,  "White  Billie" 

v.l  p.  20,  30-1 

Halberstadt,  Baird  v.2  p.  72 


v. 2  p.  69 

Gillars,  Dr.  A.L.v.2  p.  16 

Girard,  Stephen  v.2  p.  69-70 

Girard  Manor  v.2  p.  69-70 

Glaser,  Joseph  v.l  p.  172 

Gloppord  Stettle  (Paling  Town) 

v.l  p.  164 

Glumo.  Louis  v.l  p.  34 

Goat  Hill  (Sch.  Haven) 

v.l  p.  153-154 

Good,  Peter  v.l  p.  135 

Good  Intent  Fire  Co. 

v.2  p.  91 

Goose,  Nicholas  v.l  p.  153 

Goose  Hill  (Sch.  Haven) 

v.l  p.  154 

Govel  Barrick  see  Second  Mountai 


Halfway  house 

v.l  p.  64,  84,  ; 

Hainan,  John 

^.1  p.  98 

Hamburg 

v. 2  p.  18 

Hamburg  battalion 

v.l  p .  1 45- 8 

Hangings 

v.l  p.  139,  149 

Hannum,  Harry 

v.l  p.  133 

Harner,  Darius 

v.l  p.  81 

Harvesting 

v.l  p.  109-10 

Ha  s  si  er(  Charles)  Tobacco  Shop 

v. 2  p.  77 

Ha.use  (Fred)  Tobacco  Shop 

v.l  p.  103 
v.2  p.  77 

Hay,  Benjamin  H. 

v.l  p.  73 

Hay  market 

v.l  p.  86 

Heiken  (Undertaker)v.l  p.  203 

Heiser  (Dr.)  Edward 

v.l  P.  87 
v*  2  p.  7,  8,  9 
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Helms,  James  K.  v.2  p.  47 

Hendricks,  Jack  v.l  p.  202 

Hendricks,  Zachey 

v.2  p.  6,7,  12 

Hendricks  family 

v.2  6 

Henning,  D.  C.  v.2  p.  44 

Herbein,  (Dr.)  H.  J. 

v. 2  p.  6 

Hess,  Johnny  v.2  p.  93 

Hesser,  John  v.2  p.  8,9 

Hessestettle  see  Yerkville 

Hexerei  v.l  p.  140-1 

Hill  people  see  " Zwettebarriers" 

Hillibish,  Caroline  v.2  p.  59 
(Hillabush,  Calline) 


Hillibish  family  v.2  p. 

Hock,  Conrad  &  William 

v.l  p. 

Hoepstine,  Lucy  v.2  p. 

Hommel,  Dr.  Rudolph 

v.2  p. 

Hoover,  Sol  v.l  p. 

Hopkins  (Mr.)  v.l  p. 

Horse  cars  v.l  p. 

Horse  selling  v.l  p. 

Horse  thieves  v.2  p. 


105 

119 

117 

11 
157 
135 
100 
83,  87 
21-2 


Hulligan,  Patsy 

v.l  p. 

to 

& 

Hummel,  Martin 

v.  2  p. 

25 

Husking-bees 

v.l  p. 

110-1 

Immigration  &  Emigration 

v.  2  p. 

-ScVnCo, 

31-2 

Incendiarism  see  Lawtontown  (f ire  183L) 

Port  Carbon  (fire  1831 

Indian  head  v.  1  p.  126 

Indian  Run  v.l  p.  157 

v.  2  p.  42 

\ 

Indian  tobacco-signs 

v.l  p.  103 

Indians  v.2  p.  44 

E*wr 

Industr ies-Small ,  see  Exaot  factory; 
Chain  factory;  Fertilizer  riant 
(Seven  Stars);  Potteries;  Powder  Mills; 
Rettig'  s  brewery;  Laver's  brewery; 
Rolling  mills;  Seltzer's  packing  house; 
Weissinger's  packing  house;  Shoe 
factory;  Soap  factory;  Ulmer's  nacking 
house; 


Insane  Hospitals 

v.l  p. 

185 

Insurance  -  Horse 

theft 
v.2  p. 

22 

Irish  Fla.ts  (Sch. 

Haven) 
v.  1  p. 

152-3,  186 

Pi.  2, 

v.  2  pi.  Vi 

"Island"  The 

v.2  pi. 

xvlll 

"Iver  Barriers" 

v.l  p. 

164-5 

" Jay hawker" 

v.l  r . 
pi.  2‘ 

20,  22^23 

Hoyt,  Cov. 

v.l 

p.  116 

Huckl eber rying 

v.l 

p.  156 

Hughes,  Edward 

v.  2 

p.  17 

Hughes,  F.W. 

v.l 

p.  116 

Jennings  (Chief  Burgess) 

v.2  p.  9 


Jerusalem  Church,  Sch.  Haven 

v.l  p.  126)tas-'3o 
v.2  p.  100-8 


*  * 
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Jerusalem  church  picnic 

v.  2  p.  106-7 

Johnson  (Mr.)  v.2  p.  21 

Johnson,  Sara  v.2  p.  44 

Jones  (Supt.)  v.2p.  42 

Jones,  Alma  &  Clara 

v.  1  p.  126 

Jones,  Walter  v.2  p.  87 

Kantner  v. 2  p.  60 

Katon,  William  see 

Keating,  William 

Kauterman,  v.l  p.  136 

Keating  (Katon)  William 

v.2  p. 3 

Keen,  Elizabeth  v. 

Keho,  Tom  &  Ed.  v.l 

Eein,  L.W.  v.l  p.  149 

Kelson  v.2  p.  35 

Kensington  Blood- tub 

v.  2  p.  13 


Kidder,  Judge 

v.  2  p.  21 

Killian,  Joe 

v.  1  p.  132 

Killian's  daw 

v.l  p .  180 

Killian's  farm 

v . 2  p .  65,66 

Klein,  F.B. 

v. 2  p.  101 

Kline,  Charles 

v.l  p.  8,  64 

Kline,  David 

v.l  p.  32 

Kline,  Ed 

v. 2  p.  69 

Kline,  Jacob  (Rev 

. ) v. 2  p.  65, 
102,  108 

K1 inert's  store 

v.l  p.  80 

Knit tie,  Albert  D.tf.2  p.  80,  85 
Knorr,  Frederick  v.2  p.  11 
Knowlton,  Percy  L.  v.2  p.  76-7 
Kohler,  Dr. (Keohler)v.l  p.  176 

v.2  p.  21 


Kenple,  Jack  v.l  p.  8 

Kerkenslager ,  Mike  Kohler,  John 

v.2  p.  92  pi. 

Krieg,  Charles 

Kern,  Henry  v.2  p.  104 

,  _ .  Last  boats 

Kern,  Mrs.  Henry  ivuo/et ) 


v. 2  p.  5,6 

v.2  p.  73 

v.l  p.  8,  29,  42 


Knapp,  Homer  0.  v.2  p.  86,  87 

Knickerbocker  Ice  Com  'any 

v.l  p.  39 

2  p.  112,  113,114 
p.  31-2 


v. 2  p.  104 

Lauer's  brewery 

v.l  p.  103 

Kern,  Mrs.  Lucian (Emma  Butz) 

v .  2  p .  30 

v.2,  intro. ,  102 

Lawrence  colliery 

v.l  p.  75 

Kerns,  Neddy 

v.l  p.  163 

Lawton,  William 

v. 2  p.  17 

Kerns,  Thomas 

v.l  p.  185 

Lawton  mine 

v.l  p. 73 

Kerrigan 

Kerrigan  Spring 

v. 2  p.  42 

v. 2  p.  42 

Lawtontown  (fire 

1831) 

v.2  p.  16-17 

52/ 
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Leeland,  Howard 

G. 

v.2 

P. 

87 

Lehisrh  Valley  railroad 

v.l 

P. 

152 

Leinbach,  Mr. 

v.l 

P. 

119 

Leininger,  Theodore 

87 

v.2 

P. 

Lennon,  Marne 

v.2 

P. 

112, 

Lewis,  Daniel  Sr. 

v.2 

u. 

115 

Levy,  Dutch 

v.  2 

P. 

10 

Lewis,  William 

v.l 

P. 

89 

Liby,  Bill 

v.l 

P. 

30 

Licey  (Mr.) 

v.l 

P. 

126 

Lime  kilns 

v.l 

P. 

119 

Linder,  Mrs.  Ray 

v.2 

P. 

104 

Locofoco  party 

v.2 

P. 

21 

Locks 

v.l 

P* 

39, 

Loechel' s  bakery  shop 

v.l 

P. 

146 

Loeser  papers 

v.  2 

P. 

18 

Lone  Star  hotel 

v.l 

P. 

34, 

v.2 

P. 

65 

Long  Run 

v.l 

P. 

131 

Lo^g  Swamp  (Long  schwam) 

v.l 

p. 

89 

Longacre,  (Mr.) 

v.l 

P. 

132 

Lorraine  (town) 

v.l 

P* 

161 

v.  2 

P. 

69 

Loy,  Bill 

v.l 

pi 

.2,  ■ 

Luckens,  Thomas  H. 

v. 2  p.  87 

Lumber  &  Lumbering  -  Sch  County 
see  also  French  Lumber  Co. 

v. 2  p.  47-8 


Lutherans 


v.l  p.  129-30 


Lyle,  Capt,  Stewart 

v.2  p.  22 


Lynx 

Mac ay  Tavern 


v .  1  p .  40 
v.  2  pi.  xiii 


McCaffrey,  James  v.l  p.  185-6 

v. 2  pi  xlll 

KcBermit,  Michael  v.2  p.  3 
McDonald, "Bucket  Bill" 


pi.  xlll 

Luckenbach,  Leon  v.2  u.113 


v.l 

p. 

6-7 

McGinnis,  Harry 

v.  ; 

3  p. 

73,  80 

McGovern,  Monsienor 

v.  2 

p. 

116,  117 

McGovern,  Rose 

v.2 

P- 

114,  116 

McGuire,  J 

v.2 

P. 

10 

Mackey  hotel 

v.l 

P. 

83*84 

McWilliams,  Janies 

v.l 

P. 

4 

Madden,  Squire 

v.l 

P* 

152 

Ma.hanoy  City 

v.  1 

p. 

161 

Major  (Mr.) 

v.l 

P. 

52 

► 

v.  2 

Pi 

IT 

Malaria 

v.l 

P. 

121-2 

Malone,  Thomas 

v.l 

P. 

152 

Mansion  House 

v.2 

P. 

10 

30, 

Mar qua dt,  Mrs. 

v.2 

P. 

121 

Mat anpr a  Hall 

v.  : 

1-  P. 

12 
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Mauch  Chulik  v.l  p.  165 

Mauch  Chunk  switchback  railroad 

v.  1  p.  57 

Kay,  James  B.  (Rev) 

v.  2  p.  80 


?:iller,  C.  George  v.2  p.  110.  118, 

114,  115,  117,  118, 
180,  121 

Miller,  John  v.2  p.  86 

Miller,  Mommy  v.  1  n.  147 


Mayberry,  Charlie 

Miller,  Diliplane 

&  Uhler  Dry  Goods 

v.  1  p.  34 

&  Notion  Store 

v.2  p.  110,  121 

Mayberry,  Joseph 

Milners,  William  & 

Co. 

• 

v.  1  p.  51 

v .  2  p .  20 

Mayer,  Lewis 

v.  2  p.  17 

Mine  Hill  railroad  v.l  p.  156 

v. 2  p.  23 

Mead,, 

v.  Ip.  146-7 

Mink 

v.  1  p,  40 

Meal- checks 

v.2  p.  32 

Minker,  Frank 

v.  2  p.  SO 

Mellon, 

v.2  p.  4 

Minnig,  Floyd  &  John 

Mellon,  Wm. 

v.l  p.  52 

v.l  p.  126 

v.2  pi  II 

Mogel,  Mike 

v. 2  p.  4 

Kellot,  Ida,Mj>ry  &  Sally 

v.l  p.  126,  149- 

-50 

Molly  Maguires 

v.l  p.  79*80 

Mengel,  Annie 

v. 2  pi. VII 

"Mommy  Flop"  see 

Hess,  Johnny 

Mengel,  William 

v. 2,  auth.  intro. , 

pi.  vll 

Monahan,  Mike  and 

the  mermaid 

v.l  p.  19 

Mengel  butcher 

shop 

v.  2  pi.  VII 

Monahan (Michael)  ialoon 

(Muni ham) 

v.  2  pi.  XIII 

Merchant's  Hotel 

(Monega,n) 

v.  2  o.  26 

v.l  p.  Q9 

Money 

v.l  p .  120 

Meyer  (Moyer) , 

Philip 
v  1  "0 «  38 

Monuments  see  Olay,  Henry  (monumen 

Suanish  war  veterans  monumnet 

\ri  ri_w-inter  educational  club 

v.2  p.  72-87 

Moore,  Hannah 

v.l  p.  157 

Morris,  R. 0. 

v.  2  p.  80 

Miehle  Store 

v.2  p.  112,  113, 

121 

Morris,  Richard 

v.2  p.  109,  110 

Mile- stones 

v.l  p.  80 

Morrison's  Grocerv  Store 

Mill  dock 

v.l  p.  186-7 

v.2  p.  120 

Miller,  Albert 

v. 2  p.  115 

"Moshey  mill" 

v.  1  p.  155 

-12- 

Mot  zer  bakery  v.2  pl.vTI  Negroes 

Mt.  Carbon  v.l  p.  32,  80,  81 

Wt.  Ca.rb'n  riot  v.2  p.  20-21 
Mt.  Carmel  v.l  p.  161 

Mt.  Hope  v.l  p.  159 

Moyer  (Preacher)v. 2  p.  104 
Moyer,  Isaac  v.2  p.  29 
Moyer,  Phillip  v.2  p.  8 
Moyer,  Simon  v.2  pi.  3 
Moyer,  Sol  v.l  p.  86 


v.l  p.  24-7,  29-30 
v.  2  p.  44 


Negroes  (Penn- Dutch) 

v.2  p.  44 

Neider,  Nicholas  v.l  pi.  71 

New  Year’s  Shooters 

v.l  p.  33 

Ney,  "Boxer"  &  "Piggy" 

v.2  p.  30-1 

ffofwegian  Creek  v.l  p.  161 

v.2  p.  40-1 

Nugen,  Spon( "Ca.tf ish  Mouth") 

v.l  p.  32 


Moyer  Store  (Orwigsburg) 

v.2  p.  120 

Mud  Rub  Dam  v.2  p.  40 

Muldowney,  Rather 

v.l  p.  186 


O’Eonnel,  James  T.v.l  p.  4 

O’  Hare,  Dr.  v. 2  p.  37 

Old  Red  Church  see  Red  Church 
Old  White  Church  see 

Jerusalem  Church  (Sch.  Haven) 


Mule  Yard  (Sch. 

Haven) 

"Orchard"  IPottsville) 

Mul  e  s 

v.  2  pi  VII 

v.l  p.  160 
v.2  pi.  XVI 

v.2  p. 35-6 

pi  IV 

Orwigsburg  v.l  p.  149 

Mules-C&hH 

v.l  p.  12-4,  29 

,31, 

36-7;  n. 54-70 

Pa.iatt,  David  v.2  p.  17 

Mules  -Mine 

v.l  p.  71-7 

Parker,  Dr.  Jabex  S. 

v. 2  p.  80 

Mull in,  Owen 

v. 2  p.  4,5,6 

Parkway-Scnuylkillv.l  p.  44-6 

Vfo.v£r i 

Murders 

v. 2  p.  1-27 

Parra  see  Clergy 

Nagle,  Ed 

v.l  p.  116 

Patterson,  Edith  v.2  p.  79 

Nagle,  Howard 

v.2  p.  112 

Patterson,  Joseph  v.2  p.  73, 

Names  -  Oeoerra.ohical 

20 3 Pennsylvania  Hall  Hotel 

v. 2  p.  109 

v.l  p.  143-65, 

Names  of  boats 

see 

npe-f&Sp*  Railroad  v.l  p.  51 

"Rattlesnake" ; 

Nausie  Dahl 

v.l  p.  33,  161, 

^q^ennsylvania.-Oerman  descent 

pi.  5 

v.l  p.  168 

Necho  Allen  Hotel 

v.l  p.  160 


F  ennsylvania-Cerma.n  language 

v.l  p.  166-70 
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Penn. -Germans  -  Anecdotes 

Potteries 

v.l  p 

v.l  p. 

90-9 

i 

Potfs,  Andrew 

&  Martin 

"Petrel"  (Steamboat) 

v.2  p 

v.l  p. 

165 

v.  2  pi 

.11 

PottE,  Ramsey 

v.l  p 

Pflueger,  Bright 

Pottsville  Fishing  Club 

v.l  p. 

140 

v.  2  p 

Philadelphia  &  Rending  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.  -Repair  Shops 

v.  2  p.  49-50 


Picnics 
Pine  Creek 


v.l  p.  129-30 

v . 1  p.  89,  v. 2  p. 
43-4 


Pottsville  Scientific  SociEty 

v.2  p.  74 

Pottsville  Water  Co. 

v.l  p.  171-2 
v.2  o.  39-40 


Powder  mills 
Power,  John 
Prior,  Mr. 


Pine  Swamp  Church.  .  * 

v.,  2  p.  48 

Pinedale  v.2  p.  43 

Pinedale  Hotel  v.2  p.  43 

Prospect  Hill 

"Pogey"  see  ' Sch.  County  Almshouse 


v.  1  pil  59 
v.  1  p.  116 

v. 2  p.  63 


Political  riots  see  Mt.  Ca.rhon 

riot 

Pomeroy,  George  S. 


Prichard,  LaMar  L.v.  1  p.  171-2 

v.  1  p.  116 
Pumps  v.  1  p.  104 


"Quarrelly  Point"  v.  Ip.  13,  47,  119, 

154 


v.2  p.  Ill,  113, 

116 

Pomeroy’s  Store  v.2  p.  109-21 

Quilting  parties 

v.  2  p.  90-1 

Poor  House  (or  Pogy)  Creek 

Quinn,  John 

v.  1  p.  56 

v. 2  p.  35 

v.l  0.  187 

Popped  corn  v.2  p.  96-7 

Quinn,  John  J. 

v.  2  p.  36-7 

Port  Carbon  (fire,  1831) 

Quinn,  Joseph 

v.  2  p.  36 

v. 2  p.  16-17 

Quinn,  Lois 

v. 2  p.  36 

Port  Clinton  Landing 

v.  1  p.  43 

Qu  inn ,  Th  oma  s 

v.2  p.  35 

Porter,  Henry  v.2  p.  17 

Quinn,  William 

v.  2  p.-  35 

Porter,  Pliny  v.  1  p.  2 

Rabies 

v.  1  p.  88 

Pott,  Benjamin,  Emma, Jane  &  John 

v.  1  p.  144 

Ragamuffian  oa.rade 

v.l  p.  103 

-14- 


Railroads  v.  1  p.  57,  156, 

Rain  barrels  v.  1  p.  ISO 

"Rattlesnake"  (boat) 

v. 2  p.  3 

Raver,  Dory  v.  1  p.  34 

Reading  Railroad 

v.  1  p.  81 

Reber,  Charles  D. 

v. 2  p.  80 

Reber,  Dr.  Wendell 


-  - J 

v. 

2  p. 

78-9,  i 

"Red  Church" 

v. 

1  P. 

88 

Red  Dale  (or  Re 

d  Ta-1  ley) 

v. 

2  p. 

0S 

to 

86 

Red  Hole 

V. 

2  p. 

42 

,,T3ed  *Tance" 

■*r. 

0  p. 

44 

Reed,  Jerry 

V. 

1  P. 

84 

Reed,  "Shivery" 

V. 

1  p. 

10 

Rees,  Gustave  A 

.  V. 

2  p. 

110, 

r 

11 

"Ref ormeds" 

V. 

1  P. 

129- 

30 

Re i chart ,  Dan  v.  1  p.  93 
Reif snyder,  Willv.2  p.  4 
Reno  Rifle  Co.  v.l  p.  113 


Rettig’s  brewery 

v.  1  p.  103 

Richards,  Hoffer 

v.  1  p.  18 
v.2  p.  34 

Ri chert,  Mrs.  Adam  K.  Brown 

v.2  p.  24-5 

Ri chert,  Daniel  Richert 

v.  2  p.  25 


51,  81 


Rickert,  Thomas 

v.  1  p.  152 

Ricks  family 

v.  2  p.  1C6,  108 

Rights,  L.D. 

v.  2  p.  30 

Riots  see 

Mt.  Carbon  riot 

"River  coal" 

v.  2  p.  48-9,  55-6 

Robberies  v.  2  p.1-27,  p.30-1 

see  also  Horse  Stealing;  Dog  stealing; 

Robbins,  Nellie 

v.  1  p.  119 

81 

Robinson,  William 

~ v.  2  p.  17 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William 

v.2  pi. VII 

Rolling  mills 

v.  1  p.  31,  103,  155 

"Rope  walk" 

v.  1  p.  159 

Royer  (Henry)  &  Son  Dry  Goods  &  Notion 
Store  v.2  p.  Ill,  120 

Rudy,  Ralrh 

v.  2  pi  XI 

"Rumsch  match" 

v. 2  p.  7 

Russell,  James  V. 

v. 2  p.  16 

St.  Ambrose  Church  v.2  pi.  XIII 

St.  Matthew’s  Lutheran  church 

v.  1  pi.  2,  6 

Salem  Creek  v.  2  p.  40 

Saloons,  Taverns,  etc. 

v . 1  p.  79,  84 

v.2  pg;.  26,  pi.  XIII 

Salvation  Army  v.l  p.  104 

Sam  Bower’s  Dam  v.  1  p.  162 

Saxe-Weimer ,  Duke  of 

v.2  p.  44 


Saylor,  Daniel 


v.  1  p.  48 
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Saylor,  George  v.2  p.  26 


Schuylkill  River-  Tributaries 

v.2  chapter  6 


v .  2  p . 

87 

Scott,  Chief  Burgess 

v.2 

p. 

23 

Schalck,  A.W.  v.  1  p. 

102, 

175 

Scott  (Mrs.)  v.2 

P. 

22 

Schalck' s  gun-einith  shop 

Scott,  Ella  &  Mary 

v.  1  p. 

102 

v.l 

P. 

126 

Schappel,  John  v.  1  p. 

129 

Scott,  Walter  v.2 

P. 

23 

Schleif enheimer,  Mrs. 

v .  1  p . 

34 

Scott's  Hotel  v.l 

P- 

81,  84 

Schools  v.  1  p. 

10. 

31,  lOlSearls.  Willowghby 

118 

v.  : 

1-  P 

.  29-30 

Schools  -  Pinedale 

Second  mountain  v.2 

p. 

65-8 

v. 2  p.  43 


Schuylkill  Haven 


v.l  p.  152 


Sen.  Haven  Council  (trolley  fight) 

v.  1  p.  97 


Second  mountain  people 

v.l  p.  161,  164,  137, 
v.2  p.  57-68 

Seifert's  steam,  flour  &  grist  mill 


Sch.  Haven  Dam  v.  2  p.  19 


Seltzer  Hill 


v.l  p.  208,  plate 

5. 

v.  1  T).  86-87 


Schuylkill  rangers 

v.  S  p.  2-15 
v.l  p.  79 


Seltzer's  harness  store 

v.l  p.  102 

Seltzer's  packing  house 

v.l  p.  86,  103 


Schuylkill  rivenv.  1  p.  143 

v.  2  p.  39-56 


Schuylkill  River-Change  of  course 

v.  2  p.  53-4 


Seven  Stars  v.2  p.  22.  65.  67 

Seven  Stars  Hotel  v.l, p.84,126 

Shadel,  Jake  v.2  plate  XI 


Schuylkill  River  -  Culm  &  silt 

v.2  p.  48,  51-3 
55-6 


Shadel,  John  v.2  plate  XI 

Shadel,  Michael  v.l  p.  49 

Shadel ’ s  boatyard 


Schuylkill  River  -  Dams 

v.2  p.  46-7 


Schuylkill  River  -Drainage  area 

v. 2  p.  53 


Schuylkill  River  -  Poetry 

v.  2  p.  46 


Shadel ' s  saloon 
Shaefer,  George 
“Shannon  Hill" 
Shappel,  Jake 


v.2,  plate  XI, 
p.  95,  plate  XIII 
v.2  plate  XIII 


v.2  p.  11-12 
v.  1  plate  5 
v.2  p.  61,  105 


Schuylkill  River  -  Traffic 

v.  2  p.  47,  55 


Sha.ooel  (Schappel),  John 

v. 2  p.  107 


t 


f 


' 


»  > 


I 


I 
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Shapt) el  family  v.2  p.  60-1, 

65,  105 

Sheafer,  A.  W.  &  'V.L. 

v.l  p.  133 

Sheafer,  Mr.  P.  W. 

v.  2  p.  74 

Sheely,  Ma.lind  v.2  p.  62 

Sheets,  William 

v.l  p.  157 


Spherely,  Mr.  v.  1  p.  157 

Spring;  Garden  (Sch.  Haven) 

v.  1  p.  154-5 

Spring  Garden  Hotel 

v.  1  p.  65,  84 
v.2  p.  22,  104-5 
plate  XIII 

Staller ,  Daniel  v.l  p.  59 

Stapleton,  Maynardv.  2  auth.  intro. 


Shelly's  hoatvard 


Stauffer,  John  v.  1  p.7  v.2  p.  84 

plate  XI 


v.2  p. 

10 

S+pnmboats  see  "T 

etrel"  (  p+p^t jbo^t 

Shenandoah 

v.l  p. 

162 

Steel,  James 

v.  2  p.  112 

"Shin  plasters" 

Sterner,  Elsie 

v.l  p.  157 

v.l  p. 

120 

Shoe  factory 

v.  1  p 

.  86 

Sterner,  Henry 

v.l  p.  49-50,  146 

Shoener.  Daniel  H. 

Sterner,  Lary 

v.  1  p.  50 

v.l  p. 

116 

Sterner,  Mrs.  Laura.  Koch 

Shdee 

v.  1  p 

.  122-3 

v.2  pi.  VII 

Shoplifters 

v.2  p. 

117-19 

Stewart,  Dr.  H.H. 

v. 2  p.  85 

"Si  Gikes" 

V-  1  P 

.  114 

Stewart,  John 

v.2  p.  Ill 

Smith,  Capt,  & 

son 

Stic’dfer,  George  B, 

,v. 2  p.  43 

v.  2  p. 

l55’6 

Smith,  Horace 

v.  2  p. 

Stic  lifer,  Henry 

v .  1  p .  81 

Smith,  John  G. 

v.  2  p. 

73,  80 

Stitzel,  William 

v. 2  p.  8 

Smoke  Town  (Sch.  Haven) 

v.  1  p.  154 

St\  yberger,  Squire 

v.l  p.  85 

Soap  factory  v.  1  p.  147 

Social  life  &  customs 

v.l  p.  90-124 

Spanish  war  veterans  monument 

v.  1  p.  175 

Spannut’n,  Leroy  M. 

v.  2i  P*  87 


Stock  yard  hotel  v.l  p.  86 

Store  (Door),  ITancv 

v. 2  p.  5Q 

Street  scenes  v.  1^101-5,  115^6 

Striegel,  George  H. 

v. 2  p.  73,8 0 


Strikes  v.l  p.  152 

Strikes  see  also  Oanal  Strikes 
Sturm,  Gus  v.2  p.  93-4 


*! 


* 


f  *  I 
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Summer  Hill  Sunday  School  picnic 

v.  2  p.  88,  89  ,90 

Sunbury  Pike  v.2  p.  43 

Swampoodle  terriers 

v. 2  p.  13 

Swatara  v.l  p.  153 

Swat  ara.v  ill  e  v.2  p.  69 

Sweet  Arrow  Lake 

v.l  p.  163-4 


Taylor,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

v.  2  p.62-3 

Teacher's  Institute  Week 

v.2  p.  120-1 

Teeter,  Ben  v.2  p.  22 

Teething  necklaces 

v. 2  p.  98 

Temple,  John  v.2  p.  21-2 
Terrapin  v.l  p.  40 

Terrorism  v.2  chapters  1&2 

Thomalson  colliery 


v.l  p. 

Thompson,  Harvey 

v.  2  p. 

Th-mpson,  Sam  v.l  p. 

Tobacco  Shops  v.l  p. 

v.  2  p. 

Toll  v. 2  p. 

Toll-gates  v.l  p. 

Tonkin,  R.  Dudley 

v.  2  p. 


156 

80 

89 

103 

77 

19 

78 

81-3 


Torbet  (State  senator) 

v. 2  p.  70 

Torbetville  v.2  p,  69-70 


Trimble,  Tom 


v. 2  p.  6 


Trinity  Evangelical 

v.l  plate  6 

Troutman,  B.D.  v.2  p.  80 


Truman  &  Sillymans 


v .  2  p .  20 


Trundle  beds 

v.l  p.  179 

Tumbling  Run 

v.l  p.  113,  160' 
v. 2  p.  42,  70-1 

Tunnel 

v.l  p.  43 

Turner,  Claude 

v.2  p.  79?80 

Turnpike 

v.l  p.  75-89 

Ulmer's  packing  house 

v.l  p.  103 

Unangst ,  Henry 

v.l  p.  183-4 

Underground  railway 

v. 2  p.  44 

Underhill  family 

V 

v .  1  p .  89 

\ 

Underwood,  John  C 

.  v.  2  p.  87 

Unger,  Claude  W. 

v. 2  p.  48 

Uniforms  -Civil  War 

v.l  p.  118 

Union  canal 

v. 2  p.  18 

Union  hall 

v.l  p.  175 
v.2  p.  121 

Unions  -  Boatmen 

see  Boatmen's 
Associat ion 

Wages 

v.l  p.  43,  180 

Wal  k  e  r ,  Ben  j  am  in 

v.l  p.  25 

Walker,  Tony 

v.l  p.  31 

Walker  home 


v.2  p.  10 


Walla.uer  ( Jiilougher) 

v .  2  p .  59 


Walton,  Dr.  W. 

E. 

v.2 

P. 

87 

Warne,  E.S. 

v.2 

p. 

17 

Warner's  lock 

v.l 

P* 

162 

Wash-tubs 

v.l 

P. 

122 

Washington  Hall  (Sch.  Haven) 
(later  Grand  Hotel  -  then  bank. 
P.0,  there  now) 

v. 2  p.  25 


Wasner,  Henry  v.l  p.  65  . 


"Water  Street"  v.  1  p.  162 

Watering 

troughs 

v.l  p.  119-20 

Wed  ings 

v.l  p.  113 

Weiss,  Geo.  W,  (Prof.) 

v.2  p.  120 


Weissinger's  packing  house 

v.l  p.  86,  103 

Wertz,  Mr.  v.l  p.  190 

West  End  Park  v.l  p.  114 

Tether ill,  Samuel  P. 

v. 2  p.  17 

Whigs  v.2  p.  21 

White,  Andrew  B. 

v.2  p.  109,  110 

White,  Joseph  &  Sons 

v. 2  p.  20 

White  Church  see  Jerusalem 

Church,  Sch. 
Haven 

White  Horse  Tavern 


v.  2  p. 

109 

Whitehouse, 

Dav  i  d 

v.l  p. 

132 

Whittmoyer, 

Mrs. 

v.  1  p, 

1 

Wilder,  A. R.  v.l  p.  156 

Wildermuth  (Charles)  Nevwtand 
&  Tobacco  Store  v.2  p.  76-7 

Wildes,  Harry  Emerson 

v.2  p.  12-\5 

William's  hat  store 


v.l  p.  102 

Wingander,  Mr. 

v.l  p.  115 

"Witch" 

v.  2  p.  21 

Wolf  (Governor)  George 

v.2  p.  16 

Wolf  Creek 

v.2  p.  40^1  ij. 3 

Woltjen,  Charles 

H.  Jr. 

v.2  p.  80,  84 

Women  -  Canal 

v.l  p.  21-3, 

Womrath,  A.R. 

v.  2  p.  30 

Wood,  William 

v. 2  p.  1? 

"Wreck  Bo1'!'" 

v.2  p.  VIII 

Wynkoop,  Capt,  George  C. 

v. 2  p.9 

Wynkoop,  'Hick' 

v. 2  p.  9-10 

Yager,  Mrs.  Mary 

Scott 
v.2  p.  23 

Yakel,  Carl 

v.l  p.  150 

York  Coal  Co. 

v.2  p.  109 

Yorkville 

v.l  p.  160 

Yost,  Mr. 

v.2  p.  92 

Yost  "Bengel" 

v.l  p.  40 
v. 2  p.  64 

Yost  (Constable) 

v.l  p.  152 

Young's  Landing 

v.l  p.  160 
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Zulick,  Guy  v.2  pi.  VII 
Zulich,  ’vVilliara 

v.l  p.  133 

Zulick  house  v.  2  plate  XI 

"Zweta  Barriers" 
see 

Second  Mountain  people 


